
When is the vote? Where do I go?
The vote will be held Tuesday, July 17, 2012.
Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. at the
Canandaigua Elementary School Gym and the
Cheshire Fire Hall. See district map located on the
back for voting location. Everyone living north and
east of black boundary line vote at the Elementary
School and everyone south of the line vote at the
Cheshire Fire Hall.

How do I vote?
You must be a registered voter residing in the
Canandaigua School District. If you are not regis-
tered, you can obtain a Voter Registration form from
the New York State Board of Elections website:
http://www.elections.ny.gov/VotingRegister.html.
The form may be filled out and either dropped off or
mailed to the Ontario County Board of Elections,
74 Ontario Street, Canandaigua, NY 14424.
Registration forms available at Wood Library.
The deadline is July 16.

I won’t be here, but want to vote.
How do I do that?
Here are the steps to acquire an absentee ballot:
Visit the Canandaigua City School District website and
under “Quick Links” select “Absentee Ballots.” Print
the application at the bottom of the screen, complete
and return to the District Clerk. You can also call the
District Clerk at 396-3710 and request an application.
Once the application is completed, return to:

District Clerk
143 N Pearl Street
Canandaigua, NY 14424

The ballot will be mailed to you around June 30.
Complete the ballot and return to the District Clerk
at listed address by 5:00 p.m. on July 17, 2012.
Absentee ballot applications will also be available at
Wood Library.
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Why now?
Wood Library has relied on a combination of public
and private funding to operate for 150 years. Our
largest single source of funding comes from local
municipalities. Since 2008, total municipal funding
has steadily declined. Pioneer Library System costs
to member libraries are increasing. The 2012 budget
reflects a $50,000 reduction from the previous year,
library staff was reduced and 2012 salaries were
frozen. In addition, we are operating with a $40,000
deficit. Despite our intensified efforts to raise funds,
the library’s budget shortfalls in our 2012 opera-
tions are the result of decreased municipal and state
funding, decreases in endowment income, and other
funding reductions.

What is Wood Library asking for?
Wood Library is asking voters to approve a proposi-
tion that would provide $600,000 in public funds for
the library. This community-based funding amounts
to an estimated 29 cents per $1,000 of assessed value
on properties across the Canandaigua City School
District. On a home assessed at $160,000, the tax bill
to support the library would be about $46 a year, less
than a dollar a week. The proposition does not fully
fund the library's operating budget. If it passes, we
will still need to raise approximately $200,000 from
private sources in order to provide the level of serv-
ices the community needs. However, we no longer
will have to ask for municipal support. Once commu-
nity-based funding is secured, the library will function
within NY's tax cap rules and regulations.

If the vote PASSES, this is what you can
expect:

• Expanded Saturday hours and open on Sunday
• Restore and expand collections, including
eBooks

• Restore and develop more children, teen, and
adult programming

• Restore professional reference services
• Invest in the most recent technologies such as
Chromebooks, Macs, and more eReaders

• More technology assistance through tutoring
sessions and classes

• Increase collaborations with our schools and
other community partners

If the vote FAILS, the Library will be forced
to:

• Close an additional day per week
• Cut programming, including Monday’s Time for
Twos and Monday is Funday and other programs
in the summer

• Cut all Teen/Tween programming, including
Teen Nites, Teen Theater and the Comic Creation
and Publishing Workshop and other summer
programs

• Cut adult learning programs such as computer
classes and technology tutoring sessions

• Less technology and professional reference
assistance

• Reduce new materials purchases for all
collections by at least one-third, slash subscrip-
tions and reduce e-book availability

• Longer wait times for holds and other library
services because of staff cuts

• Limit computer updates and upgrades resulting
in slower, older computers

• No new technology purchases
• Reduce technology and reference services

A proposition to secure stable and
adequate funding for Wood Library will
appear the on the July 17, 2012 ballot. The
library seeks community-based funding
because its current funding is neither
adequate nor guaranteed. NYS education
law allows libraries to go directly to the
voters for support.

How did the library pay for the renovation?
The renovation was paid for with private donations and
matching grants from the State’s Library Construction
Fund. No local tax dollars have been or will be used
for this purpose. The planned expansion will be paid
for by donations.

Do that many people really use the library?
Yes. In 2011—

• The library was visited 100,000 times by people
who used our services or attended programs

• 12,219 adults, teens and children attended 703
programs

• Our public computers were used 18,244 times
• We answered 5,000 reference questions
• People from the community borrowed 233,554
books, periodicals, CDs, audio books and DVDs.

How is the Library used?
On average, over 320 people come to the Library
each day it is open to—

• Borrow from its collection of books, audio books,
DVDs, music CDs, and video games, magazines
and other information resources

• Get information from reference materials and
on-line databases

• Use the library’s 20 public internet computers for
researching, submitting job applications, com-
pleting income taxes, and connecting with others

• Attend a wide array of educational and cultural
programs

• Use free public space for community meetings
and private tutor sessions

• Browse local and regional newspapers and a
wide variety of magazines

• Find a quiet space for research, reading, and
studying

• Seek professional reference support
• Get help using computers, eReaders, smart
phones, and other digital devices

• Pick up materials loaned from 42 other libraries.


