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Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). IFLA representatives  

involved in these advocacy efforts at the U.N. were Donna  

Scheeder, Loida Garcia-Febo, Gerald Leitner, and Stuart Hamilton. 

The event also included reports from colleagues in Asia, Africa, 

Latin America and the Caribbean speaking about their Building 

Strong Library Associations workshops in those regions. 

All types of libraries, including academic, public, school, and  

special, can join efforts to promote the SDGs in their countries and 

cities. As per the United Nations, the SDGs are a universal call to 

action to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure that all people 

enjoy peace and prosperity.  

 Libraries from all over the world are already helping their  

communities and countries to achieve the SDGS by providing  

information and in many cases collaborating with agencies and  

organizations in efforts related to the environment, gender equality, 

sustainable cities, clean water, quality education, peace, justice, and 

strong institutions, among others. We would like to encourage  

libraries and library workers to continue advocating that libraries 

and access to information be placed on the agenda of decision  

makers. IFLAôs Access and Opportunity for All: How Libraries 

Contribute to the United Nations 2030 Agenda, is a booklet with 

useful examples and recommendations for policymakers demon-

strating the contribution of libraries to the UN Sustainable Develop-

ment Goals (SDGs). The materials also include a handout which 

librarians could adapt or distribute when meeting with decision 

makers.  

Elizabeth Cramer, IRRT Chair, adopts the  

United Nations Sustainability Goals as her theme.  

Editorôs note:  Elizabeth Cramer, Chair of IRRT  and Loida Garcia-

Febo, Chair-Elect, attended the IFLA conference in August.  Both left 

inspired by the United Nationsôs goals for sustainable world  

development.  Following is part of their report. 

 

Related to these efforts, a new multi-year pro-

gramme was announced, the International  

Advocacy Programme (IAP). The goal is to 

develop the IAP to give the library sector the 

capacity to create and promote a favorable 

policy framework for valued library services to 

the community, set and implement regional 

and national action agendas, and build  

advocacy skills.  

This programme kicked off in November with a 

regional workshop in Singapore for Asia/Oceania, 

and subsequent workshops in Uruguay for Latin 

America and the Caribbean and Pretoria for Africa. 

Another workshop is scheduled in December in 

Brussels for Europe. More workshops and events 

will be announced next year.  

http://www.ifla.org/publications/node/10546
http://www.ifla.org/publications/node/10546
http://www.ifla.org/node/11013
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This issue showcases a variety of ways in which we, as librarians, 

continue to embrace diversity, equity, tolerance and  

understanding.  It includes articles about the United Nations 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development and a virtual library in India 

which offers access to 230,000 electronic items in 8 Indian  

languages.  Another shows how librarians find a way to share with 

each otherñeven when an Iranian librarian is unable to present in 

person.  And we celebrate with the Mortenson Center for  

International Library Programs as they celebrate their first 25 

years.  During this time they have provided support for capacity 

building efforts to librarians from places such as Armenia,  

Myanmar, Nepal, Tanzania, and Colombia to name just a few. 

Special congratulations to our own Past Chair Robin Kear on her 

selection as an IFLA International Leader.  We know you will  

enjoy and learn! 

Happy Holidays and Happy Reading in 2017! 

Cheers,  

Gail And Karen 

 

http://www.ala.org/irrt/intlleads/internationalleads
mailto:Elizabeth%20Cramer%20%3ccrameree@appstate.edu%3e
mailto:loidagarciafebo@gmail.com
mailto:jhickok@Exchange.FULLERTON.EDU
mailto:Angelique.Simmons@gmail.com
mailto:sandy.hirsh@sjsu.edu
http://ischoolapps.sjsu.edu/email/email.php?fname=Sandra&lname=Hirsh
mailto:richard.sapon-white@oregonstate.edu
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A LA  
midwinter is 

next month, January 
20-23, in Atlanta. For 
IRRT, this means we 
are coordinating and 
publicizing our ALA 

Annual programming, preparing the ballot for the 
upcoming 2017-2018 Executive Board member  
elections, and gearing up to make committee  
appointments, to be effective immediately following 
ALA Annual.    

In preparation for the 2017 Annual Conference, 
IRRT has issued the calls for proposals from the 
International Papers Committee and the Chairõs 
Program. Both programs will focus on the United 
Nations Sustainable Developments Goals (SDGs), 
highlighting how libraries can better the lives of all 
people and protect our planet. If you believe  
libraries can work to ensure social justice, reduce 
inequality, or stop global warming, please consider 
submitting a proposal and/or attending.  

And keep a lookout for a call for submissions for 
international posters (deadline February 3) and the 
ALA Annual IRRT Pre-Conference, coming soon. 

We are also grateful that the IRRT Ad-Hoc  
Endowment Committee continues with their efforts 
to increase our endowment. The Committee is plan-
ning a fund-raising drive in December to increase 
sustainable funding to support international pro-
gramming at ALA Conferences, provide hospitality 
to international conference attendees, and promote 
interest in library issues and librarianship worldwide. 

Soon our Chair-Elect, Loida Garcia-Febo will be 
making committee appointments for the upcoming 
2017-2018 term. Be sure and visit the ALA IRRT 
Committees page in order to request an appoint-
ment to an ALA IRRT committee.  

I am looking forward to seeing many of you at ALA 
Midwinter in Atlanta. Enjoy your winter break and 
safe travels wherever life takes you.  

Kind regards,  

Beˁʑ Crˉɵˏʞ 

IRRT meetings and programs  

IRRT International Papers Proposals:  
December 17, 2016 

IRRT Chair's Program Proposals:  
January 18, 2017 

International Poster Session applications:  
February 3, 2017 

For more information contact  
Beth Cramer (crameree@appstate.edu) 
or Delin Guerra (dguerra@ala.org) . 

IRRT Submission Deadlines 

Saturday, January 21, 2017  

IRRT All Subcommittee Meeting*  
8:30 am ð 10:30 am  
Location: Georgia World Congress Center-  
A313/A314 

*IRRT Chairõs Meeting: 8:30 - 9:00 am 

 IRRT Subcommittee meetings 9:00-10:00am 

 IRRT Subcommittee Reports 10:00 ð 10:30am 

Sunday, January 22, 2017 

IRRT Executive Committee Meeting 
8:30 am ð 10:30 am  
Location: Georgia World Congress  
Center- A316 

From Our Chairé 

Beth Cramer 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.ala.org/irrt/irrtcommittees/committees
http://www.ala.org/irrt/irrtcommittees/committees
mailto:crameree@appstate.edu
mailto:dguerra@ala.org
https://www.facebook.com/International-Relations-Round-Table-244416388965473/
http://alairrt.blogspot.ca/
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This article is a follow-up to ôForging New Library Connections 
Between Vermont and Peruõ which appeared in the December 
2015 issue (p.4) of International Leads  and reported on our ini-
tial visit to Pontifical Catholic University of Peru (PUCP) where 
we began exploring library collaboration as an expansion of an 
institutional affiliation agreement between PUCP and University 
of Vermont. 

 Building relationships between  
university libraries 
The umbrella affiliation agreement 
between the University of Ver-
mont and PUCP, in effect since 
2010, initially focused on the sub-
ject areas of biomedical technolo-
gy and instrumentation. However, 
as relationships on the two cam-
puses were built and strengthened, other collaborative 
opportunities beyond the original focus emerged, includ-
ing with Engineering, Public Administration, and the 
Libraries. 

In our first visit last September 2015, we highlighted use 
of library subject guides as tools to organize information 
resources in curated, focused ways. PUCP Libraries sub-
sequently pursued this as a major initiative, and recently 
launched their thematic guides as a prominent link from 
their library home page. 

Kathia Hanza, Director of PUCP Libraries, expressed 
interest in facilitating our return in March 2016, to focus 
on development of library research guides as a mecha-
nism to present library resources in contextually mean-
ingful ways.  When we did return in March, it was with a 
sense of familiarity and connection that allowed us to 
launch into more focused dialog and work. We were 
coming in with an understanding of both the institutional 

infrastructure and the graciousness and collegiality of our 
Peruvian colleagues. It felt like a homecoming of sorts. 

Library Research Guides 
By the time we returned to Lima, PUCP librarians had 
established a relationship with a vendor to manage li-
brary guides, and were already into the process of  
administering, conceptualizing, and creating prototypes 

for guides, as a pilot project. 

Our first day, draft subject 
guides on Geography,  
Environment, Economics 
and Social Sciences were 
presented to us in small 
groups by the responsible 
librarians, with the intent 
that we would provide  

feedback and suggestions on both design structure and 
content.  We were familiar with PUCP Librarian Ana  
Tarazona, coordinator of the library guides initiative, so 
we all felt comfortable offering comments and engaging 
in conversations. 

 We spent another day exclusively with the engineering 
librarians, reviewing library guides on computer science, 
electrical engineering, and telecommunications.  Our  
library at the University of Vermont had just completed 
an extensive review of current guides, and in the process 
had created a list of best practices that was useful in con-
versations with the PUCP librarians. 

 The extent of the work that PUCP librarians had already 
done on their library guide development in a relatively 
short period of time was extremely impressive.  The  
relationships that we had initially established and the 
work that we had all done getting to know each other 
and each otherõs backgrounds was, we believe, the single 
most important factor allowing us to comfortably engage 
in a high level of reflective discourse regarding their 
guide prototypes.  In addition, the established model of 
presenting their draft guides to us and simultaneously to 
a small group of their own colleagues, complete with 
reflective explanations for content organization and  
selection, enabled a well-articulated thought process that  
facilitated the development of consistently high  
quality guides. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Deepening Ties Between the Pontifical Catholic 

University of Peru and the University of Vermont  

by 

Laurie Kutner and Fred Pond 
Information & Instruction ServicesΣ Bailey/Howe Library 

University of Vermont 

PUCP Home page Featuring Guides, English  

When we did return in March, it 

was with a sense of familiarity 

and connection that allowed 

us to launch into more focused 

dialog and work.  

http://www.ala.org/irrt/sites/ala.org.irrt/files/content/intlleads/leadsarchive/2015r.pdf
(http:/biblioteca.pucp.edu.pe/%20)
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Other meetings 
Additionally, we were asked to take part in a wider 
general discussion on library trends, services, and  
resources, allowing us to engage with other librarians 
with subject expertise in Psychology, Education, Phi-
losophy, Law, Environment, and Health Sciences.  
The discussion focused around collection develop-
ment issues, managing workloads, and multiple ways 
in which to provide reference services.  An interesting 
conversation ensued regarding the ways that our jobs 
are differently structured. At the University of Ver-
mont, we work solely as Information and Instruction 
Librarians, so the amount of cataloging in each PUCP 
librarianõs workload was a revelation for us.  Corre-
spondingly, our Peruvian colleagues were interested to 
learn the amount of focus that we have on instruction, 
working directly with classes and curricula, students 
and faculty through various forms of instruction, con-
sultations, and reference work.  As in our first visit, 
there was interest in the ways we offer digital refer-
ence services, especially through a chat platform.  

 During our visit we also met with Engineering De-
partment faculty members, Angelo Velarde and Renzo 
Astorne, to discuss the ways that the University of 
Vermont library supports the  senior Engineering  
capstone project.  This meeting was arranged as a fol-
low-up to interest expressed by Engineering faculty in 
our work during our first visit to PUCP.  One faculty 
member, who had previously visited the University of 
Vermont as part of the PUCP ð University of Ver-
mont partnership, was interested in returning for an-
other visit, in part to learn more about the capstone 
course approach for mechanical engineering students 
at the University of Vermont.  University of Vermont 
Engineering Librarian, Graham Sherriff, works with 
students over the course of the academic year to in-
struct in finding, managing, and using literature and 
technical reports, patent information, and industry 
standards for their projects.  He is actively involved in 
developing applied research skills through the entirety 
of the capstone curriculum.  

Additionally, one of the faculty members was well-
versed in information literacy standards, and we en-
joyed a vibrant discourse about the efficacy of the 
ACRL Standards, the ACRL Framework, and the 
SCONUL models of information literacy to inform 
the work of telecommunications engineers. 

 CIBU (Congreso Internacional de Bibliotecas 
Universitarias)  Conference 
Our work at PUCP coincided with the CIBU 
(Congreso Internacional de Bibliotecas Universitarias) 
conference, a conference bringing together academic 
librarians from across Latin America, and hosted this 
year by PUCP in Lima.  It was wonderful to attend 
this conference. The three day conference focused on 
a range of topics common to academic libraries across 
cultures, including:  developing digital repositories; 
teaching information literacy skills and competencies, 
developing specialized collections; analyzing services 
from the user perspective; supporting the research 
process, knowledge creation, and scholarly  
communication. 

Reflections and Future 
PUCP Libraries have recently launched their thematic 
subject guides, which are prominently featured on 
their library home page.  There are currently 32 
guides, with excellent coverage across disciplines.  The 
guides were designed using a well thought-out  
uniform template, with specific disciplinary  
adaptations. They serve as a curated entrance into  
library resources by subject, and were created in  
consultation with disciplinary faculty.  The presence of 
these guides provides a new and user-friendly entrance 
into the myriad library resources that the PUCP  
libraries make available to their users.  

We are proud to have been associated with this pro-
ject from its initial idea through to its present reality.  
We believe that we have all gained much from the 
power of col-
laborative 
thinking, re-
flecting, and 
relationship-
building across 
cultures and 
look forward 
to continued 
collaboration 
with our 
PUCP col-
leagues into 
the future. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Ana Tarazona, Laurie Kutner, Antenea Kun Ugarriza  
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The mission of the Mortenson Center for International 
Library Programs is to strengthen international ties among 
libraries and librarians worldwide for the promotion of 
international education, understanding, and peace.  Since 
1991 more than 1,300 library leaders from over 90 coun-
tries have been trained at the Mortenson Center for Inter-
national Library Programs at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign - the only one of its kind in the world. 

The 2013 Arabella Advisors' independent evaluation of the 
Center's past five years of programs in Illinois found the 
following:: 

Many more librarians have benefitted from Mortenson 
Center capacity building efforts in their countries and re-
gions, including Armenia, Bhutan, China,  Colombia,   
Costa Rica, Egypt, El Salvador, Georgia, Ghana, Guatema-
la, Haiti, India, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Myanmar,   
Namibia, Nepal, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Philippines, Romania, 
Russia, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, and Vietnam. The 
Center has raised more than $2.5 million in grant funds 
from multiple agencies to fund many of its projects. 

While measurement and statistics are important, it is the 
words of a long-time partner - Ujala Satgoor, ast  
President of the Library and Information Association of 
South Africa (LIASA), which resonate the longest. 

 

the only one of its kind:  

Celebrating 25 Years at the Mortenson Center for International Library Programs  

 By Susan M. Schnuer Associate Director,  
Mortenson Center for International Programs  
University Library, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 

¶Over 70% of Mortenson center 
alumni introduced a new tool, ser-
vice, or resource in their library 
within five years of training. 

¶79% of Mortenson Center partici-
pants believe that their library is 
more prepared to serve their users' 
needs. 

¶80% of alumni feel better prepared 
to take on leadership roles or addi-
tional responsibility in their libraries. 

¶1/3 of Mortenson Center partici-
pants went on to take leadership 
roles in professional networks. 

¢ƘŜ aƻǊǘŜƴǎƻƴ ǘŜŀƳ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǝƴƎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ w9!5 Dƭƻōŀƭ ǎǘŀũ ŀƴŘ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴǎ ƛƴ .ƘǳǘŀƴΦ 

óThe partnership between the Library and Infor-

mation Association of South Africa (LIASA) and 

the Mortenson Centre, which dates back to 1999, 

contributed to redefining and strengthening a 

historically disparate library and information ser-

vices (LIS) sector in South Africa. By concertedly 

addressing library leadership development and 

continuing professional development, 

this partnership also affirmed and positioned the 

fledgling LIASA (formed in 1997) as the 

acknowledged professional association in South 

Africa.ó  

Follow the Mortenson Center staff and their activities on 

@MortensonCenter  Mortenson Center for International Library Programs @MortensonCenter  


