
 
 

 

ALA Annual Conference Travel Tips 
 Weather in New Orleans 

Fast Forecast Facts 

• Average temperature: 88°F/31°C daily high, 68°F/20 °C evening 
• HIGH humidity (ranging from 90% in the morning and 76% in the afternoon) 
• Average June rainfall: 13 days of the month 

The challenge of dressing for New Orleans weather, as for any ALA Conference venue, is that it’s 
hot and humid outside but businesses and restaurants are ice cold, so having a light sweater or 
jacket on hand is ideal. Bring an umbrella too, as summer storms can spring up. The hotels and 
restaurants keep the air conditioning on to keep the mold at bay. 

 What to Pack 
• You might want to plan your outfits for each day with the weather forecast in mind, mixing 

and matching to cut down on the packing. Save time by making a list of your outfits day-by-
day so you don’t have to spend time figuring out what to wear in the morning. Consider 
wearing a business casual outfit on the plane in case your luggage is lost and you need to 
wear something for a day or two. 

• What’s the dress code for ALA Conferences? For the most part the conference is business 
casual, however, a recent article in the Chronicle of Higher Education, encouraged conference 
attendees to “dress aspirationally.” What does this mean? If you’re a graduate student, 
dress like a librarian. If you are a new assistant professor, dress like the person going up for 
tenure. Why? It can’t hurt to have others envision you in the next professional stage or rank 
that you’d like to achieve. And if you’re still not sure, err on the side of too dressed-up, just 
like you would for a job interview. (Some of you may be having job interviews at the 
Conference!) 

• You might want to dress to take advantage of the Headshot Studio where you can get 
Professional Headshots 
SATURDAY – SUNDAY IN THE NEW ORLEANS CONVENTION CENTER, PLACEMENT CENTER 

• Any attendee can sign-up for an appointment with ALA's conference photography 
team to have a professional photo taken and set of digital images created for the 
attendees' use in job applications, social media, and other networking opportunities. 
Walk-ins welcome. Cost: $20. This is a very popular thing, so it’s a good idea to sign 
up in advance. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a084aafa8283-alaphotography
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a084aafa8283-alaphotography


 
 

 

• Don’t forget your yoga clothes: There’s a yoga-meditation room in the New Orleans 
Convention Center, Room 274: 

Friday, June 22 9:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Saturday, June 23 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Sunday, June 24 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Monday, June 25 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

• Bottom line: make sure your clothes are comfortable as days at conference are long and you 
will have more stamina if your body is comfortable. Bring (and wear) comfortable shoes that 
you can walk in because you will be walking a LOT around the convention center and the 
exhibit hall and the city. It’s not a good idea to break in new shoes at conference. 

• Don’t forget your business cards as you’ll want to be handing them out to people you meet. 
However, if you forget to bring business cards you can always say that you follow most 
people on Twitter or LinkedIn . . .  and you can immediately follow someone you meet to 
show you’re interested in them. 

• Don’t forget the chargers for all your devices. Since there’s probably no power outlet to be 
found at your seat, consider investing in a USB battery pack for long-haul flights with your 
tablet or phone. And don’t forget to put your laptop in airplane mode—if nothing else, it 
saves a little power. 

• You’ll want to keep receipts for your expenses in an organized folder or envelope. This will 
save you time and headaches when you’re back home filling out those expense reports. 

• Try not to forget your sunscreen and sunglasses! The UV index in June averages between 8-
10 which is considered very high. 

• If you’re trying to work on the plane, bring noise-cancelling headphones. The continual 
vibrations and humming of most planes can be unsettling if you’re working. 

• Bring $10 worth of singles for tips. 

 Transportation 
From the Airport 
In addition to taxis and Uber, you can also reserve an Airport Shuttle at a discounted rate ($38 
roundtrip and $19 one way). Make a reservation at least 24 hours before your flight. 

By Car 
Unless you’re planning extensive or far-flung explorations outside the major tourist zones, you 
really don’t need to rent a car during your stay in New Orleans. The town is flat, ultra-

http://thewirecutter.com/reviews/best-usb-battery-packs/
http://airportshuttleneworleans.hudsonltd.net/res?USERIDENTRY=ALIBA0618&LOGON=GO


 
 

 

picturesque, and made for walking; there are plenty of taxis (including Uber and pedicabs) and 
decent public transportation. Indeed, a streetcar ride is as much entertainment as a practical 
means of getting around. Meanwhile, driving and parking in the French Quarter bring grief. 
Many streets are narrow, potholed, crowded, and one-way. Outside the gridded Quarter, streets 
angle in logic-defying directions in attempt to align around the curvy Mississippi River. Street 
parking is minimal and lots are fiendishly expensive (hotel lots can be criminally high). If you're 
in town for a while or visit often, the parkmobile app is worthwhile. Once you complete the 
annoying set-up, you can conveniently pay for most street meters via smartphone. 

Once you’re in the city, you can take advantage of the Gale shuttle buses which travel between 
the Morial Convention Center and all the Conference hotels. Service starts on Thursday, June 21 
at 12:00 noon and ends on Tuesday, June 27 at 2:00 p.m. Complete details are on the ALA 
conference website. 

By Taxi 
Taxis are plentiful in New Orleans and can be hailed easily on the street in the French Quarter 
and in some parts of the Central Business District. They also usually line up at taxi stands at 
larger hotels. Otherwise, call and expect a cab to appear in about 15 minutes; much longer 
during peak times, events, and in residential areas. The rate is $3.50 when you enter the taxi and 
$2.40 per mile thereafter. During special events, the rate is $5 per person (or the meter rate if it’s 
greater) to the event site. From the French Quarter to an uptown restaurant or club, expect to 
spend $15 to $25; cash or credit cards accepted. The fee for transfers between hotels is $10 no 
matter how short the ride. 

The cab behemoth is United Cabs (www.unitedcabs.com; [tel] 504/524-9606). Nawlins Cab (a 
family breakaway from United) operates by smartphone app (www.nawlinscab.com; 
[tel] 504/522-9059) as does Carriage Cab, the slightly upscale sister to Checker and Yellow 
Cabs (www.neworleanscarriagecab.com; [tel] 504/207-7777). You can also hire a taxi for a few 
hours or day at negotiable hourly rates (usually in the mid-$30/hour rate), a hassle-free way to 
tour far-flung areas of the city. 
 
Uber (available only by app) began operating in New Orleans in 2015. The usual concerns apply 
about this much-debated ride-sharing service. So far it gets mixed reports—with the major 
complaint being that there simply aren’t enough drivers. That should change with time. Expect 
the fare to be slightly less than standard taxis till the surge prices kick in. Uber cannot pick up at 
the airport. Lyft is not a presence (yet). 
 
On Foot 
We can’t stress this enough: Walking is by far the best way to see New Orleans (besides, you 
need to walk off all those calories!). You’ll miss the many unique and sometimes glorious sights 

https://2018.alaannual.org/sites/default/files/inline-files/Annual%202018%20NO%20Shuttle%20Flyer%20as%20of%204.13.pdf
https://2018.alaannual.org/sites/default/files/inline-files/Annual%202018%20NO%20Shuttle%20Flyer%20as%20of%204.13.pdf


 
 

 

if you whiz past them. Slow down, stroll, and take it in. If it’s just too hot, humid, or rainy, there’s 
always a cab or bus nearby. 

By Ferry 
The Canal Street/Algiers Ferry is one of the city’s great assets, not just for transportation to the 
old Algiers Point neighborhood, but to get a view of the city from the Mississippi River. It’s a 
working ferry, but it’s more than that at night, when the city’s glowing skyline reflects on the 
water. The 25-minute ride from the foot of Canal Street costs $2 each way. The ferry leaves New 
Orleans every 30 minutes Monday to Friday from 6:15am to 9:45pm, Saturday 11am to 8pm, and 
Sunday 11am to 6pm. Check for schedule changes on holidays and during events. Pedestrians 
and bikes only, no cars. (1 Canal St., across the tracks and up the big stairs; www.nolaferries.com; 
[tel] 504/309-9789). 
 
By City Bus 
New Orleans has a good public bus system that many locals rely on, so chances are there’s a bus 
that runs exactly where you want to go. The fare is $1.25; transfers are an extra 25 cents. You 
must have exact change in bills or coins, or you can use a JazzyPass). For route information, 
contact the RTA (www.norta.com; [tel] 504/248-3900) or pick up one of the excellent city maps 
at the Visitor Information Center, 529 St. Ann St., in the French Quarter. 
 
By Streetcar 
Besides being a National Historic Landmark, the St. Charles Avenue streetcar is also a 
convenient, scenic, and fun way to get from downtown to Uptown and back. The iconic green 
cars click and clack for 6 1/2 miles 24 hours a day at frequent intervals and get crowded at 
school and business rush hours. Board at Canal and Carondelet streets (directly across Canal 
from Bourbon St. in the French Quarter) or anywhere along the line. The tracks wind beyond the 
point where St. Charles Avenue bends into Carrollton Avenue, ending at Palmer Park (Claiborne 
Avenue). The original cars run on the St. Charles line, so it’s not air-conditioned or wheelchair 
accessible (and it’s a big step up). All other lines have A/C and lifts. 
 
The Riverfront streetcar line runs the length of the French Quarter, from the Old Mint at 
Esplanade past the Convention Center to the Pontchartrain Expressway, with stops along the 
way. It runs daily 5:30am to 11:30pm, and is a great foot saver as you explore the riverfront. The 
spiffy, bright-red cars on the Canal Street line service two destinations. Check the sign on the 
front of the car: “Cemeteries” goes to several of the older cemeteries and runs daily 5am to 3am; 
“City Park” goes through Mid-City, to City Park/the New Orleans Museum of Art and Jazz Fest 
(expect jammed streetcars during Jazz Fest). The City Park route runs between 7am and 1:15am. 
 
The Loyola line runs along Loyola Street, connecting the Union Passenger Terminal (and Amtrak 
and Greyhound passengers) with the Canal Street line, and continues to the French Market on 
weekends (Sat–Sun 6:30am–9:30pm). 



 
 

 

 
The fare for any streetcar line is $1.25 each way. Add 25 cents to transfer to or from a city bus. 
All streetcars take exact change in bills or coins only, or JazzyPasses. 
 

 Dining 
 
With more than 1,400 restaurants, New Orleans cuisine is built on a tradition that stretches from 
Paris to Port au Prince and from Cadiz to the Congo. The city received 9 nominations for the 
2018 James Beard Awards. Check out “Big Easy Eats” in the June issue of American Libraries, 
which includes many vegan and vegetarian options. 
 
Whether you have funding or not, you’ll most likely be on a budget, and food and beverage 
costs can add up quickly. However, there are many opportunities for free food at conference. 
Sometimes continental breakfast is available to those that attend business meetings and there 
are often snacks available in the exhibit hall. Vendors often have breakfasts and luncheons 
where you can get a great meal for free. These tend to be by invitation though, so check with 
your colleagues to see if anyone at your library has received an invitation that they’re not using. 
While the free foods may not be what you’d normally eat, taking advantage of free food is a 
good way of lowering your food costs. The opening exhibits reception on Friday night in the 
Convention Center features heavy hors d'oeuvres and drinks. 
 
Some tips for staying within your food budget: 

• Find a grocery store and purchase food to keep in your room. 
• Buy prepared meals from a grocery store. These are often cheaper than eating at a 

restaurant. See if you can find a Whole Foods or Trader Joes close to your hotel. 
• Bring snacks with you. Many snacks foods are small and portable, so you can carry them 

in your suitcase. 
• If someone suggests an activity (food or otherwise) that is outside of your price range, 

tell them that. You don't need to go along with the crowd. 
 

 Sightseeing 
 
I hope you can plan at least one day of your visit for sight-seeing since you might be hard 
pressed to find time to visit New Orleans. 
 
Be sure to check out the Arts Guide, compiled by the ACRL Arts Section. ALA’s recommendations 
for things to do can be found in this online guide, which covers festivals, tours, nightlife, 
attractions, sports, music, and cultural arts. 

https://nola.eater.com/2018/3/14/17119426/james-beard-award-finalists-2018-new-orleans-nola
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2018/06/01/big-easy-eats-new-orleans-dining-guide/
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1G3I0FqxFEYNJqSM3Bx75kd3eZbax2oOP&hl=en&ll=29.97211816084958%2C-90.08266179999998&z=13
https://www.neworleans.com/nola-things-to-do/


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



