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Census Data Literacy

The Census Data Literacy project is an
initiative of PLA in partnership with
ALA’s Public Policy and Advocacy
Office. It aims to build data literacy
skills among library staff to enhance American
their services, programs, and AL A Hbl‘ﬂﬁ{ .
initiatives with the overall goal of Ssociation

promoting awareness and use of
Census data in their communities.
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Census Data Literacy:
Resource Guide

Census Data Literacy
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Using the Census for Family and Local History:
A Resource Guide for Public Libraries
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Census Facts

The first full U.S.
census in 1790
counted 3.9 million
inhabitants.

In 1850 the census
started recording
names of all ho
members
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s: An Annotated List

ensus for local or family history research may involve two types of sources: census
nsus records or returns. Historical data — whether aggregated at the local, state, or
Jel - can help you understand how a place and the people in it have changed over
fds — the forms people fill out with their individual infermation — can be an invaluable
lealogical research. Records can also be used for local history, to create a more
joture of the individuals who made up a community in the past.

hsus Bureau has a guide to its own history and a webinar recording of “A Brief
he Census 1790-2020" (from Sept. 2020) is available giving an overview. The Library
has also created a quide to reference publications and finding aids for researchers

row the questions asked on the decennial census have changed, The Pudding has
n interactive visualization that tracks questions by themes aver time.

lesearched narrative history, check out Margo J. Anderson's book, The American
[Social History, 2nd edition (Yale University Press, 2015)

ial census determines the number of seats each state gets in the House of
tives. Use the interactive Historical Apportionment Data Map to explore each state's

ats and population per representative from 1810 to 2020

Census Facts
Who Counts?

Resources: An Annotated List
History of the Census
Historical Census Data
Historical Census Records
Making Connections
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Thank you!
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