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School Library Cuts

Galesburg--Current statistics regarding schooétiles in the Chicago Public Schools
(CPS) recently released by the Chicago Teachemsn[@TU) are alarming. The
Chicago Teachers’ Union reports that as a resudttsf since 2012, “just a third of all
high schools [have] a librarian.” Only three ceéeiif librarians remain CPS schools that
have a 90% or greater population of African Amaristudents, including Daniel Hale

Williams Preparatory Academy and DuSable High Sthoo

Several state and national organizations, incluthiedllinois School Library Media
Association (ISLMA); the lllinois Library Associatn (ILA); and the Young Adult
Library Service Association (YALSA); a division tife American Library Association,

strongly oppose these cuts and the profound effiegthave on students.

At a time when students need increasing levelagifuction in digital and information
literacy, both of which are the primary focus ofisal librarians, failure to provide
students and teachers with this support is irresipten Current research, as compiled in
the 2016 edition ofchool Libraries Work published by Scholastic, confirms that schools
with certified librarians show improved readingttesores and have students with more

developed 21st century learning skills.

ISLMA commends the DuSable students for recogniiregmportant role their school
librarian plays in ensuring they succeed in sclamal are prepared for 21st century
careers, and praises them for taking a stand agamsayoff of their librarian. All
students, regardless of race, deserve a high gedlitcation, and a school librarian is an
essential part of any learning community. For {oglatudents to succeed and grow into

productive citizens, we should be investing morkbraries, not less. While ISLMA



commends CPS for reinstating one of the librari&asa Sayigh, we hope that CPS
restores school librarian positions at all schdmisughout the city to support and invest

in our children’s future.

The lllinois School Library Media Association hasmowered students with the essential
skills for using ideas and information effectivenabling them to become lifelong
learners. For more information about ISLMA or twess our state-wide programs and
other resources go ww.islma.org or contact the ISLMA office by phon&09-341-

10990r email:isimaexsec@gmail.com

Founded in 1896, the lllinois Library AssociatidhA) is a professional membership
organization that represents lllinois libraries #imel millions who depend on them. For
more information about ILA, go teww.ila.org call us aB812-644-18960r e-

mail: doyle@ila.org

For more than 50 years, YALSA has worked to bihlel tapacity of libraries and library
staff to engage, serve and empower teens. For imorenation about YALSA or to
access national guidelines and other resources wanv.ala.org/yalsaor contact the
YALSA office by phone800-545-2433, ext. 4390r e-mail:yalsa@ala.org




