
GODORT Rare and Endangered Government Publications Minutes  
ALA Midwinter Conference, New Orleans, LA  
Sunday January 11, 1998 2:00-5:30pm  
Hilton Riverside and Tower, Oak Alley 

Attendance: Donna Koepp, Chair, Pam Hays, Irene Glennon, Patricia John, Christine Angolia, 
Jane Gillis, John Phillips, George Barnum, Ann Miller, David Allen, Mike McCaffrey-Noviss, 
Winston Atkins, Linda Spitzcv, Diane Harvey, Glenn Smoot. 

An agenda and minutes of the last meeting were distributed. Koepp opened the meeting by 
asking everyone to read the minutes of the last meeting. These have been submitted to DTTP, but 
have not yet been published. 

Koepp announced the title that had been agreed upon for the upcoming program at the summer 
Annual meeting: "Preserving Our Nation's Heritage, How do we protect our government 
publications?" It is scheduled for Monday, June 29 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

The program as it now exists consists of three parts. There will be a presentation on the U.S. 
Congressional Serial Set by August Imholtz of CIS and Bill Sleeman of the University of 
Maryland. Imholtz will talk about the history of the Serial Set and some of the discoveries that 
CIS has made about the set in their indexing work. Sleeman will report on the results of the 
survey that was conducted with depository libraries this past summer. 370 survey responses were 
received from the 1366 that were sent out. Concern was expressed about whether the survey was 
taking into consideration that some Serial Set material was distributed as Executive documents 
and then were later assigned a Serial Set number but were never distributed as such. Koepp will 
discuss this with Sleeman and Imholtz. 

The second part of the program will be Evelyn Frangakis of the National Agriculture Library 
who will speak about their preservation plan, and how material is chosen for different types of 
preservation methods. Traditional methods will be emphasized over electronic methods. 

The third part of the program will be a panel of two consisting of Jane Gillis of Yale University 
and a yet to be determined rare book dealer discussing criteria on what make a government 
document rare, from their respective viewpoints. Mike McCaffrey-Noviss is working on getting 
a rare book person to participate, but has not been able to make contact with his first choice. 
Some other names were suggested by committee members in case we cannot get our first choice. 

Koepp had recently learned that Virginia Saunders from GPO is presenting a program at the 
upcoming Federal Depository Conference in April on the history of the Serial Set from her 
perspective as managing that production program at GPO for 54 years. Koepp suggested that this 
would make a very valuable contribution to the program, and may be an opportunity that may 
not present itself again. There was some concern that this may overlap with what Imholtz plans 
to present. Koepp will talk to Iholtz and Sleeman about this change to their part of the program, 
and with their approval, will then approach Ms. Saunders. 



A discussion followed on where we might go from here with the Serial Set survey results. One of 
the goals that we have discussed before was to try and identify the combination of institutions 
that would have a complete set of the Serial Set since probably no single institution has a totally 
complete set. This might be possible by identifying those institutions which have the most 
complete sets based on survey results. There is also concern about how we preserve one 
complete set. A condition survey might be conducted among the most complete sets, and then 
some efforts may be made to pursue a preservation program for this complete set. This will be 
discussed at future meeting. 

George Barnum suggested that it was time to update the Preservation Packet which had been 
completed in 1991 and distributed to depositories. He suggested that this might be best done as 
an annotated bibliography. Ann Miller volunteered to do html markup on the copy for him. 
Christine Angolia and Susan Tulis also volunteered to help in the updating activity. Barnum will 
give us a status report on this project at our next committee meeting. 

John Phillips suggested that we might look to our regions for inventories of microform 
collections of government documents or government document access tools. Some of this has 
been done with the Big 12 institutions in that region. It may be worth pursuing in other regions 
as well. North Illinois is doing something similar. We will continue to explore the possibilities of 
this. 

A brief discussion was held concerning an increase in GODORT dues. No one on the committee 
who is a GODORT member was concerned about a modest increase, and felt that this was 
inevitable at some point. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:20 p.m. 

 


