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FROM THE CHAIR
Marcy Bidney, Pennsylvania State University

I write to you as the last Chair of MAGERT, the Map and 
Geography Round Table. As we emerge under new leader-
ship from Hallie Pritchett as Chair, and under a new name as 
the Map and Geospatial Information Roundtable (MAGIRT), 
I believe great things are in store for the future. Through the 
years we’ve done really great work, had lots of great times 
and increased awareness of map librarianship, geography 
and geospatial information. Our past is our foundation, not 
to be forgotten but to be built upon and we have built quite a 
foundation for moving forward. I believe our new name more 
accurately reflects the world within which we all live and 
work. Our students, patrons, faculty and community users 
are coming to us each day and challenging us with questions 
about Google Earth, Bing Maps, map mashups, and asking 
for maps on their mobile devices. Maps and geospatial information is more ubiquitous 
than it ever has been and we are poised to respond to the needs not only of those men-
tioned above but also of our librarian colleagues who will need our help and guidance 
through this brave new world. Our outreach efforts are more important than ever and we 
need to think outside the box and start looking for new members from places we other-
wise might not look—reference librarians, business librarians, humanities librarians. Are 
you ready? We need your help! Keep an eye out in the near future for information about 
virtual participation— ways in which you can be involved with MAGERT (MAGIRT) 
without having to travel to the ALA conferences—everyone is welcome, the only require-
ment is enthusiasm, hard work and a good sense of humor!

Thanks for everyone for working hard to get the program together, for running commit-
tees and discussion groups, for working so hard to make MAGERT a success and for 
being such a great group of friends and colleagues! I am proud of how far we’ve come in 
such a short period of time and really look forward to the future we are building. 

New Orleans is shaping up to be another great conference. Our program “There’s a Map 
for That: Maps and Tools you Didn’t Know About” will be on Saturday afternoon from 
1:30-3:30 p.m. This is a great opportunity for you to come and learn about many of the 
free mapping options on the Internet and how they can be integrated into your refer-
ence work. If you are looking for something a little more advanced be sure to stop by the 
RUSA program “Maps for History: Using Maps to Make your History Collection More 
Visible,” also on Saturday at 1:30-3:30 p.m.  

See you next week!
Marcy
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Date T itle Location 

Friday, 6/24 
3:15pm to 5:30pm 

Tour of The Historic New Orleans 
Collection/Williams Research Center  
(http://www.hnoc.org/collections/research-
center.html ).  Limited to 25 people; please 
RSVP by June 10th to Roger Knouff at 
roger.knouff@asu.edu.. 

410 Chartres Street, New 
Orleans, LA 

Friday, 6/24 
5:30pm to ? 

Dutch Treat dinnter at Pierre Masperos 
(http://www.pierremasperosrestaurant.com/).  
RSVP by June 10th to Roger Knouff at 
roger.knouff@asu.edu. 

440 Chartres Street, New 
Orleans, LA 

Saturday 6/25  
8:00-10:00am Executive Board I  MCC-Rm 236 

Saturday 6/25  
10:00am-12:00pm Education Committee MCC-Rm 236 

Saturday 6/25  
1:30-3:30 

There's a Map for That: Maps and 
Tools you didn't know about! MCC-Rm 354 

Saturday 6/25  
1:30-3:30pm 

Maps for History: Using Maps to Make 
Your History Collections More Visual MCC-Rm 349 

Saturday 6/25 
4:00-5:30pm Publications Committee MCC-Rm 235 

Saturday 6/25 
6:30pm to ? 

Reception and awards ceremony at the 
Crescent City Brewhouse 
(http://www.crescentcitybrewhouse.com/) 
RSVP by June 15th to Roger Knouff at 
roger.knouff@asu.edu. 

527 Decatur Street in the 
French Quarter  
New Orleans, LA 

Sunday, 6/26  
8:00-10:00am 

MAGERT ALCTS/CCS Cartographic 
Resources Cataloging Interest Group  

HIL-Grand Salon B 

Sunday, 6/26  
10:00am-12:00pm 

MAGERT Cataloging and Classification 
Committee 

HIL-Grand Salon B 

Sunday, 6/26  
1:30-3:30pm GeoTech Committee  HIL-Marlborough A/B 

Sunday, 6/26  
3:30-5:30pm 

GIS, Data and Map Collection Management 
Group HIL-Marlborough A/B 

Monday, 6/27  
8:00-9:00am Membership Committee  MARCC-Delta Queen 

Monday, 6/27  
9:00-10:00am Program Planning Committee MARCC-Delta Queen 

Monday, 6/27 
1:30-3:30pm Executive Board II / Membership Meeting MCC-Rm 354 

Morial Convention Center  MCC                             *Headquarters 
*Hilton Riverside  HIL 
Marriott at Convention Center  MARCC  

2011 ALA ANNUAL MAGERT SCHEDULE
New Orleans, Louisiana
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ON THE CATALOGING/CATALOGUING FRONT
Tammy Wong, Library of Congress

Library of Congress to Reissue LCGFT Authority Records 

Since 2007 the Library of Congress’ Policy and Standards Division (PSD) has 
been developing genre/form terms, and in June 2010 determined that the new 
thesaurus, “Library of Congress Genre/Form Terms for Library and Archival 
Materials” (LCGFT), should be formally separated from “Library of Congress 
Subject Headings” (LCSH).  In order to accomplish this, on May 24, 2011 the 
existing genre/form authority records will be deleted and reissued with new 
coding.  

The current coding for the genre/form authority records indicates that the terms 
are from LCSH, not LCGFT.  The LCCNs are prefixed by “sh” and 008/11 is set 
to “a,” Library of Congress Subject Headings.  Therefore, the LCCNs and MARC 
coding both need to be revised.  This will require the deleting and reissuing of the 
genre/form authority records.  

The approximately 800 existing authority records will be deleted and immediately 
reissued.  About 1600 records (deletes plus reissues) will be sent to subscribers as 
part of the May 24, 2011, Volume 26, Issue 21, distribution of subject authorities 
via the MARC Distribution Service (MDS).

Authority records for LCGFT terms will be coded as follows. 

LCCN prefix:  gf 
008/11: z (“Other”)
040$f: lcgft 

Example:

               008/11                      z
               010                         $a gf2011987654 $z sh2009025020
               040                         $a DLC $b eng $c DLC $f lcgft
               155                         $a Topographic maps
               455                         $a Hypsographic maps
               455                         $a Hypsometric maps
               455                         $a Relief maps
               455                         $a Topographical maps
               555                         $w a $a Maps     

               [Note that the deprecated LCCN is being retained in field 010$z, to 
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facilitate automatic updates.]

As of May 24, 2011, new coding should be used when assigning LCGFT terms in 
bibliographic records.  That coding is as follows.

655 #7 $a [Term]. $2 lcgft 

Example:

               Title:  Survivor: Thailand.
               655 #7 $a Survival television programs. $2 lcgft
               655 #7 $a Nonfiction television programs. $2 lcgft 

The genre/form FAQ http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/genre_form_faq.pdf and the 
“Subject Headings Manual” (SHM) will both be updated to reflect this change in 
policy. 

For further information and the rationale for these revisions, please see the 
January 3, 2011 announcement, “Library of Congress to Reissue Genre/Form 
Authority Records.”  http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/gf_lccn.html  

Questions or comments on these plans or on the genre/form projects in 
general should be addressed to Janis L. Young jayo@loc.gov, LC’s genre/form 
coordinator. 

Chris (C.C.) Miller has asked to step down from his position as Electronic 
Mapping Editor of base line. For several years Chris (at Purdue University) 
has contributed a timely, informative and very often humorous perspective 
on digital mapping.  As editor, I want to thank him for his valuable and 
enlightening contributions to base line.  We will miss his insights and unique 
outlook on the ever-changing world of electronic maps.  Thank you, Chris, for 
a job well-done!

Steve Rogers
editor

Electronic Mapping News

http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/genre_form_faq.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/gf_lccn.html
mailto:jayo@loc.gov
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New Maps and Cartographic Materials,
Along with Other Items of Interest

David J. Bertuca, Map Librarian
University at Buffalo Libraries Map Collection

It’s now summer semester but summer is almost as busy as the autumn and spring. 
I just returned from the NEMO 25th annual meeting (http://libweb.lib.buffalo.edu/
nemo/meetings/nemo2011.html) and enjoyed presentations on a variety of topics, 
including a main theme of the American Civil War. Back in the office now, look-
ing at a pile of new books and maps. I present a brief selection of these below.

Water Resources

Canadian Geographic has watershed protection as its theme for the June issue. 
Included in this “Annual Environment Issue” are articles on various watersheds in 
Canada showing both progress and change. Great photographs and maps illustrate 
each article providing documentation and ideas for saving any watershed.

Also included is a special, full-size map: Watersheds of Canada. Each of the 
drainage basins is shown using pleasant and easily distinguished colors. More 
information on protecting watersheds is provided by the society: http://www.
canadiangeographic.ca/watersheds/. More data to provide for further study on 
protecting watersheds is available: http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/watersheds/
map/index.aspx?path=english/

http://libweb.lib.buffalo.edu/nemo/meetings/nemo2011.html
http://libweb.lib.buffalo.edu/nemo/meetings/nemo2011.html
http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/watersheds/
http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/watersheds/
http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/watersheds/map/index.aspx?path=english/
http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/watersheds/map/index.aspx?path=english/
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While visiting the Canadian Geographic website, take a look at their “Mapping” 
section (http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/mapping/). There are some very good 
maps here, including: the Canadian Atlas Online (http://www.canadiangeographic.
ca/atlas/) and maps of Canada in the world. Several unusual items to view are: 
Off the Map! (http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/mapping/offthemap.asp), 
showing humorous geographical features in Canada, and À La Carte (http://www.
canadiangeographic.ca/magazine/back_issues/department.asp?dept=alacarte), 
a page showing maps by Canadian Geographic cartographers, which is better 
seen than I can describe. A sample of a current map shows The Human Globe 
(http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/magazine/dec10/alacarte.asp): “If the size of 
populations dictated the size of nations, the world map would look very different.” 
This cartogram-like map shows the ‘alternate’ view of the world.

Surf Your Watershed
http://cfpub.epa.gov/surf/locate/index.cfm

http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/mapping/
http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/atlas/
http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/atlas/
http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/atlas/
http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/mapping/offthemap.asp
http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/magazine/back_issues/department.asp?dept=alacarte
http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/magazine/back_issues/department.asp?dept=alacarte
http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/magazine/dec10/alacarte.asp
http://cfpub.epa.gov/surf/locate/index.cfm
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As long as we are looking at Canada’s water supply, why not add a reminder 
about other sources of North American watershed data? Surf Your Watershed is 
a good place to begin for simple maps, contacts to data and organizations for a 
specific watershed, and other resources. It also covers the United States.

Searching may be conducted using specific fields (e.g., zip code, river name), or 
by using a graphical map approach. Select the state, then on the state page, click 
on the area of your watershed. A page is presented showing links to a variety of 
data, such as stream flow data and maps. The page is also good for providing a 
simple map of the river basin.

Resources here would be suitable for all types of users and provides for all levels 
of research, including public action groups. It is especially useful for hydrologists 
and environmental engineers.

Population Revisited

  World of 7 Billion
http://www.worldof7billion.org/

If someone took seven billion pennies and stacked them on top of each other, they 
would make a really tall stack. Such a number is virtually impossible to visualize 
and when describing people, the quantity seems unfathomable (note: one thousand 
times six million = six billion.). 

This website discusses the event of hitting seven billion humans on Earth in 
terms of the effect on  environmental and social issues. It offers data and studies 
of a wide range of topics so that research may be conducted to allow us to better 
understand the entire ramifications of seven billion people on the planet.
 
“The World of 7 Billion campaign is an educational resource for both students and 
teachers. Human population is set to hit seven billion by the end of 2011. As 
we approach this immense milestone, it is important to understand how we got 
here, analyze the impact of our choices, and realize that our decisions can and will 
impact the future.”
 
The site contains free lesson plans and study aids for teachers from grade-school 
through college. It contains a wealth of statistical data and the raw materials 
that will assist study and planning research for future planning. As noted on the 

http://www.worldof7billion.org/
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home page: “Though you are one person in almost 7 billion, you can make a 
difference.”

World of Seven Billion
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2011/03/age-of-man/map-interactive

On the same topic as the above resource, this is an interactive site that includes 
data and materials to demonstrate what seven billion people look like in graphic 
and numerical terms. See the following review under “Maps” for the print version 
of this.

View these resources: 

The Face of 7 Billion
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2011/03/age-of-man/face-interactive

This provides some comparisons and numbers relating to a variety of questions.

Seven Billion: Are You Typical?
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/the-magazine/the-magazine-
latest/ngm-7billion-typical.html

Video showing some concepts of what a ‘common’ person among 7 billion looks 
like. Other videos include a historical look at population growth leading up to the 
seven billion milestone: http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/the-
magazine/the-magazine-latest/ngm-7billion.html.

Maps

National Geographic Society (U.S.), Whitmore, David, Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory. The World of Seven Billion. Washington, D.C.: National Geographic 
Society, 2011 [Supplement to National Geographic, March 2011.]. Scale: [ca. 
1:75,000,000]. 1 map: col.; 79 x 51 cm.

This map accompanies an article on the same topic and shows population density, 
and includes (on map and verso) data on nationalities, religions, languages, life 
expectancy at birth, education and income levels, among others.

Trans-Continental Profile [Map supplement]. GSA Today 21:6 (June 2011) (doi: 
101130/G95A.1).

North America’s lithosphere has been studied using the most current techniques 
to provide a detailed cross-section of the continent. A detailed profile from 
this research has been published and included in this issue of the newsletter. It 
accompanies the article: “The Big Picture: a Lithospheric Cross Section of the 

http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2011/03/age-of-man/map-interactive
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2011/03/age-of-man/face-interactive
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/the-magazine/the-magazine-latest/ngm-7billion-typical.html
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/the-magazine/the-magazine-latest/ngm-7billion-typical.html
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/the-magazine/the-magazine-latest/ngm-7billion.html
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/the-magazine/the-magazine-latest/ngm-7billion.html
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North American Continent” [p. 4-10] and both article and profile worth noting for 
future reference.

Land Cover: the National Atlas of the United States of America. Reston, Va.: 
U.S Dept. of the Interior, USGS, 2011 (ISBN: 9781411330931). 1 map: col.; 110 
x 100 cm. (Scale: 1:5,000,000 Albers equal area proj. (Map and raw data available 
online: http://www.nationalatlas.gov/mld/lancovi.html).

This large map uses color to designate more than 20 distinct land use zones. It 
is easy to read, has descriptions, with images and index maps, for each land use 
type. Additional annotations explain how to interpret map data. Data is available 
at the Multi-Resolution Land Characteristics Consortium: http://www.mrlc.gov/.

One great feature of this map is that it uses an equal-area projection so that 
reasonable comparisons may be made regarding state dimensions. The inset maps 
of Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico are at the same scale allowing for direct size 
comparisons to other states.

This map would be a great tool for any studies from grade-school through adult 
learner and can be used for more than land use projects.

Black Hills National Forest (Agency : U.S.). Vestal Analysis Area: Hells Canyon 
R.D., Black Hills National Forest. Lakewood, Colo.: USDA Forest Service 
Rocky Mountain Region Black Hills National Forest, 2011. 20 maps: col.; 26 x 20 
cm.

Not every government document is published using traditional methods. This 
‘map’ is printed in an ‘on-demand’ style and velobound. It shows proposed uses 
for the specific project region. The ‘title page’ is a location map within the forest 
and 2 index maps provide access to the maps.

http://www.nationalatlas.gov/mld/lancovi.html
http://www.mrlc.gov/
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The map is an example of future trends for some government maps and 
demonstrates how GIS and office technology may be used to publish geospatial 
data relating to specific sites. It would be worth viewing by students and 
researchers in all fields, especially where there is a heavy concentration of map-
related data being used.

Atlases

Lavin, Stephen J., Shelley, Fred M., Archer, J. Clark. Atlas of the Great Plains. 
Lincoln, Neb.: University of Nebraska Press, 2011 (ISBN: 9780803215368). 1 
atlas (xvi, 335 p ) (Release date: July 2011).

Anyone who has seen the Great Plains knows how vast and grand it is. This atlas 
provides a history and geography of this expansive region of the United States 
and Canada. “The Great Plains, stretching northward from Texas into Canada, 
is a region that has been understudied and overlooked…. With more than three 
hundred original full-color maps, accompanied by extended explanatory text, this 
collection chronicles the history of the Great Plains, including political and social 
developments.”—Publisher description.

Included are a wide range of topics including: migration and settlement by Native 
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Americans and Europeans, agricultural history, natural history, and economics, 
among others. The maps are designed to “convey the significance of the region.” 

The publisher states that this is the “only current and comprehensive atlas of the 
Great Plains region, [and] it is also the first atlas to include both the United States 
and Canada, showing the region’s full length and breadth.”

The atlas would be great for any collection from high-school through adult 
learner, with interest for every field of study, especially history, geography, 
anthropology, economics, and natural history.

MacEachern, Sally. The New Cultural Atlas of the Islamic World. New York: 
Marshall Cavendish Reference, 2010 (ISBN: 9780761478799). 192 p., col. ill., 
col. Maps.

The growth of Islamism throughout the world has been dynamic and its study 
relevant to all fields. This atlas provides both historic and contemporary views 
of this religion. It discusses Islam in the context of its relationship with other 
religions and its effect on all nations.

Using color maps and photographs, the relationships between Islam and the world 
are described from its beginnings to present time.

This atlas, which is one of a series by the publisher, is designed for use by high-
school through adult learner and provides a wealth of information. Also included 
are a glossary and bibliography.

Books

Galgano, Francis A., Palka, Eugene Joseph. Modern Military Geography. New 
York: Routledge, 2011 (ISBN: 9780415870948). xiii, 437 p., ill., maps.

Warfare has driven cartography and geography throughout history. The military 
is among the largest producers of maps and charts. This book contains a series of 
studies on the history of military geography, effects on the land and society from 
military actions (including contemporary campaigns), as well as the development 
of map making from the standpoint of war.

The book contains chapters written for professionals and non-professionals, and 
covers topics such as environmental security, climate change and potential effects 
on the environment, how federal military land use impacts the U.S. and others.

This book would be useful for college through adult learner, with interest for 
studies in environment and climate, military geography and history, and other 
areas and is written for professional and layperson alike.
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Karan, Pradyumna P., Subbiah, Shanmugam P., and Gilbreath, Dick. The Indian 
Ocean Tsunami: the Global Response to a Natural Disaster. Lexington, Ky.: 
University Press of Kentucky, 2011 (ISBN: 9780813126524). xii, 310 p., ill.

Several earthquakes and their related tsunamis have devastated large areas 
of inhabited lands, destroying all in their wake. This book looks at one of 
these events from the standpoints of humanitarian assistance and emergency 
management. The situations have provided a series of case studies into the 
methods for providing aid and physical assistance following a major disaster.

This work is geared toward college and post-graduate work, as well as for disaster 
planners and studies in mitigation and reconstruction.

Gabrys, Jennifer. Digital Rubbish: a Natural History of Electronics. Ann Arbor: 
University of Michigan Press, 2011 (ISBN: 9780472117611). ix, 225 p., ill.

Globalization has an effect on the world and nowhere is it more prevalent that in 
the effect of electronic technologies on culture and the environment. Computers, 
cell phones, portable electronic devices, and a list of other technological 
innovations have transformed the world community. This transformation has a 
dark side to it.

A throw-away society creates a growing accumulation of off-cast electronic 
equipment. This equipment contains a number of elements and compounds 
that should not return to the Earth in a casual manner. However, the supply of 
electronic technology exceeds our ability to properly dispose of, or re-purpose the 
thousands of devices. With the growing rate of production disposal systems have 
lagged behind dramatically.

Most of the disposal systems in place now involve third-world countries; mostly 
the countries that do not use or have viable access to these modern wonders. 
Human-created disasters threaten people in countries such as Nigeria and India, 
where crude salvage operations recover small quantities of materials to the 
detriment of the environment.

This book highlights the problem, discusses the effect on nature, and also pro-
vides an anthropological view of how this ‘garbage’ is dealt with in the world. 
Contents include: 

Introduction: a natural history of electronics — Silicon elephants : the 
transformative materiality of microchips — Ephemeral screens : exchange at the 
interface — Shipping and receiving : circuits of disposal and the “social death” of 
electronics — Museum of failure : the mutability of electronic memory — Media 
in the dump : salvage stories and spaces of remainder — Conclusion : digital 
rubbish theory.
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This book would be at home in collections serving high-school through adult 
learner, with emphasis on social and environmental change caused by the elec-
tronic world that we have created for ourselves.

Conclusion

Summer is a time to rest, refresh, and enjoy—take along a few maps and enjoy 
summer even better! –DJB

http://www.ala.org/ala/magert
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MENU

OH DEAR, THERE MUST BE A LIBRARY CONFERENCE IN TOWN.
WE’VE BEEN INVADED BY HORDES DRESSED IN ROOMY JUMPERS,
ACCESSORIZED IN BUTTONS AND LANDYARDS, STILL WEARING 
THEIR NAME BADGES, AND TOTING SHOPPING BAGS 
FULL OF POSTERS AND HANDOUTS !

ORIGINAL FRENCH MARKET COFFEE

MENU

AHEM   WE’RE LIBRARIANS

OH ... WELL, WHY DON’T YOU 
LOOK LIKE LIBRARIANS

BECAUSE WE’RE MAP LIBRARIANS

!  !

!

?

Great Moments In Map Librarianship   by Jim Coombs


