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From the President 
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ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΦ 

Happy 45th Birthday, LIRT! 

What were you doing in 1977? Were you even born yet? That was the year the Library 
Instruction Round Table was born. I went back and looked at the very first LIRT 
Newsletter to see what it had to say. This was the stated purpose of our round table: 

PURPOSE. The purposes of the Round Table are: (a) To provide a forum for discussion 
of activities, programs and problems of instruction in the use of libraries. (b) To 
contribute to the education and training of librarians for library instruction. (c) To 
promote instruction in the use of libraries as an essential 
library service. and (d) To serve as a channel of 
communication on instruction in the use of libraries. 

The more things change, the more they stay the same! 
That is still our mission, and while the manner and modality 
of the way we do things has shifted over the decades, and 
certainly in the last two years, our goals of connecting 
members to each other, providing a forum for discussion of 
instruction-related topics, and sharing ideas and resources 
remains steadfast.  

Will you be joining us in Washington, D.C. for ALA Annual 
this year? I hope so! We have some really good stuff 
planned for you! 

Saturday, June 25, 2022  

LIRT Executive Board, 9:00am ï 10:00am. Location: Washington Convention 
Center, 204A 
 

LIRT Steering Committee, 10:00am ï 11:00am. Location: Washington 
Convention Center, 204A 
 

LIRT Presidentôs Program: Critical Information Literacy Applications for 
Academic, Public, and School Libraries, 1:00pm ï 2:00pm. Location: 
Washington Convention Center, 147A 

Sunday, June 26, 2022 

Bites with LIRT, 11:30am-1:00pm. Location: Espita, located just 5-10 minutes 
walking distance from the Washington Convention Center, at 1250 9th St NW. 
 

LIRT 45th Anniversary Celebration and Awards Ceremony, 5:30pm-7:30pm. 
Location: Capitol City Brewing Company, 1100 New York Avenue, NW. 

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

Susan Mythen  
LIRT President 

http://www.ala.org/lirt/lirt-news-archives
https://www.ala.org/rt/sites/ala.org.rt/files/content/archive/1978oct.pdf
https://www.ala.org/rt/sites/ala.org.rt/files/content/archive/1978oct.pdf
https://espitadc.com/
https://capcitybrew.com/
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Monday, June 27, 2022 

LIRT Discussion Forum: Applied Adult Learning in Contemporary Libraries: A Theory-Informed Practice 
and Its Implications for Program Designers, Educators, and Library Leaders, 9:00am-10:00am, 
Location: Washington Convention Center, 101. 

I hope to see you all there! Bring a friend, a colleague, or just make some new connections as we dip our toes back into 
the water of gathering again. LIRT welcomes anyone with an interest in teaching and learning. We have important topics 
to discuss and big things to celebrate this year! 

While we canôt wait to celebrate together, itôs important to frame this year as what it really is and has been, and itôs 
been tough for a lot of us. As this conference brings my year of being the president of LIRT to a close, I want to say a 
heart felt thank you to everyone who has participated this year. I recently read this post called The Librarians are Not 
Okay by Anne Helen Petersen. It discusses the burnout, the devaluing of our work, the expansion of our responsibilities, 
and other hardships that library workers are facing. These struggles make it exponentially more difficult to continue to 
give to the profession. My sincerest hope is that you find your connection to LIRT to be one that sustains you and builds 
you up. And in coming together, we can fill our cups, break bread together, and have some fun. I see you and 
appreciate you! Thank you for all you do. 

Susan  

From the President, continued 

http://www.ala.org/lirt/lirt-news-archives
http://www.ala.org/lirt/lirt-news-archives
mailto:sherri.brown@virginia.edu
http://www.ala.org/lirt/lirt-news-archives
https://annehelen.substack.com/p/the-librarians-are-not-okay?s=r
https://annehelen.substack.com/p/the-librarians-are-not-okay?s=r
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June and the summer will hopefully be a great time for exploring opportunities for learning and 
sharing about your library instruction, whether at ALA Annual or other conferences.  
 
Iôd like to take a moment in this monthôs letter to encourage you to remember to acknowledge all of 
the people who work behind the scenes to make your instruction possible. If, like me, youôre at a 
large library, there are so many people to thank ï from those who keep the lights on and the 
technology working to those who acquire, catalog, and process 
materials and keep the library systems up-to-date. If you are in a 
small library (or a library of one) many of these jobs may also fall to 
you ï if so, please pat yourself on the back! So much goes into a 
successful library instruction session that has nothing to do with our 
teaching skills and lesson plans. I encourage you to take a moment 
to reflect on who may need to be reminded how much their work 
means to your success.  
 
Happy summer and enjoy D.C. and LIRTôs fantastic line-up of 
events if you are travelling to Annual this year!  

 

Sherri  

Sherri Brown,  
LIRT News Editor 

From the Editor 

Have you created an instruction 

program or developed a unique 

classroom strategy?  Please share 

your experiences with LIRT!  

Send your articles to Sherri Brown 

(sherri.brown@virginia.edu)  
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LIRT Programming at the 2022 ALA Annual Conference 

Critical Information Literacy applications for academic, public, 
and school libraries  

LIRT Presidentôs Program 
Saturday, June 25, 2022 
1:00pm ï 2:00pm  
Washington Convention Center, 147A  

Critical information literacy asks that librarians work with their students to learn about, question, 
and challenge the oppressive systems behind the creation, production, and dissemination of 
information. This difficult work is happening across all types of libraries, encompassing (among 
other topics) questions of neutrality in the resources libraries provide, the algorithms that provide 
search results, and the voices that are absent or present from our collections. In this session, 
participants will learn about the efforts of librarians from three different libraries to engage with 
and promote critical information literacy practices with their users. 

Our panelists will include:  

IdaMae Craddock, Albemarle County Public Schools (Charlottesville, VA) 

IdaMae Craddock, M.Ed is a 22 year veteran of Albemarle County Public Schools 
and is the librarian at Albemarle Countyôs Lab School. Winner of the Magna Award 
from the National Association of School Boards and Virginia's 2019 Librarian of the 
Year, her publications have been included in School Library Makerspaces in Action, 
Library Technology Reports, School Library Connection, and School Library Journal. 
Her research focuses on maker education and emerging technologies in libraries. 
She has a precocious daughter, an understanding husband, and a lazy dog named 
Peacha.  

 

 

Michelle Nass, Downingtown High School West (Downingtown, PA) 

Michelle Nass has been serving as a Teacher-Librarian for 13 years and is currently 
employed at Downingtown High School West, outside of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
Michelle holds a Masters in Library and Information Science and a Masters in 
Curriculum and Instruction. Her focus has been building an engaging, welcoming, 
and supportive library environment as well as leading in Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion (DEI) and Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) work, and 
authoring curriculum for her building and district. Outside of the library, Michelle can 
be found hiking, kayaking, traveling, yoga-ing (not a word?), reading, and playing 
with her three amazing children.   

 

 

Continued on next page 

LIRT @ ALA 

http://www.ala.org/lirt/lirt-news-archives
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LIRT Programming at the 2022 ALA Annual Conference 

Critical Information Literacy applications for academic, public, 
and school libraries, continued 

 

Jess Hoffman, Brooklyn Public Library (Brooklyn, NY)  

Jess Hoffman is a former reference librarian currently working with the Brooklyn 
Public Library on information literacy and continuing education initiatives across New 
York State. Jess holds both an M.S.I.S. and an M.A. in English Literature from SUNY 
University at Albany and hopes to one day pursue a PhD. She is committed to lifelong 
learning and believes that curious minds and active imaginations are two of the most 
important things that libraries can cultivate. Outside of work, Jess can usually be 
found hiking, kayaking, or reading fantasy novels with her dog named £owyn. 

 

 

Amy Mikel, Brooklyn Public Library (Brooklyn, NY)  

Amy Mikel is the Director of Customer Experience at Brooklyn Public Library, 
responsible for conceptualizing and implementing exceptional customer experience 
strategies -- especially those pertaining to reference, circulation and collections -- 
across the Library's 60 branch locations. 

 

 

LIRT @ ALA 

Bites with LIRT  

Sunday, June 26, 2022   11:30am-1pm   Espita  

Whatôs old is new again! Join us and your fellow colleagues in Washington, D.C. live for the first time in 3 
years for Bites with LIRT!  

On Sunday, June 26, from 11:30am-1:00pm, we will gather at Espita, located just 5-10 minutes walking 
distance from the Washington Convention Center, just like we did 3 years ago! Address: 1250 9th St NW, 
Washington, DC 20001 

For more information about the restaurant and the Sunday brunch menu, visit https://espitadc.com/, and if you 
have any questions, please feel free to email Mitch Fontenot, Instruction and Outreach Librarian, LSU 
Libraries, at mfonten@lsu.edu. 

LIRT welcomes anyone who has an interest in instruction from all types of libraries. You need not be a 
member of LIRT to participate. We hope you will join us in this opportunity to exchange ideas and experiences 
about library instruction in a relaxed setting. Enjoy a stimulating and fun lunch with LIRT -- good food, good 
company, and interesting conversation. We will make the arrangements; all you have to do is reserve your 
spot and show up!  

Reservations are limited. Please sign up by Wednesday, June 1, 2022 at  
https://www.ala.org/rt/lirt/bites-annual. 
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LIRT Programming at the 2022 ALA Annual Conference 

9th Annual LIRT Awards Ceremony and  
LIRTôs 45th Anniversary Celebration 

Sunday, June 26, 2022  
5:30pm-7:30pm    
Capitol City Brewing Company 

In recognition of the accomplishments of librarians and libraries who promote information literacy, LIRT will 
host a joint event that will include the Awards Ceremony and LIRTôs 45th Anniversary celebration from 5:30 - 
7:30 pm on Sunday, June 26, 2022, at Capitol City Brewing Company, 1100 New York Avenue, NW. This is a 
few blocks from the convention center. 

This year, we will be honoring winners of the 2022 Librarian Recognition and Innovation in Instruction 
Awards. The honorees will briefly discuss their work in forwarding information literacy, followed by time to 
mingle and celebrate LIRTôs 45th Anniversary. As part of the anniversary celebration, renowned magician and 
mentalist Ryan Oakes will provide entertainment at this event.  

All ALA Annual conference attendees and LIRT members are welcomed and encouraged to attend. No 
advance registration is required. 

Honorees: 

¶ Sara Lowe, Associate Librarian & Associate Dean of Educational Services at IUPUI University Library 

¶ Baylor University Libraries ï Beth Farwell will be accepting the award on behalf of the Baylor Team. 

 

The 2021-2022 LIRT Awards Committee: 

¶ Rebecca Davis, Co-Chair (rebecca.davis@simmons.edu) 

¶ Wayne Finley, Co-Chair 

¶ Abbie Basile 

¶ Alexandra Mitchell 

¶ Bridget Farrell 

¶ Maria Sclafani 

 

The 2021-2022 Org & Planning Committee 

¶ Mark Robison, Chair (mrobiso2@nd.edu)  

¶ Jen Hunter 

¶ Elizabeth DeZouche  
 

LIRT @ ALA 
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LIRT Programming at the 2022 ALA Annual Conference 

Applied Adult Learning in Contemporary Libraries: A Theory-
Informed Practice and Its Implications for Program Designers, 
Educators, and Library Leaders  

LIRT Discussion Forum 

Monday, June 27, 2022 
9:00am-10:00am 
Washington Convention Center, 101 

In today's economic, political, and social climate, a strong emphasis in many library services is placed on 
reaching out to and providing equitable access to information resources to increasingly diverse communities. 
Adult learners constitute an important demographic served by contemporary libraries, regardless of their 
type. This discussion forum will focus on the intersection of adult learning theory and praxis as a means of 
providing effective educational and informational services to adult library users. The speakers will discuss 
key adult learning theories, including andragogy, constructivism, and self-directed learning, and share 
examples from existing research in the field illustrating best practices of teaching and supporting adult 
learning in libraries. Addressing techniques for designing instructional programming that facilitates adult 
learning, the ADDIE (Analyze, Design, Develop, Implement, and Evaluate) model will also be discussed, with 
an emphasis on its application to a broad range of library contexts. 

  

The speakers will engage the audience in a dialogue about the central role of libraries in facilitating adult 
learning grounded in a solid theoretical foundation. Participants will learn about applying the theories of 
adult learning, along with examples of adult education programming, in their own library settings. Finally, 
participants will share ideas for overcoming the challenges commonly associated with designing and 
delivering instructional programming for adult library users. 

LIRT @ ALA 
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