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Finalist speech for Ash
Malinda Lo

| would like to thank, first and foremost, the librarians of YALSA and the American Library
Association for honoring Ash. Your seal of approval is so much more than a sticker to me! It’s
also a sign that our world is changing for the better. I’'m so happy that my little lesbian fairy tale
has made it this far. | would also like to thank everyone who helped bring Ash into the world and
into your libraries, including my agent Laura Langlie, my editor Kate Sullivan, the incredible
Victoria Stapleton, my publicists Ames O’Neill and Tooraj Kavoussi, book designer Alison Impey,
and everyone else at Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, who put so much into every book
they produce. | think that for all the authors nominated, this is something of a fairy tale
moment. But | am the only one of these authors who actually retold a fairy tale, so | feel that it’s
my particular right to say that you have truly made me feel like Cinderella. Thank you.



