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In just a few weeks we all will be gathering in San 
Diego for what will hopefully be another successful 
conference. The schedule is set and available to mem-
bers via the MAGERT page on ALA Connect. Unfortu-
nately it is looking like there will be no field trip in San 
Diego since I have not heard from any contacts I made 
at the Zoo. It is too bad since I thought this would have 
been a really educational and fun field trip. On the up 
side, we are having a combined happy hour/dinner with 
GODORT at the Proper Gastro Pub  http://propergastro-
pub.com/. This will be a great time to network and get 
to know some of our government document colleagues.

One of the discussions I hope people continue to have in our meetings is about 
virtual membership. This is becoming increasingly important as we try to boost 
our membership and participation and as travel budgets continue to shrink. Should 
we move some of our meetings or discussion groups to an all-virtual environment 
using ALA Connect as the venue for meeting? ACRL is having a lot of early suc-
cess with this model and I think we have something to learn from them. Hopefully 
everyone saw my call for participation in October. The offer still stands on a few 
of the positions, so if you are interested and haven’t gotten in touch yet it isn’t too 
late!

Wishing everyone a happy holiday season and safe travels to San Diego.  See you 
all in January!

Marcy

FROM THE CHAIR
Marcy Bidney, Pennsylvania State University

http://propergastropub.com/
http://propergastropub.com/
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MAGERT San	
  Diego Midwinter	
  2011

SATURDAY
Sat,	
  	
  January	
  8 8:00	
  am	
  -­‐	
  10:00	
  am	
   ExecuAve	
  Board	
  I HORTON-­‐	
  Regency	
  East
Sat,	
  	
  January	
  8 10:00	
  am	
  -­‐	
  12:00	
  noon	
   EducaAon	
  CommiJee	
   HORTON-­‐	
  Regency	
  East
Sat,	
  	
  January	
  8 1:30	
  pm	
  -­‐	
  3:30	
  pm	
   PublicaAons	
  CommiJee	
   GRAND	
  -­‐	
  Gibbons
Sat,	
  	
  January	
  8 3:30	
  pm	
  -­‐4:00pm Membership	
  CommiJee GRAND	
  -­‐	
  Gibbons
Sat,	
  	
  January	
  8 4:00	
  pm	
  -­‐	
  5:30pm Program	
  Planning	
  CommiJee GRAND	
  -­‐	
  Gibbons

SUNDAY
Sun,	
  	
  January	
  9 8:00	
  am	
  -­‐	
  10:00	
  am	
   Cataloging	
  Discussion	
  Group GRAND	
  -­‐	
  Gibbons
Sun,	
  	
  January	
  9 10:00	
  am	
  -­‐	
  12:00	
  noon	
   Cataloging	
  ClassificaAon	
  CommiJee	
   GRAND	
  -­‐	
  Gibbons
Sun,	
  	
  January	
  9 8:00	
  am	
  -­‐	
  10:00	
  am	
   By-­‐Laws GRAND	
  -­‐	
  Edward	
  A/B
Sun,	
  	
  January	
  9 10:00	
  am	
  -­‐	
  12:00	
  noon	
   GeoTech GRAND	
  -­‐	
  Edward	
  A/B
Sun,	
  	
  January	
  9 1:30	
  pm	
  -­‐	
  3:30	
  pm	
   GIS,	
  Data	
  and	
  Map	
  CollecAon	
  Mgt. SDCC	
  -­‐	
  Room	
  24C

	
  	
  Discussion	
  Group
MONDAY

Mon,	
  January	
  10 10:00am	
  -­‐	
  12:00	
  noon ExecuAve	
  Board	
  II SDCC	
  Room	
  28A
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ALCTS CCS/MAGERT
Cartographic Resources Cataloging Interest Group 

Sunday, June 27, 2010
Washington, D.C.

Carolyn Kadri, Cartographic Resources Cataloging Interest Group leader 
discussed the possibility of moving the Cataloging Interest Group to a virtual 
environment, as an alternative way of meeting, in lieu of traditional face-to-face 
meeting at Midwinter.  Attendees are urged to consider whether they need to meet 
in-person twice a year, or whether the Midwinter meeting can be virtual instead.  
Many attendees supported the virtual meeting in lieu of Midwinter meeting.  One 
attendee questioned why we don’t plan to do both.  Possible Web tools to conduct 
virtual meetings include: ALA Connect, webinar, videoconference, text chatting, 
or voice over Internet audio for more interactive discussion.  Several attendees 
discussed their experience using ALA Connect, benefits of its archive, and it is 
open to all ALA members.  Carolyn asked for a volunteer to assume responsibility 
for the group leader’s role following Annual 2010, but no one at the meeting 
volunteered. Interested parties should contact the MAGERT Chair, Marcy Bidney 
at mma17@psulias.psu.edu, or Carolyn Kadri at kadri@uta.edu.
 

Question: How do you treat item consists of a book and accompanying maps?

If the map is considered secondary to the larger text, and 
when the map is a one-of-a-kind, unique map, it might be 
important to have full bibliographic access to the accompa-
nying material.  The library could decide to make a sepa-
rate entry to bring out the cartographic content.

For maps designed to be folded, fold-out maps can be 
digitized to avoid adding any creases to the original piece.  
Original map can be filed permanently and preserved in a 
map case.  The preservation image can then be saved in a 
CD or printed out, folded, and attached back to the volume.  
In either case, the CD or printout will become the ac-
companying material to the book, and they can be shelved 
together in one location.  

Question: What kind of subject headings apply to quadrangles?

The new genre/form heading 655 Quadrangle maps has 

ON THE CATALOGING/CATALOGUING FRONT
Tammy Wong, Library of Congress

mailto:mma17%40psulias.psu.edu?subject=
mailto:kadri%40uta.edu?subject=
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been established.  One could apply the newly established 
genre/form heading 655 Quadrangle maps.  For 650/651, 
since the area covered by quadrangles does not tie squarely 
with a political entity or a geographic feature, it is sug-
gested using a free floater term Region as a bucket term to 
describe the area covered by the quadrangle, e.g.,

650  Geology—Illinois—Mackinaw Region—Maps.
655  Quadrangle maps.

Question:  How many of you use decimal degrees versus the traditional sexagesi-
mal system of degrees, minutes, and seconds (DMS) in your cataloging?

Catalogers now have a choice of entering the coordinates 
as decimal degrees, as opposed to DMS.  Decimal degrees 
are used in many GIS, web mapping applications such as 
Google Maps and GPS devices.  They are increasingly 
familiar to the public with GPS popularity and serve a 
broader purpose.  DMS, on the other hand, are most com-
mon on printed maps.    

There are many conversion tools available online.  Table 9 
in Appendix B.5 (Coordinate conversion tables) in Carto-
graphic Materials provides conversion from Decimal De-
grees to Sexagesimal System and back.  GNIS displays both 
decimal and DMS forms.  Catalogers now have a choice of 
supplying either or both systems in their record.

Question:  Are RDA instructions getting rid of square brackets in bibliographic 
records?

RDA instructions do not require bracket in field 255 even if 
the scale is not transcribed since sources have been ex-
panded to any source (RDA 7.25.3).  However, under RDA 
2.2.4, square brackets could still be used in title areas when 
the title is not found in the resource itself and is supplied by 
the cataloger.

Respectfully submitted,
Tammy Wong
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New Maps and Cartographic Materials,
Along with Other Items of Interest

David J. Bertuca, Map Librarian
University at Buffalo Libraries Map Collection

Year’s end! For those in academic libraries on semester calendars, the semester 
is over and the semester break is on. It also means that with all the faculty and 
students with a plethora of questions and requests, your mind has probably turned 
to mush. Amidst this period of high activity, the rest of the world marches on; and 
for new maps and cartographic production, all sorts of things are happening.

In this issue I have tried to put a few different concepts into my review, both to 
provide comments on new materials, and to bring a few good collections to your 
attention. The following selection represents many great resources available to us 
for helping our patrons with their mapping needs.

Collections Online

The following samples show collections that provide maps and cartographic data 
for their respective states or provinces, along with additional collections of maps 
from around the world.

John R. Borchert Map Library (University of Minnesota)
http://map.lib.umn.edu/

This collection has a wealth of materials on Minnesota as well as cartographic 
materials for other regions. Below I focus on the featured Minnesota collections. 
The Borchert Library’s online collections are extensive. Digital collections to date 
include:

•	 Minnesota Historical Aerial Photographs Online (MHAPO) with over 
67,000 Minnesota air photos (see entry below)

•	 Aerial Photography and Remote Sensed Imagery index of the Borchert 
Map Library’s aerial photography holdings (complete paper and online 
collections)

•	 Minnesota and Twin Cities Online Mapping Tools & Aerial Imagery, pro-
viding links to state-wide and Twin Cities online mapping tools

•	 Minnesota County Plat Maps and Atlases index to the Library’s county 
plat map and atlas holdings

•	 Historic Maps Collection, index to print maps
•	 Guides to nationally and locally produced online and interactive maps
•	 GIS Data index with links to online resources for nationally and locally 

produced GIS data

http://map.lib.umn.edu/
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MHAPO
http://map.lib.umn.edu/mhapo/

MHAPO “provides access to over 67,000 digital copies of Minnesota air photos 
found in our collection and available from Landview” (http://www.dnr.state.
mn.us/maps/landview.html). Use with or in addition to Landview to locate aerial 
photos by decade. Landview is a GIS showing layers for aerial photographs, 
thematic maps, and satellite images available in the collection.

Alabama Maps
http://alabamamaps.ua.edu/

Produced by the Cartographic Research Laboratory (College of Arts and Sciences, 
University of Alabama), this site provides access to maps in digital and print form 
from the Map Library collections. There are over 43,395 maps and 11,600 air 
photos.

This online collection is arranged as: the Contemporary Map Index, the Historical 
Map Archive, and the Aerial Photography Index.

The emphasis is on Alabama cartographic resources, including a wide range of 
themes, but there are also collections of maps covering U.S. regional and conti-
nental areas, for both historic and contemporary topics.

The aerial photo collection covers the entire state of Alabama and is arranged by 
county. Each county is arranged by city, town, or location, and locations include 
all dates available (from 1930s-present). Each aerial photograph will display 
using the Zoomify interface that allows for enlarging sections of the plate. Users 
desiring a print of one of the images must fill out an order form to purchase.

All maps on the Alabama Maps site may be ordered, or the user may view 
maps using Zoomify. Maps cannot be downloaded in full-size. Some of the 
contemporary maps may be downloaded as normal JPEG or PDF formats.

This site contains materials suitable for someone studying anything Alabama, but 
also has a wealth of maps covering the world from early times on. The interface 
allows for close examination of each map, with the option to purchase a copy. For 
planners, engineers, and those who study changes over time, the Alabama aerial 
photographs are good to be aware of.

Arizona Geospatial Data and Maps
http://uair.arizona.edu/item/292543

This site provides a combination of prepared thematic maps that may be viewed 
and used, and geospatial data that can be downloaded for GIS applications. The 

http://map.lib.umn.edu/mhapo/
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/maps/landview.html
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/maps/landview.html
http://alabamamaps.ua.edu/
http://uair.arizona.edu/item/292543
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prepared maps cover Arizona and Pima County, offering a variety of themes.
Data downloads include Arizona census sets (1870-1980) that cover a variety of 
topics.

For the study of Arizona ethnic, economic, and other statistically-related at-
tributes, this is a prime resource for study in almost any field. The materials are 
user-friendly, with thumbnails of maps, and descriptions that will assist the user in 
locating the desired materials.

Map and Data Library (Robarts Library, University of Toronto Libraries)
http://mdl.library.utoronto.ca/

This collection contains maps and geodata, arranged into three main sections: 
Statistics and Microdata, Geographic Information Systems, and Maps, Atlases 
& Air Photos. Each offers resources relating primarily to the Toronto region and 
Canada, but the collection also covers other places in the world. Image files may 
be downloaded in JPEG, JPEG2000, or Zoomify formats.

Scanned aerial photos cover not only the greater Toronto Area, they also have 
aerial photographs for many cities and regions in Ontario. View the Air Photos 
page at: (http://mdl.library.utoronto.ca/research/air-photos) for details and 
indexes.

These collections are of value to anyone studying Toronto and Ontario, and are 
also useful to planners and historians, looking for maps and images showing 
urban areas.

News
Another Reason to Keep Using Paper Maps: GPS May Be Reducing Your 
Brain’s Functions

Although the following research was done by professionals, I have enough anec-
dotal evidence of the demise of the human brain through GPS and Google map 
reliance.

Last night, as I was waiting to begin a meeting, outside the window we heard a 
rapping. One of our members was outside and she was asking how to get to the 
meeting room. The building where we meet is in process of major renovation and 
their main parking lot is closed (and torn up) and traffic has been diverted to the 
other side of the building to a new lot that was built.

Our member, a young woman, didn’t know where to find us and drove around for 
a long time while trying to figure it out. She said, “I followed the GPS and when 
I got to the address, it said to turn in, but there was no place to turn in. We parked 
on the street and walked around looking into windows until we recognized people 
in the room.”

http://mdl.library.utoronto.ca/
http://mdl.library.utoronto.ca/research/air-photos
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Now this woman is a regular attendee at our monthly meetings. However, when 
the GPS dropped her off at the old entrance, she freaked at the hole in the ground, 
rather than using common sense and trying the other entrance, which has always 
been there. I wondered what would have happened if the big “ROAD CLOSED, 
USE OTHER ENTRANCE” sign wasn’t in the way. I could see a tow truck 
pulling them out of the mud. “Well, the GPS said to turn here….”

Now on to the professionals:

Researchers at McGill University have presented three studies at the annual meet-
ing of the Society for Neuroscience in November, suggesting that relying on GPS 
to navigate may have a negative effect on brain function, especially on the hippo-
campus, the part of the brain involved in memory and navigation processes.

According to their findings, the aging process involves a shift in navigational 
strategies. Healthy young adults tend to spontaneously use a spatial approach 
when navigating a virtual maze but most older adults used a response strategy.

That shift may lead to atrophy of the hippocampus, a risk factor for cognitive 
problems in normal aging and in Alzheimer’s disease, explains neuroscientist 
Veronique Bohbot, associate professor of psychiatry at the Douglas Mental Health 
University Institute and McGill University. The hippocampus is one of the first 
brain areas to be affected by Alzheimer’s disease, causing problems with memory 
and spatial orientation.

Read the PhysOrg.com article: “Study suggests reliance on GPS may reduce hip-
pocampus function as we age” http://www.physorg.com/news/2010-11-reliance-
gps-hippocampus-function-age.html for more information.

For a more popular-news article, try: “GPS addict? It may be eroding your brain” 
http://today.msnbc.msn.com/id/40138522/ns/health-mental_health/

Another sign that GPS may be hazardous to the unwary

A short story from Bend, Oregon is a warning by officials that GPS may cause 
travel woes:

“As Holiday travelers take to the state’s highways and back roads, search and 
rescue officials warn that short cut may not be any quicker. As more drivers rely 
on their in-dash GPS to choose the quickest route, officials are warning against 
taking remote mountain roads this time of year. 

A Texas couple was recently rescued after their car got stuck in the snow on Bear 
Camp Road in the southern Oregon Coast Range. The same road claimed the life 
of a San Francisco man after his family was stranded back in 2006. Bear Camp 

http://www.physorg.com/news/2010-11-reliance-gps-hippocampus-function-age.html
http://www.physorg.com/news/2010-11-reliance-gps-hippocampus-function-age.html
http://today.msnbc.msn.com/id/40138522/ns/health-mental_health/
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Road is a narrow path that winds through a rugged section of the coast range, 
from Grants Pass to Agness. Josephine County deputies say several signs are 
posted throughout the area, warning of a winter closure and of the danger ahead. 
It’s unclear why the Texas couple attempted the route. Rescuers were forced to use 
a snowcat because the snow was too deep for four-wheel-drive vehicles.”

Read the entire article at: http://www.mycentraloregon.com/news/local/1303370/
Short-Cut-May-Not-Save-Time.html&print=y

Even Today Maps Sometimes Need Correcting

Things don’t always work out in the map world. Here is an article from 
November, in which some maps needed to be redrawn to fix errors that would 
potentially cause incorrect insurance adjustments if needed in an emergency.

The article is: “County, FEMA Team Up to Fix Flood Map Errors” (http://www.
kingmandailyminer.com/main.asp?SectionID=1&SubSectionID=798&Article
ID=41521) and relates how the Mohave County Flood Control District has been 
working with the Federal Emergency Management Agency for a number of years 
to fix county flood insurance maps and to improve their accuracy overall.

Remember too, that FEMA provides a wealth of information, plus online access 
to their flood maps: http://www.fema.gov/hazard/flood/info.shtm. Their website 
includes additional articles and news on recent changes to flood insurance 
regulations, as well as stories on other flood-related events that are affected by the 
mapping program.

Maps

National Forests of the Pacific Southwest Region. Vallejo, CA: USDA, Forest 
Service, Pacific Southwest Region, Geospatial Services, 2010. 1 map: col.; 68 x 
52 cm., folded to 17 x 26 cm. Scale 1:2,000,000; relief shown by shading.

This map shows all the national forests in California (which is Forest Service Re-
gion 5 Pacific Southwest). Also shown are national parks, forest service managed 
lands (e.g., national grasslands), and NFS offices. Included are similar areas along 
the borders with Oregon, Nevada, and Arizona. An index map shows the other 
Forest Service Regions in the U.S. Related materials may be found at: http://www.
fs.fed.us/r5/. The website is worth looking at for anyone in Region 5 as it offers a 
good amount of related data, such as “Climate Change in Region 5” (http://www.
fs.fed.us/r5/climate/), which provides in-depth materials on the subject (see also 
National Forest Service Climate Change, in websites below).

Of special note is an inset: Pacific island partners (Scale 1:45,000,000), showing 
U.S. Protectorates in the South Pacific that have forests that are administered by 

http://www.mycentraloregon.com/news/local/1303370/Short-Cut-May-Not-Save-Time.html&print=y
http://www.mycentraloregon.com/news/local/1303370/Short-Cut-May-Not-Save-Time.html&print=y
http://www.kingmandailyminer.com/main.asp?SectionID=1&SubSectionID=798&ArticleID=41521
http://www.kingmandailyminer.com/main.asp?SectionID=1&SubSectionID=798&ArticleID=41521
http://www.kingmandailyminer.com/main.asp?SectionID=1&SubSectionID=798&ArticleID=41521
http://www.fema.gov/hazard/flood/info.shtm
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/climate/
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/climate/
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their respective states.

This map is useful for anyone needing to see the extent of national forests in the 
state, along with locations of offices. It will also be handy for anyone wanting to 
see the total natural resource areas in California (national parks, forests, wildlife 
areas). It could be used for general directions because major cities and towns, as 
well as roads, are also shown.

Atlas

Satellite Image Atlas of Glaciers of the World
http://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/p1386/

This atlas, also published as the U.S. Geological Survey Professional Paper; 
1386, is an atlas and data guide for those studying glaciers. The print version 
(ISBN: 9781411326095) contains further chapters and updates an earlier edition. 
The original publication contains 11 chapters, most of which are available online. 
Each contains maps and plates as well as descriptive text. 

The chapters are:
A: State of the Earth’s Cryosphere at the Beginning of the 21st Century (not avail-
able online)
B: Antarctica http://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/p1386b/
C: Greenland: http://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/p1386c/
D: Iceland: (not available online)
E: Glaciers of Europe: http://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/p1386e/
F: Glaciers of Asia: http://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/p1386f/
G: Glaciers of the Middle East and Africa: http://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/p1386g/
H: Glaciers of Irian Jaya, Indonesia, and New Zealand: http://pubs.usgs.gov/prof/
p1386h/
I: Glaciers of South America: http://pubs.usgs.gov/prof/p1386i/
J: Glaciers of North America: http://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/p1386j/
K: glaciers of Alaska: http://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/p1386k/

This work is of use not only to glaciologists, but to climatologists, climate change 
and environmental studies, and others.

Websites and Resources

World Trade Ref
http://www.worldtraderef.com/

“World Trade Press is a developer and publisher of professional books and e-con-
tent, specifically designed for those engaged in international trade and business 

http://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/p1386/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/p1386b/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/p1386c/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/p1386e/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/p1386f/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/p1386g/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/prof/p1386h/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/prof/p1386h/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/prof/p1386i/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/p1386j/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/p1386k/
http://www.worldtraderef.com/
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travel. Our products foster international commerce and understanding by serving 
as practical and comprehensive reference tools.”—about page.

This is a good site for acquiring data, maps, and related materials. It requires a 
subscription, but if you handle global economic questions, it may be a good place 
to find what you need for your users. It is geared toward higher education and 
professional users.

However, if you go to the following link: http://www.worldtraderef.com/wtr_nl/
WTR_site/maps_new.asp?cid=58, there are free-access maps for every country in 
the world. For each country, there are the following maps: Political, Political with 
Provinces (states, etc.), Physical, Natural Earth (relief), Population, Precipitation, 
Temperature, Outline, and Outline with Provinces. The maps are high quality, 
with good color use, and may be either viewed online (zoomify), or downloaded 
(pdf).

Climate Change (United States. National Forest Service)
http://www.fs.fed.us/climatechange/

Here is an excellent website for data and resources on climate change, especially 
as it relates to forests and grasslands. This site, along with the Climate Change 
Resource Center (http://www.fs.fed.us/ccrc/), provides a wealth of materials, 
including maps, that discuss environmental interaction related to climate. Topics 
include: Research & Development, Ecosystem Services: Carbon, 	 Sustainable 
Operations, International Programs, Sustainable Resource Management, Educator 
Resources, Biomass Utilization, and Ecological Restoration.

This website is a valuable tool for students and educators, high-school through 
adult learner. It provides a wide variety of resources and links to good related 
sites. It is definitely one to remember for the future.

Forest Service Kids
http://www.fs.fed.us/kids/

As long as we are looking at the national forests and resources, here is a great 
site for younger students and their teachers. Here are age-specific educational 
materials and activities for young people to learn about all aspects of agriculture. 
There are also links to the most important agri-related organizations and agencies 
in the United States.

Included are sections on conservation, proper eating and nutrition, nature, and 
science. This is perfect for grade-school through high-school students, teachers, 
and parents, as well as for those who work with youth organizations.

http://www.worldtraderef.com/wtr_nl/WTR_site/maps_new.asp?cid=58
http://www.worldtraderef.com/wtr_nl/WTR_site/maps_new.asp?cid=58
http://www.fs.fed.us/climatechange/
http://www.fs.fed.us/ccrc/
http://www.fs.fed.us/kids/
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MapHappy
http://www.lib.umn.edu/apps/maphappy/

This search system uses a Google-map setup that lets the user search and locate 
maps using a world map that can zoom into local regions. If a map exists in the 
collection that has been digitized, the location/region is indicated on the main map 
display so that it may be accessed directly. A browse tab allows one to view each 
map available.

One-Day-In
http://one-day-in.com/

“ONE-DAY-IN.COM is the new portal for blogs, news, history, travel diaries and 
upcoming events.”—get started page.

You can share and explore history, news, and upcoming events worldwide, in real-
time. “What has and will happen, when and where.” There is a search system and 
you can then zoom in/out, open a preview window, or open articles using your 
mouse.

This is a new Web concept in data gathering. Using “crowdsourcing” (interesting 
new term you will see more of; definition: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Crowdsourcing) and other means, this blog/site adds data in a variety of themes, 
from users and from sources the author has identified. Data is geo-referenced on a 
Google map so that you can search a place name and see what data is available for 
that name. Or you can view a map of the world and scroll around for yourself in 
any region.

This one is a site you will need to view to better understand the potential, either 
for using it, or for creating something in your own collection, or from among your 
own users.

Atlas of Guatemala
http://www.hoeckmann.de/karten/amerika-nord/guatemala/index.htm

Do you need a political or relief map of Guatemala? Perhaps a themed map? Here 
is a site that provides a variety of map themes for the country, and for other coun-
tries as well. It is a Web resource guide that uses a thumbnail of each map as the 
button to access it. The site is mostly in German, but navigation is simple.

The website actually covers the entire world, by continent, then country and has 
a search box for ease of use. Links are to decent maps from reliable sources, and 
cover a range of themes. This is a great site for any user, especially for those 
needing quick access to maps for projects and teaching.

http://www.lib.umn.edu/apps/maphappy/
http://one-day-in.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crowdsourcing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crowdsourcing
http://www.hoeckmann.de/karten/amerika-nord/guatemala/index.htm
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iRevolution
http://irevolution.wordpress.com/projects/

iRevolution is a weblog collection to be used for improving the world using technol-
ogy. In particular, it offers a variety of tools and ideas for research in crisis manage-
ment, human networking for change, as well as a place to share concepts through 
studies and conferences.In the words of the author: iRevolutionaries can be described 
as individuals who undertake nonviolent activity by relying primarily on their own 
skills or networks to conduct their actions.

Resources include: dealing with humanitarian emergencies, mapping real-time data 
on conflict situations, using IT in crisis management, the rapidly changing role of 
information communication technology (ICT), and “digital activism in repressive 
regimes,” among others. Especially useful for mappers are the following:

Crisis Mapping
http://irevolution.wordpress.com/category/crisis-mapping/

This blog is probably most useful for studies in crisis management, disaster plan-
ning, international political/social change, new concepts in mapping, and social 
services. It is definitely worth examining if your collection supports these fields.

Humanitarian Mapping
http://unosat.web.cern.ch/unosat/asp/prod_free.asp

Produced by the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), 
the Operational Satellite Applications Programme, and implemented in co-op-
eration with the European Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN), this site 
contains satellite-image based maps showing geographic areas of high interest to 
researchers in disaster management and related fields.

Using UNOSAT images, each map shows a particular event or situation (i.e., 
earthquake event), giving details and references for study. You may subscribe to 
the RSS feed to be briefed on new map arrivals.

For disaster planners, earthquake engineers, and for those studying various natural 
and man-made disasters and situations, this site provides suitable maps and data. 
Additional maps may be obtained on request.

Map- and Chart-Making: the Art and Science of Cartography: Resources on 
the Internet
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~feegi/carto.html

Here is a nice, simple page devoted to cartography. It is geared mainly toward 
high-school/college learners, providing basics of: the art and science of 

http://irevolution.wordpress.com/projects/
http://irevolution.wordpress.com/category/crisis-mapping/
http://irevolution.wordpress.com/projects/
http://irevolution.wordpress.com/projects/
http://unosat.web.cern.ch/unosat/asp/prod_free.asp
http://unosat.web.cern.ch/unosat/asp/prod_free.asp
http://unosat.web.cern.ch/unosat/asp/prod_free.asp
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~feegi/carto.html
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~feegi/carto.html
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cartography, how to locate maps, courses in cartography, and related topics. It is 
handy for someone needing an introduction to cartography, as well as for someone 
who is further along the path. It is also helpful for teachers wanting to develop 
lesson/course plans.

CIMSS Satellite Blog: a Weblog of Meteorological Satellite Imagery Relevant 
to Current Weather Events
http://cimss.ssec.wisc.edu/goes/blog/

Published by the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Cooperative Institute for 
Meteorological Satellite Studies (CIMSS) this is a site that introduces data links to 
satellite imagery of various aspects of climate, including: atmospheric conditions, 
temperatures, climate activities relating to current meteorological conditions, and 
other topics. Many of the images are map animations showing trends and changes 
over time.

The intent of this blog is to showcase examples of some of the meteorological 
satellite images and products that are available to (or created by) scientists and 
researchers at NOAA’s Cooperative Institute for Meteorological Satellite Stud-
ies (CIMSS), located at the University of Wisconsin-Madison’s Space Science 
and Engineering Center (SSEC). Interesting and/or educational satellite images 
relevant to current weather events are shown and discussed. Emphasis is on local 
(Wisconsin region) events, but significant weather events in other parts of the 
United States are also included. The focus is on Upper Midwest and Great Lakes 
regions satellite images.

This is a good site for climate and weather studies, environmental mapping and 
historic studies, or for general interest by viewers at any age.

1641 Depositions (Trinity College Dublin Library)
http://1641.eneclann.ie/

This Web collection is described as “comprising transcripts and images of all 
4000 depositions, examinations and associated materials in which Protestant men 
and women of all classes told of their experiences following the outbreak of the 
rebellion by the Catholic Irish in October, 1641.”—main page.

This site does not have maps, but it is of great importance to the study of Irish 
history, especially of the religious history of the country. The rebellion of 1641 
was violent and bloody, and this collection contains a wealth of source documents 
relating to the period. Registration is required to access the documents, which is a 
matter of creating a username/password.

Searching can be done in a variety of ways, including surname, age, nationality, 
place names, counties, occupations, etc. 

http://cimss.ssec.wisc.edu/goes/blog/
http://cimss.ssec.wisc.edu/goes/blog/
http://cimss.ssec.wisc.edu/goes/blog/
http://1641.eneclann.ie/
http://1641.eneclann.ie/


base line 31(6): 18

This is a great example of a manuscript/special collection being made available 
online, and will be useful to historians, anthropologists, genealogists, and persons 
conducting Irish studies. It would be useful to map collections having maps of the 
period (or current maps) that could be used as supplemental materials for using 
the Deposition collection.

Distribution of Blood Types
http://anthro.palomar.edu/vary/vary_3.htm

Blood provides an ideal opportunity for the study of human variation without 
cultural prejudice.  It can be easily classified for many different genetically 
inherited blood typing systems. Since blood type is rarely considered in selecting 
a mate, it is a good method for studying human variation worldwide.

There are 29 known blood systems in the world that are shared by everyone, with 
some level of similarity and sharing among the other primates. So mapping of this 
distribution can provide a wealth of data that could be used for population and 
human interaction studies.

Also, since you inherited your blood types from your parents and since the 
environment in which you live cannot change them, blood types are markers that 
can be objectively studied without any bias.

This site provides data and maps for study of human evolutionary history. 
It would also be useful for high-school through college human biology and 
demographics studies.

Ham Radio Prefix Maps
http://www.mapability.com/ei8ic/maps/prefix/index.php

Here is a map site that has more than one use. Read the main purpose first, then 
read on to see how you might also employ it for map requests.

This page serves as an introduction to the Ham Radio Prefix Maps section of this 
website. Ham Radio prefixes are the letters that are used as part of each operator’s 
call signal (a radio equivalent to an email user id). These are regulated worldwide 
to make it easy for someone to identify an operator’s region of origin. The site has 
maps of 38 of the most comprehensive Ham Prefix Maps available on the Internet. 

The maps are extracted from the Global Overlay Mapper suite; if you like the 
maps, you may wish to consider obtaining the Global Overlay Mapper software 
(http://www.mapability.com/ei8ic/gom/download.php). There also is the option 
on the Ham Radio site for you to produce maps of regions, without call signals. In 
other words, outline maps or maps that can be used for any purpose.

http://anthro.palomar.edu/vary/vary_3.htm
http://anthro.palomar.edu/vary/vary_3.htm
http://www.mapability.com/ei8ic/maps/prefix/index.php
http://www.mapability.com/ei8ic/maps/prefix/index.php
http://www.mapability.com/ei8ic/gom/download.php
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The main interest to us though, is that the maps provide a decent amount of data, 
nicely drawn. The maps might be useful for someone needing general maps of 
regions of the world. Students and teachers—especially grade-school, but also 
older students—will find this site to be worth visiting for simple maps for use in 
projects or lessons.

Top Ten Rivers of the World
http://ahoy.tk-jk.net/macslog/TheTopTenRiversoftheWorld.html

Not a deep resource, but this one goes a long way to show you the 10 longest 
rivers in the world. This is a good site for a quick map of each river.

Books

Haas, Robert B. Through the Eyes of the Vikings: an Aerial Vision of Arctic 
Lands. Washington, D.C.: National Geographic; Enfield: Ragged Bears [distribu-
tor], 2010 (ISBN: 9781426206382). 219 p.: chiefly col. ill., col. maps; 39 cm.

Aerial photography is an incredible way to see the world. It is a visual map 
of any place or region. Robert Haas has produced several collections of aerial 
photography (e.g., Through the Eyes of the Gods: an Aerial Vision of Africa 
and Through the Eyes of the Condor: an Aerial Vision of Latin America), and 
this volume continues the series with full-color views of Arctic Circle sites. The 
truly diverse Arctic countries and oceans are vividly captured, with a focus on 
landscape, nature, and human interactions.

This book is not only useful as a visual resource, it also provides graphic evidence 
of an environment that is rich in beauty, giving proof of the need to protect and 
preserve the Arctic. It would be of interest to school-age through adult learner, 
and in studies of environment, photography, Arctic studies, geography, and other 
areas. Preview photos and order information may be found at: http://shop.nation-
algeographic.com/ngs/product/books/new-books/through-the-eyes-of-the-vikings.

Wood, Denis, Fels, John, and Krygier, John. Rethinking the Power of Maps. New 
York: Guilford Press, 2010 (ISBN: 9781593853662). x, 335 p.: ill., maps; 26 cm. 
(Also available as an e-book: see: OCLC: 609863678).

Revisiting the themes of The Power of Maps (1992, ISBN: 0898624924), this 
book reconsiders what maps are used for, how they are designed to suit various 
interests, and unique and unusual new ways that maps are being used.

Contents: Mapping. Maps blossom in the springtime of the state — Unleashing 
the power of the map — Signs in the service of the state — Making signs talk to 
each other — Counter-mapping. Counter-mapping and the death of cartography 
— Talking back to the map — Map art: stripping the mask from the map — Map-

http://ahoy.tk-jk.net/macslog/TheTopTenRiversoftheWorld.html
http://ahoy.tk-jk.net/macslog/TheTopTenRiversoftheWorld.html
http://shop.nationalgeographic.com/ngs/product/books/new-books/through-the-eyes-of-the-vikings
http://shop.nationalgeographic.com/ngs/product/books/new-books/through-the-eyes-of-the-vikings
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making, counter-mapping, and map art in the mapping of Palestine.

Gift Ideas

Map Blankets: Put Your Favorite Place on Your Bed
http://pistilsf.com/

Did you ever want to give someone something but you simply ran out of ideas? 
A friend just sent me information on a great gift item you can give someone, that 
will remind them of you every time it gets chilly: Maps on a blanket.

These are not just simple maps, but detailed ones, derived from electronic maps. 
(See the About page: http://pistilsf.com/about/ to learn how they are doing it.)

Nikki Gunn Rodenbeck came up with a way to incorporate maps on blankets 
and napkins (as of this time, napkin products are not available) and she has 
released a new line starting with two styles (with more to come). The blankets 
are lightweight fleece, while the napkins are 100% cotton, and are produced to 
be environmentally-friendly throughout.  Give a gift that will remind someone 

http://pistilsf.com/
http://pistilsf.com/
http://pistilsf.com/about/
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special of you!

Hammond, Paula. The Atlas of the World’s Most Dangerous Animals: Map-
ping Nature’s Born Killers. Tarrytown, NY: Marshall Cavendish, 2010 (ISBN: 
9780761478706). 224 p.: col. ill., col. maps; 31 cm.

This is a juvenile book, but would be of interest to school through adult learners, 
mainly for its illustrations and maps. The book shows each animal’s anatomy, 
habits, and geographical spread. Chapters are arranged by continent. As a gift, it 
would be a great starter for a young geographer-to-be.

National Geographic Atlas of the World. 9th ed. Washington, D.C.: National Geo-
graphic Society, 2010 (ISBN: 9781426206344). 424 p.: col. ill, col. maps; 31 cm.

The newest edition of this work is now available. It needs little introduction 
or description, but here are the basic details: the Atlas contains 300 maps, 250 
illustrations, and 50 color photographs. Many new maps and current data have 
been added.

Overall, this is an excellent atlas and would be valuable in any collection, public 
or private. As in the past, there is a hardcover and softcover edition, and several 
“student” and “concise” spinoff editions. 

However—for those who truly have everything—the following may be just the 
perfect gift (I am not even going to mention the price, because if you have to ask, 
you are probably like me and don’t have that kind of money laying around—
check the website for the price):

National Geographic Atlas of the World. Platinum 9th ed. Washington, D.C.: 
National Geographic Society, 2010 (ISBN: 9781426206344). 424 p.: col. ill, col. 
maps; 31 cm.

Be one of only 2,000 people in the world to own this unique edition of the fa-
mous Atlas. The National Geographic Atlas of the World, Platinum Edition will 
be among the richest bound with an elegant Italian leather cover in your choice of 
black or navy blue with complementary moiré patterned cloth end-sheets and em-
broidered headbands. The spine will be hand-stamped with decorative silver foil. 
Inside you’ll find an elegant parchment page printed with an official Statement of 
Authenticity and the number of your exclusive edition, overlaid with sheer vellum 
for added protection.

Each edge of the Atlas is meticulously gilded in silver, and a luxurious ribbon 
marker is sewn in. 

•	 424 pages
•	 Grand 12" x 18" format
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•	 Expansive 144-page place-name index with more than 150,000 references
•	 300 maps, 250 illustrations, 50 color photographs
•	 Soft, supple leather cover in your choice of navy or black will be personal-

ized with hand-stamped silver foil
•	 Pages are painstakingly hand-sewn with great care in sections of 16. This 

allows the book to open flat and retain its pristine condition for a lifetime
•	 Official statement of authenticity printed on the finest parchment paper 

and overlaid with sheer vellum for added protection. This page includes 
the number of your edition and your own customized personalization

•	 Each edge of the Atlas is delicately gilded in silver to give a polished, 
high-end appearance

•	 Head and tail bands designed in colors to match your cover add a finishing 
touch.

Conclusion
Another year is ending—a new one is beginning. Maps are forever. Happy New 
Year!  —DJB
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DO YOU MEAN SOMETHING
BESIDES A STUDENT ASSISTANT
WHY DON‛T YOU ASK SANTA CLAUS
FOR A TOOL TO HELP WITH THAT

?

OUCH 
SHELVING MAPS IN THE
BOTTOM OF DRAWERS 
IS A PAIN IN THE BACK
I NEED A TOOL OR SOMETHING
TO MAKE THIS EASIER

!
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BOYS, I NEED YOUR HELP. I GOT THE ODDEST REQUEST 
FROM A MAP LIBRARIAN.  HE WANTS A TOOL
THAT WILL HELP LIFT LAYERS OF MAPS 

HOW ABOUT SOMETHING 
LIKE A PIZZA OVEN PADDLE?

WOULD A TAPERED STICK WORK
WE COULD CALL IT A "MAP SWORD  "

?

YEAH, THAT
MIGHT WORK ...

HEY, THAT‛S IT   AND THEY CAN USE IT FOR
FRIDAY AFTERNOON LIBRARY PIZZA PARTIES!
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Great Moments In Map Librarianship   by Jim Coombs


