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Who is OHP?
How can they help you?

m Office of History and Preservation and the
Office of the Clerk

m Publication Department

m Archive Department
m House Curator

“The Carr of History”, Marble, Carlo Franzoni,
1819, courtesy of Architect of the Capitol




Our Products:

= Art and History
section of the Clerk’s CENNE TR
Web site

m Historical Highlights
Section

m Tables and Charts
m Major Publications

http://clerk.house.gov/art history




The Biographical Directory of the
United States Congress

Biographical Directory
of the
Iy United States Congress

1774 - Present
Enter desired criteria and click Search

Last Name:
First Name:
Position:
State:
Party:

Year OR Congress:

DICTIONARY
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fOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
1864,

http://bioquide.congress.gov




Women in Congress 191 7-2006
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http://womenincongress.house.qgov




Black Americans in Congress
1870-2007
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September 2008

htpp://baic.house.gov




Profiles

FORMER MEMBERS * 1870-1887
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Joseph Hayne Rainey
/ 832 —7 887

UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE * 1870-1879
REPUBLICAN FROM SOUTH CAROLINA

orn into slavery, Joseph Rainey was the first

African American to serve in the U.S. House of
Representatives, the first African American to preside over
the House, and the longest-serving African American
during the tumultuous Reconstruction period. While
Rainey’s representation—Ilike that of the other 21
black Representatives of the era—was symbolic, he
also demonstrated the political nuance of a seasoned,
substantive Representartive, balancing his defense of
southern blacks’ civil rights by extending amnesty to the
defeared Confederates. “I tell you that the Negro will never
rest until he gets his rights.” he said on the House Floor,

The Confederate Army called Rainey to service when
the Civil War broke our in 1861. At first, he dug trenches
to fortify the outskirts of Charleston. He later worked
as a cook and a steward aboard a blockade runner, a
Confederate ship charged with carrying tradable goods
through the Union Navy's blockade of the South. In 1862,
he and his wife escaped to Bermuda. The self-governed
Buritish colony had abolished slavery in 1834, and proved
a hospitable home for the Raineys, who took advantage of
the thriving economy and growing population that resulted
from the lucrative blockade-running business.” The Raineys

Oil on canvas, Simmie Knox, 2004,
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Appendices

Constitutional Amendments and
Major Civil Rights.Acts of Congress Referenced in the Text

PUBLIC LAW/

AMENDMENT/ACT U.5. CODE

MAIN PROVISIONS

THIRTEENTH AMENDMENT 13 Stat. 567; Abolished slavery and involuntary servitude, except as punishment for a crime.
13 Stat. 774-775 Approved by the 38th Congress (1863—1865] as 5.]. Res. 16; ratified by the states
on December &, 1865.

Civin RicaTs Act oF 1866 14 Stat Guaranteed the rights of all citizens to make and enforce contracts and to purchase,
sell, or lease properry. Passed by the 39th Congress (1865-1867) as S.R. 61.

FourTEENTH AMENDMENT 14 Seat. 358-359 Declared thar all persons born or naturalized in the ULS. were citizens and that any
state thar denied or abridged the voting rights of males over the age of 21 would
be subject to proportional reductions in its representation in the U.S. House of
Representatives. Approved by the 39th Congress (1865-1867) as H.J. Res. 127;
ratified by the states on July 9, 1868.

FiFTEENTH AMENDMENT 16 Stat. 346; Forbade any state to deprive a citizen of his vote because of race, color, or previous
16 Srat condition of servitude. Approved by the 40th Congress (1867-1869) as 5.]. Res. 8;
ratified by the states on February 3, 1870.

FirsT Kv KLux Koan Act 16 Star. 140146 Prohibited discrimination in voter registration on the basis of race, color, or




Future Publications

B Hispanic Americans in Congress

m As/an Paclfic Islander Americans in
congress

m Oral History Website




Frequently Asked Questions

m |[nformation on a former Member
B Assistance obtaining a piece of legislation
m \When was the last time . . .




Projects

m How to Research
— Legislation
— Members of Congress
— Images
m Standard Sources
— House and Senate Journal
— Congressional Record
— Research Collections




Resources

m Office of History and Preservation
B-53 Cannon House Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 226-1300, info.clerkweb@mail.house.gov
m  Biographical Directory of the U.S. Congress, (online)
http://bioguide.congress.qov
N Béqg_ra,z;hica/ Directory of the U.S. Congress (2005 print
edition
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/serialset/cdocuments/hd108-222/index.html
m Clerk of the House Web site, art and history, http://clerk.house.gov

m Congressional minority series, Women in Congress, Government
Printing Office, 1917-2006, GPO, 2007; Black Americans in
Congress, 1870-2007, GPO, 2008; Future works Hispanic Americans
In congress, Asian Pacific Islanders in Congress




