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From theChair, Jill Newby

Attherecent ALA Annud Conferencein Toronto,
thereweremany topnotch STSprogramsand discussion
groups. The STS Conference Program on Monday, June
23rd, “ Partnersin Science: an Exploration of aScientist-
Librarian Relationship,” featured avery effective model
of alibrarian-faculty collaboration between Paul St. Pierre
and Carolyn MacGregor, University of Waterloo. Steve
Hiller, University of Washington outlined assessment
studies carried out at the UW libraries to measure
information seeking habitsof scientistsand engineers. For
moredetailson other programsand quality STSdiscusson
group meetingsheld in Toronto, seearticlesinthisissue
of theSTSSignd.

What isintheworksat STS?

STS Committees are working on a number of
frontsto promoteincreased awareness and accessibility
to scienceand engineeringinformation. The Information
Literacy Task Force hascompleted abibliography andis
working oninformation literacy standardsand outcomes
for scienceand engineering disciplines. Thiswork will be
highlighted at the 2004 STS Conference Program in
Orlando, “Making Connections on Campus.  Collabora
tive approachesto information literacy inthe sciences.”
TheContinuing Education Committeehasaligting of “ Sci-
Tech Library Mentors,” STSmemberswillingto serveas
resourcesfor librarians needing ass stance or mentoring.
TheAssessment Committeeisdevelopingasurvey tolearn
more about assessment practicesin librariesthat will be
shared with the membership. The Subject and
Bibliographic Access Committee completed asel ected
annotated bibliography on grey literature. The
Publications Committee continues to keep the STS
membership informed through the Signal andthe STS
listserv. It also providesleadership and editorialship for
thee-journal, ISTL , Issuesin Science and Technology

Librarianship, and the STSwebsite. For those of you
who haven't visited the STSwebsitelately, the site has
been successfully convertedtothenew ALA web format,
duetothediligenceof Jennifer Duvernay, STSweb editor.
Pease contact Jennifer at jennifer.duvernay @asu.edu, if
you have questionsor commentsor just plaincan’t find
what you arelooking for at the STSwebsite.
ALA& ACRL

ALA andACRL havesevera new initiatives of
interest to STS members. The new ACRL Scholarly
Communication Committee providesaforumthroughther
emall discussionlist and programsat ALA Midwinter and
Annua andthe ACRL Nationa conference.

ALA's@your library® campaign hasawealth
of resources, including amarketing toolkit, information
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about theALA logo and branding and case histories of
how librarianshave used the @ your library® brandto
market library services. Check out the website (http:/
www.ala.org/acrl/@yourlibrary) and add your library’s
story tothelist of casehistories!

| look forward to seeing colleaguesat the STS
meetings scheduled for theALA Midwinter meetingin
SanDiegoin January.

Jill Newby
Science-Engineering Library
University of Arizona
newbyj@u.library.arizona.edu
Phone: 520-621-6387
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FromtheViceChair/Chair-Elect, Jeanne Davidson

Doyou haveideasyouwould liketo sharewith
other science/technology librarians? Would you like
opportunitiesto network and meet others? Do you have
questionsyou would like help in answering? Working
with otherson ST'S committees provides opportunities
tododl of thesethings. AsViceChair/Chair Elect | will
be appointing new committee membersover the coming
months. | encourage you to go to the STS website to
read more about what the various STS committees do.
Thenfill inand submit the committee-volunteer formto
let me know of your interests, or contact medirectly at
jeanne.davidson@oregongtate.edu.

Another opportunity for youto help STSisby
responding to the member survey that will belinked on
our websitethisfall. Theresultsfromthisbiennia survey
are passed along to program committees, discussion
group plannersand the ST Sleadership. Theinformation
weganfromyou hepsin planning programsand activities
for thesection that will serveyou better.

| hopeto hear from many of you inthe coming
monthsand | look forward to seeingyou a Midwinterin
sunny San Diego!

Jeanne Davidson

Physical Sciences Librarian
Oregon Sate University
jeanne.davidson@or egonstate.edu

Phone: 541-737-7275
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College ScienceL ibrariansDiscussion Group

The College Science Librarians Discussion Group
cancelled our session at ALA because both speakers
decided not to come to Toronto. The topic of the
discussonwasto have been“ Drawing peopletothelibrary:
providing services and support to lurethemin.” We're
hoping to beableto reschedulethisfor alater session. The
College ScienceLibrarians Discussion Group and the Sci-
Tech Library Management Discussion Group organized a
dinner for Sci Techlibrarianson Sunday evening, So nineteen
librariansmet at L e Saint Tropez Restaurant and enjoyed
anevening filled with good food and pleasant conversation.

Information supplied by Terri Freedman

General Discussion Group and Subject & Biblio-
graphicAccessto Science M aterialsCommittee

The General Discussion Group joined forceswith
the Subject & Bibliographic Accessto Science Materias
Committee for apanel discussion titled “Fading of the
Greynessin Grey Literature: ISGrey Literature Still Grey?’
Three speakers offered different approaches to the
increasngworld of Grey Literature.

Unfortunately, JuliaGelfand, of the University of
Cdifornia, Irvine, and aleading expert on the subject of
Grey Literature, was unableto attend the conference, but
[ rwinWeintraub of the Brooklyn Ingtitute very generously
stepped in and presented Julia spaper. After aninteresting
introduction and overview of thetopic, where everything
from chest x-raysto datasetsto preprintswereidentified
asGrey Literature, Eric Childressof OCLC presented his
paper, which covered the chalengesof catadoging (or NOT
cataloging, asisoftenthecase) Grey Literature. Thefina
presentation was by Ed Pentz of CrossRef, who confessed
to " not being alibrarian or knowing anything about Grey
Literature,” but histopic of descriptive metadatafitinvery
well with the other two presentations. For thosewishingto
learn moreabout thetopic of Grey Literature, abibliography
may be found at http://personal.ecu.edu/cooninb/
Greyliterature.htm.

Also, anyonewishing to be sent the PowerPoint
presentations of the threetalks given, may contact Meg
Spencer at mspencel@swarthmore.edu.

Information supplied by Meg E. Spencer

STSSIGNAL, V. 18, no. 2



I ssuesin Sci-Tech Library Management
Discussion Group

Thegroup met todiscussTheTop Ten Thingsa
New Sci/Tech Librarian Should Know: Developing Core
Competencies. Thediscussonopenedwithapand: Kathy
Chiang (Cornell U.) and Catherine Soehner (UC Santa
Cruz) represented the supervisor’spoint of view; Kathy
Fescemyer (Penn State U.) and Anne Zeidman-Karpinski
(U. of Oregon) represented the new librarian’ sviewpoint.
Both supervisorstalked about what they |ook for
inanew hire, aswell aswhat that new hireshouldlearnin
hisor her first year onthejob. Both new librariansspoke
about what they saw astheir most important lessonsbased
onfirst year experience— onefrom the perspective of
someonejust finishing up her first year; the other having
had experienceasa“new” sciencelibrarian at several
different librariesinrecent years.
The presentations and the discussion were
energeticand productive. Amid somedivergenceof views,
somecommon themesemerged:
B A (new) sci/tech librarian needsto be creative,
flexible, and ateam player
B | earnthepoliticsof the organization you have
joined
B Learntheprint referencecollectionat your library
B Gettoknow, and befriend, your co-workers
B Bepaient; everythingisgoingtotakeyou longer
thanyouthink it should
B Keepupwithwhat’sgoing oninsci/tech
B | eanthebestway tocommunicatewithimportant
individuals, e.g. email may not work

Information supplied by Victoria S. Mitchell

Publisher/Vendor Relations Discussion Group

ThePublisher/Vendor Relations Discusson Group
hosted adiscussion on science and technology reference
sources. Stephen DeCroesfrom John Wiley and Sons
spoke about Wiley Interscience onlineinteractive chemi-
cal databases. Hetaked primarily about three chemistry
products. e-EROS (The Encyclopediaof Reagentsfor
Organic Synthesis; Organic-Chemical Drugsand Their
Synonyms); and Occupationa Toxicantsand MAK Val-
ues. Subscriberscan search theseworksindividually or
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acrossdatabases. Tom Rosenthal from Elsevier Science
and Technology Booksta ked about hiscompany’sonline
products, whichinclude 1200 STM titlesincluding 30
major referenceworks. Healso discussed thepricing of
onlinesubscriptions. Several librariansbrought up the
need for moreflexibility among scienceltech publishersin
pricing their onlinereferenceworks. Inmany cases, li-
brarieshandletheir reference collection budgetsdiffer-
ently fromtheir serialsbudgetsand in certain cases, itis
preferableto pay aonetime up-front feefor permanent
accesstoreferencetitles. Inother libraries, it might be
preferableto pay ayearly subscription feefor access.
Thediscussion revea ed that publishing representatives
werenot dwaysawarethat sciencelibrariansoften make
purchasing decisionsfor both referenceworksand seri-
as. Furthermore, although sciencelibrarians makethe
purchase decision, they may not handletheactua acqui-
stionor contract negotiationsfor online products.

Information supplied by Susan Norrisey

Sci/Tech Information Discussion Group

The Science & Technology Information
Discussion Group hosted a discussion, “Genomics
databases. Big Science, biology and libraries’” about the
genomicsinformation explosonandtherolelibrariescan
play during thisexciting timeinthefield of biology. The
January “database” issue of Nucleic Acids Research
contained over 350 database descriptions, despiteits
being aselective list. Theselarge datasets, the large
numbersof databases, and the computationa techniques
necessary to manage and understand thedataareradicaly
changing how somebiology isdone. Librariesarerich
with expertisethat could help manage the explosion of
data.

Kathy Chiang, Public ServicesLibrarianat Mann
Library, Corndl University, gaveanoverview of genomics
databasestoday and how they arebeing used. Thiswas
followed by alively discussion of how library staff are
currently contributing their expertise and experienceto
enhancetheresearch andlearning processaswell asideas
for what they could bedoinginthefuture.

Over 35 people attended the session and the
feedback was overwhelmingly positive. We will be
continuingthisdiscussonat ALA Midwinter in San Diego,
where we will discuss the library’s role in teaching
informatics. Welook forward to seeing you there.

Information supplied by Ann E. Robinson



KEEPING AN @ ON OUR MEMBERS

Linda Ackersdn (U. of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign) authored "Challenges for Engineering
Libraries: Supporting Research and Teaching in a
Cross-Disciplinary Environment" in the June 2003 issue
of Sciences & Technology Libraries.

Nan Butkovich (Penn State U.) co-authored
"Librariesin Transition: Impact of Print and Electronic
Journal Access' in the April 2003 issue of Against the
Grain.

Liz Cooksey has taken a part-time position as
Search Assistant with Legal Resource Group of
Savannah, GA. She continues her association with the
UGA Marine Education Center and Aquarium as
Consulting Research Librarian.

Kathy Fescemyer (Penn State U.) authored the
Internet Resources article in the May 2003 issue of
C & RL News; her title was "Horticulture, Sources for

'Assessment Committee

The STS Assessment Committee, formerly
known as the Comparison of Sci/Tech Libraries
Committee, continued the discussion of its assessment
survey begun during the Midwinter Meeting in
Philadel phia. Thesurvey isintended to compiledataon
the patternsand trends of assessment current in sci/tech
libraries, aswell asthe methods and techniquesused to
measure assessment. Membersreviewed adraft of the
survey and suggested improvementsto clarify the purpose
and outcomes. Of particular interest to the group was
developing aseriesof questionsto discover any changes
implemented at an institution following an assessment
project. After find Committeeapprova of thesurvey, it
will be sent out to the STS membership, whichwill be
thefocusfor now. If resultsareencouraging, distribution
could beexpandedtoinclude other related organizations.
Aspart of itscharge, the Committeeiscurrently compiling

Gardeners."

MORE NEXT TIME!

\_

Assessment Committee

(formerly Comparison of Science and
Technology Libraries Committee)
Donad G Frank, Chair /04
frankd@pdx.edu

College Science Librarians
Discussion Group

Julie Thornton Miran, Co-Chair /04
jmiran@haverford.edu

Beth Thomsett-Scott, Co-Chair /05
bscott@library.unt.edu

Continuing Education Committee
Christine Desai, Chair /05
cdesai @lib.siu.edu

General Discussion Group
Susan B. Case, Co-Chair /04

scase@ku.edu

JulieA. Kelly, Co-Chair /05
jkelly@umn.edu

Government Information Committee
Randall Halverson, Chair /05
rahalver @iupui.edu

Issues in Sci/Tech Library Management
Discussion Group

VictoriaS. Mitchell, Co-Chair /04
vmitch@dar kwing.uoregon.edu

NormaG. Kobzina, Co-Chair /05
nkobzina@library.berkeley.edu

Membership & Recruitment
Committee

Lori J. Critz, Co-Chair /04
lori.critz@library.gatech.edu

Edward Lener, Co-Chair /05
|ener @vt.edu

Nominating Committee
JoAnn DeVries, Chair /04
j-devr @tc.umn.edu

Oberly Award Committee
Kathy Fescemyer, Chair /05
kaf12@psu.edu

Organization & Planning Committee
Alison Ricker, Chair /04
alison.ricker @oberlin.edu

Publications Committee
Philip Herold, Co-Chair /05
herol008@tc.umn.edu

BarbaraMacAlpine, Co-Chair /04
bmacal pi @trinity.edu

Publisher/Vendor Relations
Discussion Group

Susan M. Norrisey, Co-Chair /04
lismn@lib.ttu.edu

Marian Burright, Co-Chair /05
mb372@umail.umd.edu

/ *STS Committee & Discussion Group Chairs * STS Committee & Discussion Group Chairs *

Research Committee
Maliaca Strom-Oxnam, Co-Chair /05
oxnamm@ul.library.arizona.edu

Karen S. Grigg, Co-Chair, 06
karen_grigg@ncsu.edu

Science and Technology Information
Discussion Group

Ann J. (Angi) Faiks, Co-Chair /05
faiksO01@umn.edu

Ann E. Robinson, Co-Chair /04
arobins@fas.harvard.edu

Subject & Bibliographic Access
Committee

Bao-Chu Chang, Co-Chair /04
bao-chu_chang@ncsu.edu

Sophie Bogdanski, Co-Chair /05
shogdans@wvu.edu

2004 Conference Program Planning
Sherri L. Edwards, Co-Chair /04
edwards.49@nd.edu

David Flaxbart, Co-Chair /04
flaxbart@uts.cc.utexas.edu
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abibliography of assessment articles, andisdeveloping
alist of other ALA committeeswhose chargeincludes
assessment or somesimilar typeof evauation of library
collections, services, and programs.

A number of guests attended the meeting,
including three Canadianswho offered various ideasfor
programs. A discussion of theresultsfrom the assessment
survey was a so suggested asafuture program.

Information supplied by Daria O. Carle
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Continuing Education Committee

Current membersdiscussed the composition of
the new committee since there will be few returning
members. Thefirst task of thenew committeewill beto
finalizeand circul ate the biannual survey of continuing
education needs of STS members. Results will be
distributed at ALA Midwinter to STS Council for
dissemination to groupsinvolved in planning conference
programsand discussionssessions.

Other projects include the Sci/Tech Library
Mentors and Continuing Education on the Web. Pro-
gress has been made in contacting mentors to verify
addressesand continued availability. Thecommitteewill
review proceduresfor collecting dataon how theservice
isbeing used, and for contacting mentors. Discussion of
the Continuing Education on the Web resource was
deferredtill Midwinter. Thecommitteea so agreed to
survey members about the SLA proposal to enter into
reciprocal agreementstoalow ALA and SLA members
to attend each other’ sworkshopsand pre-conference
programsat member cost. The committeewill convey
theresultsto STS Council, which asked for arecom-
mendation reflecting members wishesonthis meatter.

Information supplied by Christina M. Desai

Gover nment Infor mation Committee

The committee will create an “Earth and
Environmental Sciences’ content category, and will
continue to update our “ Top 100 sci/tech government
websites’ webpage. Wewill monitor ALA listservsfor
government information news items relevant to STS
members.

Government Documents Round Table Highlights:

The Round Table heard about the Canadian
government’s service-oriented, award-winning website,
which provides subject groupings of links; see science
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links at: http://canada.gc.ca/cdns/science_e.html.
Superintendent Judy Russdll presented an update on GPO
news. All remaining physical bookstoreswill close, and
the GPO isinvestigating print-on-demand servicesfor
depository libraries. The GPO and the Office of
Management and Budget have agreed to a* solution for
federal printing.” Agencieswill contract directly with
printing contractors, expecting each contract to mandate
two print copiesand oneeectronic copy of each document
for GPO. The upcoming book Tapping Sate
Government Information Sources will provide an
overview of publication programsby state. ALA'sPatrice
McDermott presented the“Washington Update,” during
which attendees|earned that increasingly, government
informationisbeing withdrawnin referenceto “nationa
security.” TheeGov Act helpsto establish standardsand
policy for online public accessto government information.

Information supplied by Randall Halverson, Brian Quigley,
and Julie Williamsen

Member ship and Recr uitment Committee

The STSNew Members Orientation/Reception
was held on Saturday, June 21st from 8 —9 aminthe
Fairmont Roya York Hotd in Toronto. Wehad 10 new’
or potential membersin attendanceand 7 STS Council
and Membership Committee members. Each Council
member introduced himself/hersalf, and spokefor afew
minutes on STS (benefits of membership, committee
work, etc.). Then, each new/potential member talked
briefly about highher interestin sci/tech librarianship. This
wasfollowed by abrief question and answer period, then
informa networking. Thecontinental breakfast offerings
wereavery welcome addition.

The Committeeisundertaking severd recruitment/
retentionactivities:
B Welcomelettersfor new STS members
B |etters& asurvey (askingwhy STS membership
was dropped) to dropped members
B “Thank you” lettersto non-STSattendeesof STS
programs, events, and discussion groups
B Collaboration projects/opportunitieswith other units
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and/or organizations
B Aformal letter tolibrary school faculty of sci/tech
type courses--to reach studentswith informationon STS
and sci/techlibrarianship
B Mountingof ‘recruitment’ informationonthe STS
website--toinclude linkstothe STS brochure, letters,
linksto articles, etc.

The Committee will complete the new STS
brochure design and printing by Midwinter 2004.

Information supplied by Lori Jean Critz and Catherine
Soehner

Organization and Planning Committee

Only two members of the committee (Alison
Ricker and Randall Halverson) wereableto meet together
during Midwinter. e continued our processof reviewing
the STS Strategic Plan, specifically considering how the
section’s plan supportsthegoasof ACRL, asstated in
the division’s strategic plan. We aso brainstormed
activitiesthat STScould pursueto support ACRL'sgoas
moredirectly, such asengaging more systematically in
outreach and collaboration with other professional
organizations. Theoneincomingmember of thecommittee
isJoAnn Calzonetti, University of Akron. Continuing
membersinclude BarbaraK ern, University of Chicago,
LeaWade of Silver Spring, MD, Julie Yang, UC San
Diego, plusAlisonand Randall for atotal of 6 members
for 2003/04. Making progressasacommitteewill require
more contact through email and possibly atelephone
conferencecdl inthefdl, to continuethediscussonmore
widely well in advance of the next Midwinter meeting.
The committee must also continueitswork to updatethe
STSManua pagesontheweb site.

Information supplied by Alison Ricker

PublicationsCommittee

Prior totheALA Annua Conferencein Toronto,
the Publications Committee conducted asurvey of STS-
L subscribersregarding the Section’snewd etter, Sgnal.
Althoughtherewasasmall response, thesurvey results
provided useful information, including recommendations
for improvements. The Sgnal editors brought forth
severa recommendationsfor change, both to visual/layout
aspectsand to content, and these changeswereendorsed
by the STS Council. Expect to seesomechangesinthe

newd etter inthe coming months!

Other current Publications Committee projects
includetheredesign of the STS brochure, amarketing
andinformationd resourcefor thesection, in coordination
with the Membership and Recruitment Committee. The
Committeewill dso makean ST S| etterhead avail ablefor
members conducting Section busi ness correspondence.
And, the STS website has anew design as part of the
new ALA website. Thank you to Jennie Duvernay for
her tremendouseffortsinmigrating STSWeb content to
thenew site.

Information supplied by Philip Herold

Resear ch Committee

The Research Committee sponsored the STS
Forumfor Scienceand Technology Library Researchand
the STS Poster Session at ALA 2003 in Toronto. Papers
and posterswere sel ected by the Research Committee
through ablind review process.

Thisyear’sForum on Saturday afternoon festured
presentations by two setsof researchers. PamelaJacobs
and Wendy Rodgers, U. of Guelph Library, Canada,
reported on their development of an onlinetutorial asan
effective information literacy tool called “Creative
Solutionsthrough Collaboration: Information Literacy for
alLargeFirst Year Biology Class.” Charity Hope, San
Jose State U. Library, reported on a research project
conducted with her colleague, Shannon Staley, titled,
“ Student Expectationsfor Library Web Ste Organization”
whichused datafrom astudent card sorting test toredesign
theLibrary’swebsite.

Following the presentations, Guest Responder
JulieHurd, Science Librarian and Coordinator of Digital
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SCHEDULE
ACRL Science & Technology Section * 2004 Midwinter Meeting * San Diego, CA
Day/Date/Time Committee Day/Date/Time Committee
Friday, January 9 Saturday, January 10 (continued)
8:00-10:00 p.m. STSCouncil | 2:00-4:00p.m. General Discussion Group
2:00-4:00p.m. Organization and Planning

Saturday, January 10 Committee
8:30- 11:00a.m. Oberly Award Committee 2:00-4:00 p.m. Research Committee (closed)

(closed)
8:30am.- 12:30 p.m. 2004 Program Planning Sunday January 11

Committee 8:30-11:00am. Government Information
8:30am.-12:30p.m. 2005 Program Planning Committee

Committee 9:30-11:00a.m. Continuing Education
9:30-11:00am. Assessment Committee Committee
9:30-11:00am. Publications Committee 9:30-11:00a.m. Science/Technology Information
9:30-11:00am. Subject & Bibliographic Discussion Group

Access Committee 11:30am.-12:30 p.m. Membership and Recruitment
9:30- 11:00a.m. Publisher/Vendor Relations Committee

Discussion Group
11:30am. - 12:30 p.m. Discussion Group Chairs Monday, January 12

Meeting 9:30am. -12:30p.m. STSCouncil 11

)

Library Planning, U. of Illinois at Chicago, provided
insightful commentson theauthors presentationsand a
discuss onwith theaudiencefollowed.

The Poster Sessionwasheldin conjunction with
the reception following the STS Program on Monday
morning. Six posterswere displayed and presented by
authors

e “The Librarian and Technology Transfer,” Michael
Shochet, Technology Transfer Information Center, National
Agricultural Library and U. of Maryland, College Park.

* “Honored Faculty/Honored Books: A Formal Recognition
of the Link between Scholarship and Libraries,” Catherine
Soehner, U. of California, Santa Cruz.

e “A Science Literacy Tutorial for First-Year Biology
Students,” Tracy Thrasher Hybl, Katherine Kearns, Ardelle
Legg, Boston U.

* “What's Good on the Web (and What Isn’'t): Teaching
Web Evaluation to Non-Science Majors,” Anna Pilston,
Penn State Erie, The Behrend College.

* “Collaborating Directly with Research Faculty to Build
a Digital Library for Satellite Remote Sensing: The
Ohioview Model,” John Millard, Miami U. Libraries.

e “Partnering for Better Health: Physician/Librarian
Collaboration at aUniversity Student Health Service,” Jeff
Williams and Mary Linn Bergstrom, Biomedical Library,
U. of California, San Diego.
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Abstractsand presentationsareavailableonthe
STSwebsite.

Information supplied by Kathryn Kjaer

2004 Program Planning Committee

Thecommitteemet to narrow thelist of potentia
gpeakersfor the2004 Program, whichistentatively titled:
“Making Connections on Campus: collaborative ap-
proachestoinformation literacy inthesciences.” Wehope
to invite one or more librarians who have worked
collaboratively with teaching faculty to create innovative
information literacy componentswithin ascienceor engi-
neering curriculum. Wedso hopetoinvitea(non-librar-
ian) faculty member to get the perspectivefromthe other
sideof theequation. Thispresentationwill fit well with
ACRL'spresidentia themefor 2004 * Partnershipsand
connections: thelearning community asknowledgebuild-
ers.” Theplanisaso to combine the program with a
poster session in cooperation with the Research Com-
mittee, and the ST Sreceptiontofollow. The program
and budget werelater approved by theACRL Executive
Board.

Information supplied by David Flaxbart
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