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YALSA Board of Directors 
ALA Annual Meeting, Washington DC 

June 20 – 25, 2019 
 
Topic:   YALSAblog Manager Report for Annual 
 

Background: The mission of the YALSAblog (http://yalsa.ala.org/blog/) is 
to provide a virtual space for publishing timely information about emerging 
and new practices for library services for and with teens, to explore 
practices in related fields relevant to teen services, to raise awareness 
about appropriate YALSA tools to facilitate innovation in teen services, 
and to provide resources for members and the library community to 
support their efforts to continuously improve their overall teen services 
program. The YALSAblog Manager, Tess Wilson, has provided a report 
below. 

 
Action Required:  Consent 

 
 
Since the last report, the YALSAblog continues to align its content areas with The Future of 
Service for and with Teens: A Call to Action. There is a continuing call for new bloggers with 
special effort being made to recruit professionals who work outside the library but prioritize 
youth in their work. We currently have a blogger who works in theater arts and started a YA 
literature festival from scratch offering her insights into the process. I am also trying to recruit 
bloggers who would like to contribute more regular recurring posts.  
 
As was discussed in the interview process, I would like to incorporate more media 
(photos/videos) into posts. I am still trying to find the best way to do this, and will work with Anna 
Lam and staff to find avenues for more varied posts involving media. Perhaps when Teen Read 
Week/Teen Tech Week are combined and given a new name, this would be a good opportunity 
to incorporate video into the announcement.I would also like to work more closely with Stephen 
Ashley, Hub Manager, to collaborate on posts. This might also open up opportunities for media-
based posts.   
 
Based on the results of the Community Survey, 64% of respondents “were not familiar with 
YALSA’s updated Intended Impact Statement on Equity, Diversity and Inclusion.” However, 
increasing diversity was also cited as a top priority for YALSA community members. I would like 
to continue to explore the ways in which YALSA is working towards diversity and invite bloggers 
to expand upon these topics. This could be an exciting opportunity for interviews, as well as a 
push to recruit an increasingly diverse group of bloggers. Survey respondents also noted they 
“felt YALSA mostly caters to public libraries and is not particularly inclusive for school librarians, 
small, rural libraries, special libraries, certain ethnic groups, demographics and sexual 
orientations.” I have tried to represent and encourage representation from a diverse group of 
blogger, but there is always work to do! It will be exciting to move into the second half of this 
year with this priority in mind.  
 
Statistics 
Pageviews 
(From December 2018 to May 2019) 
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December  10,010 
January  11,522 
February  11,890 
March    12,570 
April    10,430 

 May   8,936 
  
Comparison with same months, 2017-2018 

 
 
Top Posts: Second Quarter 2019 
Get In Where You Fit In: Engaging Busy Teens @ Your Library 1,431  
Help YALSA Name a New Teen-Focused Month  697  
Future Ready with the Library: Still Time to Apply for Cohort 4 495 
Future Ready with the Library Cohort 4: Apply Now  452 
Welcome to YALSA’s New Executive Director  280 
Future Ready with the Library: No Longer Forgotten - The  
 Triumph and Struggles of Rural Education in America 159 
Using Podcasting to Build Self-Confidence and Teach Teamwork 147 
Research Roundup: Social and Emotional Learning  131 
Partnerships to Support Teens in Computing: Library Staff and  
 School Counselors Can Team Up  130 
What Summer Learning Looks Like in Action: Teen  
 Programs that Inspire  130 
 
Top referrers: Second Quarter 2019 
Search Engines 10,964 
 Google Search 10,615 
 Yahoo Search 46 
 Bing 243 
 duckduckgo 42   
ala.org  910 
Pinterest 715 
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Facebook 664 
Twitter 373 
yalsa.ala.org 127 
 
Accomplishments 

● Published interview with new Executive Director Tammy Dillard-Steels 
● Invited youth -focused professionals from other disciplines to contribute posts 

(forthcoming example: Kelsey Ford, creator of Bookish YA Literary Festival discusses 
the process of starting a festival from scratch) 

● Used blog as a platform to promote awareness of events/months like National Mental 
Health Awareness Month and Sexual Assault Awareness Month 

● Worked with committees and taskforces to post blogs about their work. Such as: Teen 
Read Week, YA Services Symposium, ALSC, YALSA Research Committee, and more  

 
Challenges 

● Making sure all bloggers have posts planned and feel supported throughout the month 
● Working more closely with other committees and taskforces to cross-promote and join 

forces for upcoming publications, events, etc. 
● Increasing the diversity of our contributors and content, and indeed, examining the 

diversity of our current contributors and content 
● Recruiting more bloggers, both from libraries and outside the library discipline  

 
Six Month Plan 

● Revitalize the News of the Month posts series 
● Examine the diversity and inclusion of our current content and contributors and make 

tangible efforts to increase representation  
● Continue to work with The Hub Member Manager to collaborate and increase cross-

posting (Ongoing) 
● Continue to recruit more regular bloggers, attempting to have at least one regular 

blogger for interest areas (Ongoing) 
● Develop more recurring posts for a variety of topic areas (Ongoing) 
● Work more consciously to recruit library students to blog (Ongoing) 
● Continue to reach out to bloggers outside the library who work closely with youth and 

center youth in their services (Ongoing) 

● Work to have bloggers write companion pieces to YALS articles (Ongoing) 
● Continue to reach out to individual YALSA committees to see if they are interested in 

writing occasional blogs about what their committee is working on (Ongoing) 
● Working to get bloggers for as many of the monthly YALSA Events and priorities as 

possible each month that are sent to me (Ongoing) 
● Work with bloggers to incorporate more media (videos/photos) into posts (Ongoing) 


