
Don’t let this happen.There’s Still Time.

Vote YES
 on Henderson Libraries 

Question 1.

This piece and all materials related to this issue were
created and paid for by Citizens for Henderson Libraries.
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RESCUE

This November, Henderson residents will make a decision 
that will decide Henderson Libraries’ future. You will be 
asked to vote on a small tax rate increase that will allow 
the library district to continue to serve the Henderson 
community. The situation is dire; without the community’s 
support, libraries will close and programs will be lost. 

Will you choose to rescue Henderson’s libraries? 

How are Henderson’s Libraries funded?
The Henderson l ib ra ry  d is t r i c t  i s  funded ma in ly  by  p roper ty  taxes ,  wh ich  a re 
de te rmined based on  the  p roper ty ’s  assessed va lue .  As  p roper ty  va lues  have 
dec l ined  in  Henderson,  so  has  the  revenue tha t  suppor ts  the  pub l i c  l i b ra ry  sys tem. 
The l ib ra r ies  have  los t  more  than  $2 .5  mi l l i on  in  revenue over  the  las t  few years , 
leav ing  a  la rge  gap in  the  budget  used to  purchase mater ia ls  such  as  books , 
magaz ines ,  newspapers ,  CDs,  DVDs,  e -books  and more  used every  day  by  pa t rons .

Who uses the library anyway?
Curren t l y,  more  than  143,926 peop le  have  a  Henderson l ib ra ry  card .  Las t  year  a lone , 
more  than  1 ,812 ,475 i tems were  checked ou t ,  and  over  41 ,412 peop le  a t tended f ree 
p rograms o f fe red  by  Henderson L ib ra r ies  las t  year. 
Henderson L ib ra r ies  serves  as  a  communi ty  hub  where  peop le  job  hun t ,  work  on 
schoo l  p ro jec ts  and  more  on  the  d is t r i c t ’s  200  pub l i c  computers  as  we l l  as  have 
in -dep th  ques t ions  answered  by  l ib ra ry  s ta f f .  In  add i t ion  to  i t s  book  co l lec t ion , 
Henderson L ib ra r ies  o f fe rs  mus ic ,  mov ies  and  an  ever -g rowing  l i s t  o f  e -books  to 
pa t rons  fo r  f ree . 

Why are you asking for this now?
The numbers  speak  fo r  themse lves .  Peop le  use  l ib ra r ies  to  f ind  jobs ,  educate 
themse lves  and the i r  ch i ld ren  and f ind  answers  to  a l l  k inds  o f  ques t ions .  Sen io rs 
who are  unab le  to  leave  the i r  homes have  the  ab i l i t y  to  access  l ib ra ry  mater ia ls 
th rough ou t reach  serv ices .  Wi th  o r  w i thou t  l i b ra r ies ,  these  needs  w i l l  s t i l l  ex is t ,  bu t 
who w i l l  meet  these  needs  i s  unknown.

How can you help?
We want  you  to  vo te  YES and rescue your  l i b ra ry.  Th is  w i l l  mean a  2 -cen t  inc rease 
per  $100 in  assessed proper ty  va lue .  Cur ren t l y,  the  d is t r i c t  rece ives  5 .75  cen ts 
per  $100 in  assessed proper ty  va lue ,  wh ich  i s  less  than  any  o ther  l i b ra ry  d is t r i c t  in 
Southern  Nevada.  For  a  home w i th  a  p roper ty  va lue  o f  $100,000,  the  inc rease  wou ld 
be  $7  per  year.

How will this money be used?
I f  the  in i t ia t i ve  i s  approved,  your  tax  do l la rs  w i l l  be  used to  s tab i l i ze  the  opera t ion 
o f   Henderson ’s  s ix  l i b ra ry  loca t ions .  A l l  ex is t ing  loca t ions  w i l l  remain  open and 
con t inue  to  meet  the  needs  o f  the  communi ty  members  they  serve .

What happens if I don’t vote yes?
Without  th is  tax  inc rease ,  the  Ga l le r ia  and  Ma lco lm l ib ra r ies  w i l l  c lose .  Fewer  l ib ra ry 
mater ia ls  w i l l  be  purchased,  caus ing  longer  wa i t  t imes  fo r  popu la r  t i t l es .  L ib ra ry 
hours  w i l l  be  reduced fu r ther,  and  p rograms l i ke  serv ices  fo r  homebound sen io rs , 
p re -k indergar ten  and fami ly  l i te racy  w i l l  be  reduced or  d iscon t inued en t i re ly.

Here’s some information you 
should know before you vote:

If the libraries close, it will 
be too late to save them.[ [


