FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:

[Contact Name]
[Contact Title]
[Library Name] 
[Phone]
[Email]

[LIBRARY] receives Great Stories Club grant from the American Library Association
Grant will allow librarians to lead book clubs with underserved teens

( [CITY] ) — [LIBRARY] has been selected as one of 100 libraries nationwide to take part in the Great Stories Club, a reading and discussion program for underserved teens. This competitive grant is offered by the American Library Association (ALA) with support from the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH). 

[INSERT QUOTE FROM LIBRARY LEADERSHIP, IF DESIRED]

As part of the Great Stories Club, staff from [LIBRARY] will work with a small group of teens to read and discuss stories that explore questions of race, equity, identity and history. Book discussions will be led by an experienced librarian in cooperation with staff from [PARNTER ORGANIZATION]. 
[DELETE ANY BOOKS YOU WILL NOT BE READING] The books — curated for the theme “Deeper than Our Skins: The Present Is a Conversation with the Past” — will include “Between the World and Me” by Ta-Nehisi Coates; “The Revolution of Evelyn Serrano” by Sonia Manzano; “Dreaming in Indian: Contemporary Native American Voices, edited by Lisa Charleyboy and Mary Beth Leatherdale; “The Shadow Hero” by Gene Luen Yang, illustrated by Sonny Liew; “Mother of the Sea” by Zetta Elliott; and “Always Running: La Vida Loca: Gang Days in L.A.” by Luis J. Rodriguez.

The titles were selected to inspire young people — especially those facing difficult circumstances or challenges — to consider "big questions" about the world around them and their place in it. 

[LIBRARY] will receive a $500 programming stipend and 11 copies of each of the selected books, which will be gifted to the book club participants. [LIBRARY] will also receive online training and an array of program resources and support throughout the grant term. 

Gatherings of the Great Stories Club at [LIBRARY] will begin on [DATE]. More information can be found at [WEBSITE] or by contacting [LIBRARY’S PHONE OR EMAIL ADDRESS]. 

[INSERT any relevant details about your library’s work with underserved youth, related programming, or statistics about underserved youth in your community. If you are recruiting program participants, include information here about how teens can register.]

Since 2006, ALA’s Great Stories Club has helped libraries engage young adults with accessible, thought-provoking literature. To learn more about the Great Stories Club, please visit ala.org/greatstories.

About [LIBRARY/ORGANIZATION]

[INSERT boilerplate text about your library and/or partner organization]

About the American Library Association
The American Library Association (ALA) is the foremost national organization providing resources to inspire library and information professionals to transform their communities through essential programs and services. For more than 140 years, the ALA has been the trusted voice for academic, public, school, government, and special libraries, advocating for the profession and the library’s role in enhancing learning and ensuring access to information for all. For more information, visit www.ala.org.

