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NEW COORDINATOR'S MEMO
From: Denise E. Botto

I come as the new SRRT Coordinator
elected at the summer conference in Dal-
las. I am Acquisitions Librarian at
Southern Connecticut State University in
New Haven. Membership in SRRT has been
very lmportant to me since I joined ALA.
Atter service on the Library Union Task
Force 1 was elected to Action Council.
I was honored to be elected Coordinator,
and I will strive to do the best job
possible,

John Hostage, outgoing Coordina—
tor, provided three years of excellent
leadership to SRRT. He 1s to be com—
mended for his concern. and for has
great organizational skills. He has
made my transition comfortable.

I uyrge all SRRT members who attend
AlA to come as gquests to our Action
Council meetings. They are always open
to all members. The meetings are the
place where the various task forces re—
port on their activities, and where pro—
grams are planned. The meetings are
held on three days, and are usually at
the same times every vyear. They are
long, noisy, and always interesting.
The meeting times will be listed in the
SRRT Newsletter that you receive prior
to each conference. I hope that vyou
will make participation at Action Coun—
cll meetings part of your conference ex-
perience.
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BERMAN WINS ALA AWARD

SRKT member Sanford berman 15 the recip—
1ent of the 1989 American Library Asso—
ciation Equality Award, presernted at the
Dallas conference. The award, donated
by Scarecrow Press, 1s given annually to
an 1ndividual or group for an outstand—
1ng contribution towards promoting
equality between women and men 1n the
library profession. The award may be
given for a scholarly or activist con—
tribution in such areas as pay equity,
affirmative action, legislative work and
nonsexist education. In part the award
reads:

"(Sanford Berman's] insistence that all
people have the equal right to flourish
on this earth has made him a legend 1n
his own lifetime...His leadership in the
critical field of cataloging has brought
awareness of the i1mportance of the
choices we make when we categorize the
world's knowledge and its peoples...His
intellectual care packages have made him
appear to be an active committee
fronting as an individual. He 1s a fem—
inist and antiracist who stands by his
word at all times with a kind of fero—
cious gentleness. In honoring Sandy the
American Library Association is honoring
itself."

NATIONWIDE CATALOGING PETITION CAMPAIGN
CONTINUES

In June the Cataloging Consumers
Network (CCN) began circulating two new
petitions in its year-old campaign to
achieve basic cataloging reforms through




grassroots action. Both petitions are
directed to the Library of Congress' Of-
fice for Subject Cataloging Policy.

One petition deals largely with
minority, ethnic. and Third World top—
1cs, and urges not only that dates for
the Jewish Holocaust be expanded from
11939-1945" to "1933-1%945," thus coin-
ciding with the period of the Third
Reich rather than just World War II, but
also asks for the creation of a heading
to represent the Romani Holocaust. An—
other request of this petition 15 to re-
place such alien and frequently deroga—
tory ethnonyms as ESKIMOS, FALASHAS,
LAPPS, and GYPSIES with those peoples'
self-preferred, authentic names: INUIT,
BETA ISRAEL, SAMI. and ROMANIES. An~
other suggestion is to employ the more
familiar terms NAZISM and NAZIS instead
of the cwrrently used NATIONAL SOCIALISM
and NATIONAL SOCIALISTS. The petition

concludes with a ‘"laundry 1list" of
needed descriptors, such as  ANTI-
ARABISM, ETHNOCIDE. HATE CRIMES, and

MULTICULTURAL EDUCATION.

The other petition deals with work
and labor topics. It urges that the IC
subject headings LABOR AND LABORING
CLASSES and TRADE-UNIONS be replaced by

the more familiar WORKING CLASS and
LABOR UNIONS in order to facilitate
"first hits" in catalog searching. It

also asks for the establishment and as—
signment of about 75 "warranted and es—
sential" descriptors, such as CLERICAL
HOMEWORKERS, CORPORATE POWER, and UNION-
BUSTING. CCN convenor Sanford Berman
suggests that library workers and inter-
ested patrons can work towards better
access to library materials by signing
and circulating CCN's petitions.

CCN invites journmals, newsletters,
groups, and individuals to reproduce and
circulate the petitions. For copies of
these two petitions, as well as the 13
petitions issued last year. contact:
Sanford Berman, Convenor
Cataloging Consumers Network
4400 Morningside Road
Edina, MN 55416
(612)541-8570
(612)925-5738
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CHILD PROTECTION AND OBSCENITY ENFORCE-
MENT ACT

In an effort to protect children
from child pornography, an amendment few
librarians may be aware of was recently
passed by Congress. You may ask why an
amendment targeted to prohibit child
pornogqraphy would be of much concern to
all librarians. The answer 1s 1in the
wording of the amendment, which states
that any printed or nor—printed
(audiovisual) materials will have to be
labeled 1f the genital or pubic area of
any person 1s shown. (This includes hu-—
man sexuality textbooks as well as cute
"birthday suit' board book babies.) And
the law 15 retroactive! Any magazine,
book, or video produced since 1978 which
contains sexually explicit visual depic—-
tions must be labeled! The labeling re—
quirement went 1into effect 1in August
1989.

Picture a scene in the Bible Belt
of the United States in which a parent
or a group of parents have decided to go
on a ‘'‘censor rampage." Add to that pic-
ture a potential weapon called the Child
Protection and Obscenity Enforcement
Act—a recent victory compliments of the
Meese Commission. What 1s being pointed
out here could merely be dismissed as
hysterical exaggeration set off by the
emotions of one librarian's membership
in the Long Island Coalition Against
Censorship: on the other hand scme 1li—
brarians are taking the implications re-
sulting from the recent obscenity amend-
ment seriously by organizing to take ac-—
tion. According to Newsday of March 6,
1989, an attorney named Bruce Ennis is
already being considered for an antici-
pated suit. Possible co-plaintiffs in-
clude the American Library Association,
the American Booksellers Association,
and several other large trade and pro—
fessional organizations.

—Leslie Schotz
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PROJECT CENSORFD, 1988

Now 1in its thirteenth vyear, Pro—
ject Censored, a national media research
effort conducted annually at Sonoma
State University., (California, locates
stories about significant 1ssues which
are not widely publicized by the na-
tional news media. The top ten under-—
reported news stories of 1988 were an—
nounced by project director Carl Jensen,
Professor of Comunication Studies at
Sonoma State University:

George Bush's "Dirty Big Secrets.®
How the FPA Pollutes the News.

Risk of a Nuclear Disaster with the
pace Shuttle.

The Dangers of Food Irradiation.
Acid Rain: One of America’s Biggest
1llers.

America's Secret Police Network.
Children are Dying to Pay the Third
World Debt.

8. The Specter of a Constitutional Con—
vention.

9. U.3. Violates International Rule of
Law.

10. The Abuse of America's Incarcerated
Children.
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The top ten stories were selected by a
panel of thirteen judges, including Ben
Bagdikian, Noam Chomsky, Judith Krug and
Bill Moyers. Anyone interested in nomi—
nating a 1989 story for next year's pro—
Ject should send a copy of the story to:
Carl Jensen

Project Censored

Sonoma State University

Rohnert Park, CA 94928

NOTE

The zip code tor Librarians for
Nuclear Arms Control (LNAC) has changed.
Their current address 1is:

Librarians for Nuclear Arms Control
P.O. Box 60552

Pasadena, CA 91116

(818)795~7331
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CONTRIBUTE LIBRARY
NICARAGUAN LIBRARIES

SUPPLIES TO

Az the Nicaraguan cordoba sSinks
smaller and smaller in exchange tor the
U.s. dollar, iibrary budgets are being
devastated by the lack of hard currency
to huy supplies. You can contribute 11—
brary supplies such as binding cloth,
bock repalr tape, mimeograph machines,
spine labels, 5 1/4" tloppy disks. etc.
to Nicaraguan libraries. An American
philanthropist has made container space
availlable on the Quest for Peace ships
leaving periocdically from the West
Coast. Flease send only materials that
will last. For example, LC cards from
Gaylord endure the temperature and hu-—
midity of Central America—others don't.

For fwrther information on what 1s
needed and where to ship materials,
write to:

Library Project

c/o Paul Bundy

143 Park Ave.

Falo Alto, CA 954300
(415) 326—-9709

FREE BILINGUAL STAFT MANUAL

A bilingual manual entitled (ueens
Library !Say Si' Mamial, designed for
library staff use, 1s available on re-
quest, on a first-come, first-served ba-—
s1s. This manual has been prepared by
the Queens Library's Hispanic Committee
to help the Queens Borough Public Li-
brary staff assist OSpanish-speaking pa—
trons who have a limited command of Err—
glish. It 1s part of the "Say 51 to
Your Library" outreach campaign. Non-
locate the
appropriate answer 1in the manual ard
point to the Spanish translation for the
patron to read. Requests should be ad-
dressed to:

Adriana Acauan Tandler

Head, New Americans Project

The Queens Borough Public Library

8911 Merrick Boulevard

Jamaica. NY 11432

(718)990-0700

—reprinted from the REFORMA Newsletter,
Winter 1989
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GAY/LESBIAN MICROFIIMING PROJECT

The history of the gay and lesbian
movement 1in the San Francisco Bay Area
will be preserved and made availablie to
researchers worldwide 1n a major micro—
filming project now underway at the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley. The
University and the San Francisco Bay
Area Gay and Lesbian Historical Society
(SFBAGLHS) recently announced the exten—
sSive preservation microfilming of major
Bay Area newspapers and magazines pub-
lished over the past three decades.
Members of SFBAGLHS have been piecing
together intact runs of Bay Area publi-
cations for many years. The University
has borrowed these runs to produce a
master film negative and positive print
to be Kept by the University. In addi-
tion, the University will be able to-
produce and sell copies of the film upon
request . Sets of microfilm and an ac—
companying discriptive guide are ex-—
pected to be available next year.

SFBAGLHS continues to seek missing
1ssues and obscure titles. In addition
Lo periodicals, the Historical Society
1s 1nterested in preserving records or
gay and lesbian organizations. personal
papers of 1individuals, and photographic
1mages. Anyone who might consider do—
nating such items is wrged to contact
the SFBAGLHS Archives at P.O. Box 42126,
S5.F. CA 94142,

“'...but what if the maximization of
profit 1s not why God created the
FEarth?*

£
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PHILIFPPINE NATIONAL AND PUBLIC LIBRARY
COLLECTIONS TO BE REVITALIZED

The Philippine Revitalization
Team, funded by the Asia Foundation, is
actively soliciting book donations from
the general public as well as from pri-
vate organizations to stock 507 public
libraries as well as improve the
national library collection. The
project also offers to exchange materi—
als with other libraries. Children's
books and reference materials are wel-
come, as are scholarly journals and
other publications. Books may be sent
to Joseph McElroy, 12486 Escala Lane,
San Diego, CA  92128. To offer an ex-
change, write to Nani Cruz, National Li-

brary, T.M. Kalaw St., Manila, Philip-
pines or to Perla Garcia, De la Salle
University Library, Taft Ave., Manila,

Philippines.

PEACE INFORMATION EXCHANGE TASK FORCE
REPORT ON ALA ACTIVITIES

The FIE Task Force program at the
annual AILA conference in Chicago (1990)
will be co—sponsored by the task force,
and sponsored and arranged by the ACRL
Law and Political Science Section. It
1s tentatively entitled "Arms and Disar-
mament. . Confirmed speakers are Richard
Dean Burns. author of one of the defini-
tive bibliographies on the subject, and
Geraldine Jones, librarian of the united
States Institute of Peace.

The Peace Award has received eight
nominations to date. A Jury 18 1n the
process of belng selected.

The United States Institute of
Peace has begqun a program of grants to
libraries tor the purchase ©f peace ma-—
terials. Contact them for details.

The PIE Task Force 1s reviewing
1ts current policy statement for possi—
ble revision. One suggestion 1s to
change the name of the task torce to re—
flect the new activism called for by the
“New Agenda' (proposed by S. Berman and
E. Shore and adopted by OSKRRT Action
Council 1n Dallas), such as the Task
Force on International Peace and Secu—
rity.



PEACE TAX FUND LEGISLATION

The goal of the National Campaign
ftor a Peace Tax Fund 1s a law permitting
people conscientiously opposed to war to
have the military part of their taxes
allocated to peacemaking. Write vyour
congressional representatives 1n support
of bill numbers H.R. 1994 and 3. 784,
For more information, contact:

National Campaign for a Peace Tax Fund
2121 Decatur Place NW
Washington, D.C. 20008

RESOLUTIONS PASSED BY ACTION COUNCIL AT
DALLAS

Free Membership Resolution, proposed by
Jackie BEubanks:

WHEREAS. the SRKT of ALA proposed to be
an active advocate on behalf of 1ts mem—
bership, and

WHEREAS, the SRKRT membership is open to
new ideas from new membership on 1ssues
of concern for the profession,
"THEREFORE, be it resolved, that free
membership in SRRT bhe offered for stu-—
dents errolled in all library school
programs, provided that the mailing ad-
dress for the student is at the school.

Resolution on Affirmative Action:

WHFREAS the recruitment and retention of
minority library workers 1s an important
goal in diversifying the library work-
place;

WHERFAS recent press accounts, including
American Libraries, have reported on the
lnvestigation Tinto charges of Dbias
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against minority librarians at the Uni—
versity of California, Irvine, campus:
WHERFAS of 45 librarians, only 1 Black,
1 'Latina, and 5 Asian/Pacific American
librarians remain at UCT;

WHEREAS UCI hoasts the largest
Asian/Pacitic American student body en—
rollment in the U.5. outside Hawaii. at
over 30 percent, for a total minority
student enrollment at about 50 percent;
WHEREAS the American Federation of
Teachers Local 2226 is currently detfend-
ing an Asian/Pacific American librarian
denied a merit pay raise after a super—
visor removed clippings on Asian studies
from his office wall;

WHEREAS another Asian/Pacific librarian
has sought legal counsel and the advice
of the union after leaving his job of
over 20 years;

WHEREAS the UCI Faculty Senate has set
up a special committee to 1nvestigate
affirmative action practices at the UCI
library;

WHEREAS the UCI administration has
agreed to an outside peer review ot the
UCI library:

BE IT RESOLVED, THAT the 3Social Respon—
sibilities Round Table of the American
Library Association urge the UCI admin—
1stration to:

1. Recommit 1tself to the free expres—
sion of ideas and the free dissemination
of information by rescinding any poli-
cies restricting the dissemination or
posting of information by library work-—
ers on their office walls;

2. Improve its recruitment of minority
librarians by announcing vacancies 1n
the SKRT Newsletter and advertising 1in
publications from minority librarian or—
ganizations;

3. Consult with the Director of the
American Library Association's Office of
Library Outreach Services, 5Sybil Moses,
as to the composition of the outside
peer review panel to i1nvestigate the li—
brary's operations, Lo ensure a cultur—
ally diverse makeup of the panel.

Resclution 1in Support of Chinese Stu—
dents and Faculty in the U.S.

WHEREAS, the recent events in China con-—
cerning students 1s a matter for the ed-
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ucational institutions of the United
States to consider in relation to stu—
dents and faculty from China now 1in the
United States,

AND WHEREAS, there may be many students
and faculty from China upwards of 350,000
i rumber now tresiding in the United
States tor some duration,

AND WHEREAS, these students and faculty
will need exceptional services, Ifor the
duration of their stay for materials in
Chinese.

AND WHEREAS, these students and faculty
will need exceptional tinancial support
for the duration of their stay,
THEREFORE., BE IT RESCLVED THAT:

1. Every eftort be made by the American
Library Association to determine what
Chinese—~language materials are needed,
and that lists of these materials amnd
the routes for their acquisition be sent
at the earliest possible time to the li-
brary media for librarians to purchase
here 1n the United States;

AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED. THAT:

2. In the interests of students and
faculty from China, action be taken by
all libraries to provide employment for
these students and faculty:

AND. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, THAT:

3. The American Library Association
will inform the media and political and
business groups in the United States of
librarians' intent for provision of ma-
terials and employment for students and
faculty from China.

Kesolution on the Suppression of the
Non—violent Movement in the People's Rke-—
public of China

WHEREAS, the ALA Policy Manual section
57, part 3, '"Abridgement of the rights
of freedom of foreign nationals,' brings
ALA into conformity with Article 19 of
the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights adopted by the General Assembly
of the United Nations,

AND WHEREAS, according to the same ref-
erence, "The Association will address
the grievance of forelgn nationals where
the infringement of their rights of free
expression 1s Clearly a matter 1in which
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all free people should show concern,”

AND WHERFAS, students and workers 1N
Beijing and China were indeed asking for
the right of free expression, among
other demands,

AND WHEREAS, beginning in Beiljing early
1n the morning of 3 June 1989, and later
in other cities of China, ftroops of the
People's Republic of China obedient to
the government attacked the protesters
with automatic weapons and armor, caus-—
ing an estimated 7000 casualties,

AND WHERFAS. several hundreds of dissi-
dents were arrested. and over a score
have been executed,

AND WHEREFAS, the government of the Peo—
ple's Republic has endeavored to block
foreign media coverage of these events,
and attempted to promulgate a completely
distorted version of them,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT,

1. ALA SRRT express 1ts solidarity with
students and workers 1in China by ex-
pressing 1ts horror and outrage at these
massacres and lies;

2. ALA SRRT express its solidarity with
Chinese everywhere by offering 1ts sup—
port. to Chinese and Chinese-American
groups within and without ALA;

3. ALA SRRT express its abhorrence of
the present Chinese government by urging
librarians and scholars to not travel to
the People's Republic of China until the
repressions are lifted and the right of
students and workers to free expression
is restored and expanded 1n accordance
with their demands:

4, ALA SRRT. finally. forward this res—
olution to ALA Council for adoption.

WORTH READING
"How Libraries Can Teach About Hunger,"

by Gretchen Wronka. Why Magazine,
Spring 1989, no. 1, p.38.
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GUIDELINES FOR LIBRARIANS
WITH SOUTH AFRICA

INTERACTING

The June 1989 1ssue of SRRIN con—
tained a brief synopsis of guidelines
tor librarians proposed by the African
Studies Association Archives-Libraries
Committee. The guidelines were ap—
proved, as revised., by SRRT Action Coun—
cil at the June 1989 ALA conference in
Dallas, and are reprinted here in full.

In light of the continuing crisis in
South  Africa. numerous organizations,
both within that country and worldwide,
have called for a total boycott to 1s0—
late the South Atrican regime. However,
with the enormous growth of the South
African democratic movement and 1its al-
ternative structures, the international
boycott has been modified 1n order to
support that movement while still 1so-
lating the apartheid regime. Because
librarians have a special role 1in pro-
viding i1nformation, guidelines are espe—
cilally necessary to define our role un—
der current circumstances. These guide—
lines were adopted by the Archives-Lai—
braries Committee of the [(U.5.] African
Studies Association at its spring meet—
ing at the University of Florada
(Gainesville) on April 12-15, 1989.
They are loosely based on the format and
content of similar gquidelines developed
by the academic staff of the University
of Witwatersrand, South Africa. in March
1988.

1.0 Guiding Principles

1.1 We support and uphold the values of

a free, democratic and non—racial soci-—
ety and therefore totally oppose the
South Arican system of govermment based
upoh race known as apartheid.

1.2 We oppose all institutions which
contribute to the continuation of
apartheid.

1.3 We are committed to excellence in
the performance of our professional re-
sponsibilities.

1.4 We are committed to social respon—
sibility as one of our highest pricri-
Lies.

1.5 Likraries should provide and pro—
mote services that are appropriate to
the needs of, the communities that they
serve.
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1.6 Research 1s enriched in excellence
and social value through an exchange of
1deas that occurs locally and 1interna—
tionally.

1.7 Meaningful research 1s 1mpossible
without full and uncensored access to
information.

1.8 Libraries do not exist 1n 1solation
from the dominant frends and contlicts
in the world arena.

2.0 The Issue

2.1  We take serious note of the inter-
national campalgn to 1isolate the South
African Goverrment and 1ts apartheid
structures.

2.2 We note that the international cul-
tural boycott has recently been moditfied
to exclude from the boycott people ard
organizations that are contributing to
the struggle to abolish apartheid such
as the African Naticnal Congress oI
South Africa, Congress of South African
Trade Unions and the United Democratic
Front.

2.3 We note that the free flow of 1in—
tormation to and from the mass demo—
cratic organizations ard anti-apartheid
institutions in South Africa i1s of bene-
fit to the evolution of South African
democracy .

2.4 We note that the Government of
South  Africa does everything 1in  1ts
power to deny the free flow of informa—
tion deemed usetul to the mass demo-
cratic movement, both domestically and
in the internaticnal arena.

2.9 We note that the Government of
South Africa engages in a substantial
and sophisticated worldwide propaganda
campalgn to assert 1ts legitimacy, using
every conceivable medium 1including the
free distribution of publications.

2.6 As professionals, we must strive to
bhalance our methods to promote the free
flow of information with work activities
that are morally and politically re—
sponsible.

3.0 General Recommendations

3.1 Librarians should encourage discus—
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sion and debate on the South African
s1tuation.

3.2 Librarians are encouraged to ex—
press their outrage concerning the con-
tinued existence of the apartheid South
African Government.

3.3 Librarians are encowraged TO work
within the political process to 1solate
the South African Government and all
apartheid institutions.

3.4 Librarians are encouraged to be of
service to the South African mass demo—
cratic movement 1n the context of their
professional work.

3.5 Librarians should attempt to edu—
cate members of their i1nstitutions to ke
aware of the subtleties of the South
African Government's propaganda cam-

paign.

3.6 Librarians should become aware of
the democratic and support organizations
concerned with South Africa operating 1in
the United States and elsewhere.

4.0 Recommendations for Collection De—
velopment, Retfterence Service and Out—
reach

4.1 We recognize the need to build bal-
anced collections relating to South
Africa. Because the South African Gov-
ernment maintains a large worldwide pro—
gram to distribute free pro—apartheid
materials to libraries and other insti-
tutions. librarians are especlally en—
couraged to aggressively acquire ard
publicize counter materials, especially
those published by the mass democratic
and liberation movements.

4.2 In their reference interactions and
teaching responsibilities, librarians
should strive to encourage library users
to develop the critical skills necessary
to evaluate, interpret and understand

the underlying intentions ot various
sources of information about  South

Africa.
4.3 Through direct contact, guides, and

bibliographies, librarians should publi-—
cize and provide access to a varilety of
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sources of information, including possi—
bly conflicting presentations of statis—
tics and other facts. as well as expres—
sions of differing points of view, and
assist 1n 1interpreting these presenta—
tions.

4.4 Librarians should take the opportu—
nity whenever possible to provide bibli-
ographies arvl reading lists to support
school and community activities such as
films, programs and other public events,
as well as to supplement media coverage
of South Africa.

5.0 Recommendations Regarding Profes—
sional Travel to South Africa

5.1 Librarians should only travel to
South Africa if 1invited by an anti-
apartheid organization or 1institution.
Talks and seminars at, or contractual
relationships with apartheid institu-
tions should not be undertaken.

6.0 KRecommendations for Action

6.1 Librarians and library assoclations
are encouraged to promote legal and
other humanitarian assistance to South
African librarians and library workers
whe surfer the consequences ot thelr ac—
tions in opposing apartheid.

6.2 Librarians. library assoclations
and library educational institutions are
encouraged to provide all types of edu—
cational and financial assistance to
black (African, Asian and 'coloured')
South African students who wish to study
library and information science 1n a
non-~racial envivronment . Assistance
should not be based on whether or not
students have the possibility of working
in their own country under current con-—
ditions. Such students should be re-—
cruited from or with the approval of
non—racial mass democratic organiza--
tions.

6.3 All activities that promote South
Africa as a regional center for library
development should be opposed while
apartheid continues. Ixamples of such
activities are: special training pro—
grams or lecture series at apartheild 1in-
stitutions. and consultation of the
South African Institute for Library and
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Information Science 1n matters that in-
volve other African countries (such as
the revision of the Dewey classitfication
schedules) .
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CALL FOR MANUSCRIPTS

The new Sage Publications Series
on Race and Ethnic Relations announces
1ts first call for manuscript proposals.
Prospective monograph and book authors
and anthology editors working 1n cre—
ative theoretical areas related to race
and ethnic relations are welcomed.
Specifically the series will publish
manuscripts that critically assess and
expand upon vrace and ethnic relations
issues, from American and comparative
points of view; interdisciplinary and
historical works with contemporary rele-
vance are solicited as well.
Manuscripts should be between 200 and
400  typewritten pages in length.
Manuscript proposals should be five sin-
gle-spaced pages including information
on manuscript themes, comparable studies
and the manuscript's market.
researchers should contact:
John H. Stanfield, II
Dept. of Sociology
College of William and Mary
Williamsburg, VA 23185
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BOOK REVIEWS

Horning, Kathleen T., ed. ALTERNAT IVE
PRESS PUBLISHERS OF CHILDREN'S BOOKS: A
DIRECIORY. 3rd ed. Friends of Coopera—
tive Children's Books Center, 19388. 89
p. Index. SBN 0-93164-102-4. $12.00
phi<. Publisher's address: [P.O. Box
5288, Madison. W1 53705-0288.

The third edition of this airec-
tory will be welcomed by those wantirg
to expand their base of sources for
children's books. It identities 139
publishers (55 new to this edition)
meeting the Center's detrinition of
"alternative': “an independent pub—
lisher unaffiliated with national or
miltinational corporations or organiza—
tions with 1ts major function of pub-
lishing books. one or all of which are
children's books." This edition expands
the definmition of children's bhooks to
include ages 16 and younger., a change
from the previous edition's cut-off at
age 14. Entries include all standard
directory information, as well as con—
tact person. cataleg availlability,
billing, discounts., and the number and
types of books published. The source 1s
easi1ly accessed through bilingual, dis-—
tributor, geographic and subject 1n-—
dexes. All information 1s verified by
correspondence with the publisher. A
unique and very usetful additaion.

—Deb Gilchrist

Lingle, Virgina A. and M. Sandra Wood.
HOW TO FIND INFORMATION ABOUT AIDS.
Harrington Park Press. 1988. ISBN O-

918393-52-3. $6.95 phk. Publisher's
address: 12 West 32nd St.. New York, NY
10001.

In the plethora of material coming
out on AIDS, it is gratifying that the
authors of this book do not claim to be
comprehensive. Their stated aim 1s to
“cover most aspects of the disease' with
the emphasis on clinical rather than
popular literature. The bock 1s divided
into several sections: Organizational
Resources, listed alphabetically with
notation of whether the group is local
or national (geographic index 1n the
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back of the book): Health Departments.
some general and some dealing with sex—

ual diseases of AIDs  specifically
{including the sinister-sounding Wash-
ington  State AIDS  Surveillance Unit);
Research Institutions, Grant Funding
sources and Federal Agenciles, a bare—
bones listing which would e wore help-
ful with more information on Just who
does what; and Computerized, Print, and
Audiovisual sources of information. The
book would be most useful in a school or
public library collection. Ancther (but
rather more expensive) title to consider
would be AIDS Information Sourcebook by
H. Robert Malinowsky and Gerald Perry
(Ory> Press, 1988, $24.50).

—{1indy Kaag

simonson, Rick, and oScott Walker, eds.
THE GRAYWOLF ANNUAL FIVE: MULTI-CULTURAL
LITERACY. Graywolt Press, 1988. 188 p.
ISBN 1-55597-114-8. $8.50 pbhk. Pub—
lisher's address: P.0O. Box 75006, St.
Paul., MN 55175.

This collection 1s 1intended 1n
part as a riposte to Allan Bloom's ard
E.D. Hirsch's ccncept of common knowl-
edge and ‘''cultural literacy' which the
editors find biased and entirely too re—
strictive—too Western. ftoo white. and
too male. The editors argue 1in their
excellent introduction (a manifesto of
sorts) that, as an educational project,
Hirsch's '"cultural literacy" 1s 1insutfi-
ciently ambitious: they make a telling
case that truly educated Americans
should know much more fthan just repre—
sentative 1tems from Hirsch's celebrated
list of "what literate Americans know."
This 1s so because America 1s truly a
multi-ethnic society. Because Asian,
African, and Latin American cultures
have enriched American soclety S0
greatly, and are represented so slightly
in Hirsch's 1list, the editors offer
their own list of cultural terms, names,
and concepts as a much—needed corrective
to Hirsch, Bloom, and their disciples.
The editors' hope is that their own more
multi—cultural list will stimulate de-
bate about what ,educated Americans
should know, and how the educaticnal
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system can promote multi-cultural liter-
acy.

For this collection. the editors
have selected thirteen essays (most of
them previcusly published) by writers as
various as Wendell Berry. James Baldwin,
Fduardo Galeano, David Mwra, Ishmael
Reed. Michelle Wallace, Carlos Fuentes,
and FPaula Gunn Allen. Concerns in these
essays 1nclude feminism, envirormental-
ism, Native American, black. Chicano,
and .Japanese-American 1identitles, media
bias, ethnocentrism, deficiences 1in
American education. and the act of writ-
ing. Perhaps the most compelling pilece
in the collection 15 Ishmael Reed's
"America: The Multinational Soclety.”
Reed points out some of the lnadequacies
of our concept of "'western civilization"
and calls for us to bring ourselves "up
to date" with what we have always been:
a truly multi-ethnic society. All of
the other essays 1n this fine collection
alsc enlarge our urnderstanding of our
individual selves, our society, and of
America's place 1n the world. The edi-
tors are to be commended for their et—
forts to "open the American mind'" to the
many volces of diverse cultures who have
found common ground i1n the ideals of the
AMmerican Dream. though that Dream 1s
sti1ll not realized for many members of
our society.

—Craig Gibson

FPEACE REVIEW: THE INTERNATIONAL QUAR-
TERLY OF WORLD PEACE. Peace Review Pub-
lications. ISSN  1040-2659. $20.00
Publisher's address: 2439 Barch GSt.,
Suite 8, Palo Alto, CA 94306

The editors of this new jJowrnal
promlse ‘'‘rigorous scholarly work, but
edited for a non-specialized reader—
ship." Since such material 1s already
offered by the Arms Control Association,
the United States Institute of Peace,
the Union of Concerned Scientists, AC—
CESS. the Canadian Institute for Inter—
national Peace and Security and others,
their claim that this 1s a needed addi-
tion to the field 1s dubious.
Volume I, number 1 contains a se—
ries of articles on the structure of
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militarism as well as commentary, re-—
ports, and book reviews. There is much
lacking 1n this jouwrnal, if this issue
1s an indication of 1its character. It
15 poorly edited, with failed justifica—
tion: punctuation, grammar, and spelling

errors; and partial i1talicization in
places. As to the scholarship of the
work, the articles in this first 1ssue

would not be accepted by most of the
Journals 1n the field. There 1s only
one footnote yet there are many loosely
attrihbuted quotations. Even the book
reviews do not have complete citations
of the material reviewed. There 15 a
disclaimer at the end of one article
which attempts to mollity the tcone and
hedge the bets of its mostly belligerent
statements. At least one of the book
reviews 1s a grade school level summary
of the story of the book with no attempt
a8t criticism whatsoever. There are no
credits for the charming woodcuts which
pepper the pages of the journal.

I hope that this journal disap—
pears quickly and that those that are
already doing well what it only promises
to do will continue to thrive.

—>5Stephen J. Stillwell, Jr.

BOOK REVIEWERS NEEDED

It yvou would like to review books, Jour—
nats, or videos for the SRET Newsletter,
please contact the editor with your re-
viewlng 1nterests. Some recent. titles
received:

The Pursuit of Sodomy: Male Homosexual-
ity 1n Renaissance and Enlightemnment Bu—
rope.

Perverts By Official Order: The Campaign
Against lomosexuals By the U.S. Navy.
Issues: A Biblio—

Contemporary Social

graphic Series
Essays on Gay Literature

Historical, Literary, and Erotic Aspects
of Lesbianism. .
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Journal of Gay and Lesbian Psychother-—
apy .

Journal of Homcsexuality.

Planting Seeds for Peace |video on pro—
moting intercultural dialogue and under—
standing in the Middle kEast].

===t e

srrt member takes unusual membership re-—
crulting step

Three weeks before production of this
1ssue the SKRKIN editor gave birth to a
baby girl. Emma Charlotte Stanford. who
welghed 8 pounds, 4 ounces. Somehow the
newsletter got done on time despite cir-
cumstances!

IR
The SRKET Newsletter (ISSN 0749-1670) 13|

published quarterly by the Social|
Responsibiliities Rourd Table of the|
American Library Association. It 1s

sent to members of SRKT as part of |
thelr membership and is available to|
others on subscription for $10.00 per |
year. Subscraiption 1s open to both
members and  norn—eembers  of ALA.
Correspondence and manuscripts may be

sent to SRKI/ALA, 50 E. Huron St..
Chicago, IL 60611, or directly to the|
editor at: Holland Library, Washingtonl
State University, Puliman, WA  99164-
5610 (Bitnet: SOKOL@WSUVML phone :
9509/335-2175  Fax: 509/335-0934)
Editor: Chris Sokol

Fditorial

Board: Elizabeth Morrissett

Linda Fierce
John Sheridan

'DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: OCTOBER 25! |
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CATALOGS RECEIVED
*»  The Southern Africa Media Center
nounces six new video releases which
cus on 1Individuals working to
aparthead. Titles 1nclude “Arter the
Hunger and Drought." (produced and di—
rected by Olley Maruma) which explcres
the role of writers and literature in
Zimbabwe, and "Biko: Breaking the Si-
lence." the story which "Cry Freedom"
only hints at.

The Medi1a Center 13 a project of
California Newsreel, a nor—profit educa-
tional corporation which, 1n 1988, cele—
brated 20 vyears of producing and dis—
‘tributing films for social change. The
Center has also published Together
Against Apartheid, a resource gquide
which describes how to bring a community
together to view a video cassette on
South Africa in small. informal gather-—
ings and then ask those audiences 1o
consider thelr own potential roles 1in
bringing about change in South Africa.

Another new release rfrom Califor-
nia Newsreel 1s "Ethnic Notions,” a doc—
umentary which traces ''the deep—rooted

an—
to—
end

m

stereotypes which have fueled anti-black
prejudice” throughout American history.
Catalog available from:

Southern Africa Media Center/Calitcornia
Newsreel

630 Natoma St.
San Francisco,
(415)621--6196

CA 94103

X Now avallable Ifrom the Minnesota
Library Association SKHRT: Videos for a
Nuclear Age and Notable Distributors of
Videos on Nuclear Issues., and Central
America Videos, compiled by Jan DeSirey,
Chris Dodge, Marilyn Lustig. Contact:
MLA Social Responsibilities Round Table
c/o0 North Regiconal Library

1315 Lowry Ave. North

Minneapolis, MN 55411
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