
Resolution in Support of Academic Freedom and Against the So-called "Academic Bill of Rights" 
 
 
Whereas the ALA has a general interest in the health of the all the nation’s institutions which 
support freedom of thought and learning; 
 
Whereas the ALA represents many members who work in universities and colleges as providers 
of information and knowledge and promoters of the overall goals of American higher learning 
and research; 
 
Whereas the ALA embraces the First Amendment and, in that context, the "Freedom to Read 
Statement," the "Library Bill of Rights," the ALA  "Code of  Ethics," and the “Statement of Core 
Values;”  
 
Whereas all of the above documents are clearly consonant with and supportive in principle of 
the 1940 American Association of University Professors (AAUP) "Statement of Principles on 
Academic Freedom and Tenure," a policy specifically cited by the Association of College and 
Research Libraries (ACRL);  
 
Whereas academic libraries generally support the above documents; 
 
Whereas the so-called “Academic Bill of Rights" would impose extra-academic standards on 
institutions of higher education, directly interfering in course content, the classroom, the 
research process, and hiring and tenure decisions;  
 
Whereas the so-called “Academic Bill of Rights" is being promoted on campuses, in state 
legislatures and at the Federal level; 
 
Therefore be it resolved that the American Library Association opposes the promotion of the 
misleadingly-named "Academic Bill of Rights." 
  
 
Supporting documentation  
 
Intellectual Freedom Principles for Academic Libraries: An Interpretation of the Library Bill of 
Rights. 
http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?Section=interpretations&Template=/ContentManagement/Con
tentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=8551 
  
AAUP national website, click on "Academic Bill of Rights." http://www.aaup.org 
 
California Conference of the American Association of University Professors.  "Response to the 
Academic Bill of Rights."  http://www.aaup-ca.org/CAAAUP%20response%20SB5.html 
 
Center for Campus Free Speech.  "The Academic Bill of Restrictions." Contains links to sample 
letters to the editor, op eds, frequently asked questions, talking points, etc. 
 http://www.campusspeech.org/speech.asp?id2=12942  
 
 
Moved: Mark C Rosenzweig, Councilor at Large 
Seconded: Al Kagan, SRRT Councilor 
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