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Item # 10 
YALSA Board of Directors Meeting 
ALA Annual Conference, Orlando 

June 24 – 28, 2016 
 
Topic: YALS Editor report for Annual 
 
Background: Linda Braun, the Member Editor of YALS, has provided the Board 

with a semi-annual report.  The purpose of the journal is: 1) to serve 
as a vehicle for continuing education for librarians and library 
workers serving young adults; 2) to publish articles of current interest 
to the profession; 3) to showcase research and best practices in the 
field; 4) to provide news from related fields; 5) to spotlight significant 
events of the organization; 6) to offer in-depth reviews of professional 
literature and resources; and 7) to serve as the official record of the 
association. 

 
Action Required:  Consent 
 

 
YALS Editor Report, Annual Conference 2016 
Linda W. Braun, Editor 
 
YALS 2015 in Print 
In 2015 YALS began the process of re-working both the content and the format of the print 
publication.  In July of 2015 the Editorial Advisory Board was tasked, by the YALSA Board, 
with working with me to re-envision the content, help in finding content and authors, and being 
more involved in planning and implementing the editorial calendar.  Through that work the 
Advisory Board and I developed new content sections. These include the YALS Interview, a new 
“Highlights” section, the “Future Trending” section, and “Research Roundup” a column focusing 
on highlighting research of interest to library staff working with teens.  Some of these new 
sections launched in the winter issue of the journal with all available with the spring issue. 
 
The spring issue of the journal was the full launch of the YALS re-design.  Working with 
YALSA’s Communications Specialist, Anna Lam, and ALA Production Services a new design 
and template for YALS was developed.  The new template includes an updated cover design, the 
integration of pull-quotes into articles, a new look for sidebars, and the use of icons to denote the 
section an article is in.  It had been 10 years since YALS was re-designed and the feedback so far 
from readers has been positive. 
 
In order to align with the Futures Report, we have worked this year to integrate more content 
written by those not working in libraries.  This allows for bringing in voices and ideas, mostly 
from those working in out-of-school time environments, that can hep library staff gain new 
insights and help build partnerships and collaborations.  This alignment/transition took some 
time as making connections with non-library staff authors required building some new 
relationships. However, as of the winter 2016 issue of the journal, we have at least one article by 
a non-library staff member in each issue in 2016. 
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YALS on the Web 
The YALS website was retired in the winter of 2016 and was re-launched as a section on the 
YALSAblog.  YALSA’s Member Blog Manager, Crystle Martin, organized the blog to reflect 
this update and integrated ideas of the new YALS design into the revised blog template.  Crystle 
is working with bloggers to integrate more content that is connected to the journal.  This is being 
done in part by sending the bloggers the final proof of the journal’s content so that they can sign-
up and plan for posts related to YALS content.  Crystle’s involvement and support has been really 
helpful in making this change to the way YALS content appears on the web.  
 
YALS 2016-2017 
At their 2016 Midwinter Meeting the YALSA Board of Directors voted to combine the YALS 
and YALSAblog Advisory Boards in order to continue to connect and streamline the work of 
these two publications.  YALSAblog Member Manager Crystle Martin and I started working on 
this alignment just after the Midwinter Meeting.  This includes the previously mentioned website 
change as well as submitting names, to President-Elect Sarah Hill, of potential members for the 
new Advisory Board, and discussing topics for the next volume of YALS.  These topics will 
connect to the new organizational plan and are: 

• Winter 2017 - Cultural Competency 

• Spring 2017 - Advocacy 

• Summer 2017 - Leadership Development 

• Fall 2017 - Funder and Partner Development 
Crystle and I will work with the joint Editorial Advisory Board to seek out articles that highlight 
how library and out-of-school time staff are working in these areas and continue to work with 
bloggers to develop content for the YALS site that connects to the topic of each issue.  

 


