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Spring Executive Committee Meeting 
April 17, 2015, via conference call 

 
Topic:   Nominating Committees Update 

 
Background: Members of the 2016 YALSA Governance and Awards Nominating 

Committees began working on developing a slate of candidates 
January 1, 2015. The Governance Committee is seeking candidates 
for President-Elect, Secretary, and candidates for the Board.  The 
Awards Committee is seeking candidates for the 2018 Edwards 
Committee, 2018 Nonfiction Committee and 2018 Printz Committee. 
The groups are required to have a completed slate to the YALSA 
Office by August 31, 2015.  Committee Chairs Robin Kurz and 
Shannon Peterson have submitted the information below for the 
Executive Committee’s consideration. 

 
Action Required:  Discussion  
 
 
Awards Nominating Committee 
 
Since February 2015 the following items have been completed:  

• Accounts in ALA Connect and Google Docs were set up with all committee members 
connected.  

• Committee members have received all documentation in regard to the committee and its 
task.  

• The committee met online in March and created goals & a work plan for March through 
September. 

o These goals include: 
� Creating a slate that provides twice the required number of candidates for 

each of the committees; 
� Promoting other member engagement opportunities for nominees who 

may not be ready to serve on one of the three award committees; 
� Using various online and social media tools to reach potential YALSA 

candidates; 
� Asking a former member of each Award committee to write a blog post 

about his/her experiences for one of YALSA’s blogs;  
� Using the ALA Annual Conference as a site to further encourage good 

candidates; and 
� Contacting other ALA divisional/affiliate/RT book award/selection 

committee chairs for potential nominees. 
• The 2013-2015 list of award and selection committee chairs was divided among 

committee members. On or before April 15, the committee will have contacted each chair 
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for recommendations of possible candidates for any of the three award committees. All 
recommendations received are added to Google Docs on a continuous basis. Documents 
will be updated in ALA Connect on a monthly basis. 

• All Board members were written and asked for recommendations of possible candidates 
for one or any of the three award committees. All recommendations received are added to 
Google Docs on a continuous basis.  

• On a continuous basis, the committee vets the list of possible candidates for YALSA 
membership with additional information about past committee work added.  

• A request for members interested in applying to be a candidate for any of the three award 
committees was sent via YALSA e-news; multiple forms were submitted (see below).  

o All nominees were sent thank you emails from the committee chair. 
o 25 total nominations received as of April 9, 2015 

� 14 for Printz 
� 7 for Non-Fiction 
� 4 for Edwards 

• The committee created a document of follow-up questions to use when contacting 
nominees for additional information on their experience and expertise. 

• The committee set a date of August 1st for incoming nominations. 

Nominations received as of April 9, 2015 

Name Type of Nomination, Committee 
Andronik, Catherine 
M. Self, Printz 

Benolken, Julie Self, Printz 

Bigelow, Therese Self, Edwards 

Bittner, Robert Self, Edwards 

Bowers, Alicia Self, Printz 

Campbell, Edith Self, Printz 

Castle-Alberts, 
Kimberly Self, Printz 

Chaney, Kelly Self, Printz 

Chapman, Jan 
Hornbeck Self, Nonfiction 

Fleming, Michael Self, Nonfiction 

Glass, Traci Self, Printz 

Heideman, Emily Self, Printz 

Herrington, Kim Self, Edwards 

Hughes, Stefanie N. Self, Printz 
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Irvin, Vanessa Self, Printz 

Lyons, Renee C Self, Nonfiction 

McKay, Veronica Self, Printz 

Mercier, Cathryn 
Other, Printz (Cathryn has been contacted and will be submitting a 
nomination) 

Parrott, Deborah Self, Edwards 

Perez, Alea Self, Printz 

Purcell, Jodie Self, Nonfiction 

Reeder, Candace Self, Nonfiction 

Smith, Scot Self, Nonfiction 

Stephens, Wendy Self, Nonfiction 

Townley, Melody Self, Printz 
 
 
Governance Nominating Committee 
As our committee was finalized just prior to Midwinter, we held our first virtual introductions 
and a met via Google Hangouts in February.  During this meeting we reviewed the nominating 
committee manual and discussed a work plan. We also agreed that it would be useful to update 
both the board characteristics survey and board profile to reflect knowledge and/or experience 
relevant to the Future of Teen Services for and with Teens report.  
 
Moving forward, we plan to collect data from those Board members who will continue into the 
2016-2017 year to assess potential gaps in the full board profile and to give direction regarding 
specific areas of expertise that the committee may want to address with the 2016 slate.  
 
We have also connected either virtually or in-person (at the Midwinter meeting) with members 
who have expressed an interest in running for an elected position.   
 
Over the next four months, we plan to use the updated board profile to brainstorm and 
aggressively recruit potential candidates for the 2016 slate. We will also use YALSA channels 
such as the e-news and blog to spread awareness of our committee’s work and to solicit potential 
candidates via self-selection.   
 
Additional Resources 

• Finding Effective Board Members: http://tinyurl.com/2a9poux 
• Recruiting and Vetting Nonprofit Board Members: 

www.bridgestar.org/Library/RecruitingBoardMembers.aspx    
• Get Involved in Governance page on YALSA’s site, 

www.ala.org/yalsa/workingwithyalsa/governance#get  
• Election page on YALSA’s site, www.ala.org/yalsa/workingwithyalsa/election  


