
Data Literacy 

What is it? Why is it important to libraries? How can 
libraries promote data literacy? 



What is data literacy? 

The ability to read, work with, 
analyze, and argue with data. 

Source: https://thedataliteracyproject.org/

https://thedataliteracyproject.org/


What is data literacy? 

When people encounter numbers, 
visualizations, and statistics, can 
they make good decisions about 
them?

Source: Moran, G. (2019, August 13).“We’re in a data literacy crisis. Could 
librarians be the superheroes we need?” Fortune, 
https://fortune.com/2019/08/31/data-literacy-crisis-librarians-library/

https://fortune.com/2019/08/31/data-literacy-crisis-librarians-library/


Why is data literacy important to 
libraries?

Library Impact Community Impact



Why is data literacy important to 
libraries?

Library Impact

• Demonstrating relevance to 
stakeholders

• Making data-informed 
decisions

• Understanding 
neighborhood demographics 

• Serving the community 
more effectively and 
efficiently



Why is data literacy important to 
libraries?

Help people in your 
community:

• Assess and interpret data 
• Develop job skills
• Obtain information for 

their business
• Participate in community 

development and policy-
making

• Learn about local history

Community Impact
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How can libraries promote data literacy? 
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San Francisco Public Library Campaign 
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Boulder Public Library: Art of Data Exhibit



Question:

How has your library promoted 

data literacy?


