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YALSA Board of Directors Meeting 

ALA Annual Conference, Washington, D.C. 

June 20 – 25, 2019 

 

Topic: Literacies Projects Update 

 

Background: A report from Taylor Crossley, YALSA’s Communications Assistant, 

is provided below with information about literacies-related projects 

since Midwinter 2019. The report includes information about Dollar 

General Grant funded programs including Teen Read Week™, 

Summer Learning, the Digital Equipment Grant, Teen Book Finder 

resources, and the Teens’ Top Ten program. The goal of the grant 

program is to help provide financial support and resources to 

members to help them implement literacy focused efforts for and with 

the teens in their community, especially teens from underserved 

groups.  

 

Action Required:  Information 

 

 
 

TEEN READ WEEK™  

Overview: 

As part of preparation for the new overall awareness campaign encompassing both Teen Read 

Week and Teen Tech Week, the Teen Read Week site was deactivated on May 2nd, and all the 

resources were moved to a new TRW wiki page and the YALSA site.    

 

Teen Read Week Grant 

Overview: 

The grant focus was around the theme of “It’s Written in the Stars: READ”, and applicants were 

encouraged to demonstrate how the funds would be used to support teens in thinking and reading 

outside of the box, as well as seeking out fantasy, science fiction.  

• 2013: 17 applicants 

• 2014: 62 applicants 

• 2015: 58 applicants 

• 2016: 26 applicants  

• 2017: 46 applicants. 

• 2018: 50 applicants 

 

TEENS’ TOP TEN (www.ala.org/teenstopten) 

YALSA announced the 2019 Teens’ Top Ten (TTT) nominations in April. The 25 featured titles 

were published between Jan. 1, 2018 and Dec. 31, 2018 and can be found on the TTT website. 

Voting on the titles begins in August and runs through October 12th. The votes will determine the 

2019 Teens’ Top Ten titles. The official top ten titles will be announced the following week. 

  

http://www.ala.org/teenstopten
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2019 TTT Book Giveaway 

This year we were able to provide a set of the 2019 TTT nominees to 60 recipients through grant 

funds from the DGLF, this is 10 more recipients then last year. This grant usually proves to be 

the most popular amongst all the literacy related grants offered by YALSA. Next year, we hope 

to be able to provide sets to more libraries. 

 

• 2013: 136 applications 

• 2014: 135 applications 

• 2015: 96 applications 

• 2016: 168 applications 

• 2017: 120 applications 

• 2018: 192 applications 

• 2019: 154 applications 

 

SUMMER LEARNING   

 

Overview: 

The Summer Learning site was deactivated February 8th, and all the resources and summer grant 

information was relocated to the summer learning wiki page and the YALSA site. 

 

Summer Grants 

This year we were able to offer a total of fifty summer grants – twenty-five Summer Learning 

Resources and twenty-five Summer Teen Intern grants.  

 

Summer Learning Resources Grant 

2019: 63 applications 

2018: 81 applications 

2017: 49 applications 

2016: 68 applications 

2015: 77 applications 

2014: 65 applications 

 

Summer Teen Intern Grant 

2019: 75 applications 

2018: 107 applications 

2017: 77 applications 

2016: 76 applications 

2015: 84 applications 

2014: 89 applications 
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DIGITAL EQUIPMENT GRANT 

The Digital Equipment Grant is a new grant for 2019. Since YALSA was re-imagining Teen 

Read/Tech Week to create one larger initiative, we decided to offer this grant in place of the 

TRW grant we previously offered. It proved to be popular in its initial release with 68 people 

applying. We’ve offered 10 total grants and the TTT taskforce is amid evaluating the 

applications, with a newly created evaluation rubric.  

 

TEEN BOOK FINDER  

• App 

o YALSA’s iPhone app, the Teen Book Finder has had over 8,800 downloads 

through the Apple App Store since April 2015.  

o The Android version of the Teen Book Finder app has had over 6,800 downloads 

since its release in August of 2014.  

• Online Database 

o The Teen Book Finder site was officially launched in February of 2017. Since its 

release, it has had over 581,000 pageviews and nearly 169,000 sessions (the 

period of time a user is actively engaged with the website).  

o Since last year’s Annual Meeting (ending 6/26) to the creation of this report, 

there’s been over 215,000 pageviews and over 64,000 sessions. 

o In March of 2019, the database was updated with titles from diverse ALA 

affiliates and round tables and 2019 YALSA titles.  

 

 


