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Building upon the work of my predecessors, our division (ASCLA) officially merged with the Federal and Armed 

Forces Round Table (FAFLRT) on September 1, 2018.  The division officially changed its name to the 

Association of Specialized, Government and Cooperative Library Agencies (ASGCLA). 

On September 12, 2018, Jessica Hughes resigned as executive director of both ASGCLA and RUSA.  In October, 

Mary Ghikas appointed Jeannette Smithee as ASGCLA’s interim Executive Director.  Prior to her appointment, 

Jeannette resigned as the division’s past president.  The position of immediate Past President reverted to 

Michael Golrick.  RUSA also named a separate acting Executive Director in October. 

Jeannette’s appointment provided a stabilizing presence to the division.  With her past experience on the 

division’s board, Jeannette worked to identify responsibilities for division work by her ALA staff.  The Executive 

Committee worked with Jeannette on updating a number of issues related to the merger as well as documents 

related to a number of division assignments. Virtual meetings helped to bring everyone into the related 

discussions. 

 Two new interest groups were formed after the merger.  One was the Armed Forces Librarian Interest Group 

and the other Federal Librarian Interest Group.  I would like to also note that the Consortia EBook Interest 

Group presented recommendations to the Executive Board regarding electronic books. The Executive 

Committee agreed on February 25, 2019 to establish an ASGCLA Ad Hoc Committee on eBook Priorities and 

Industry Relations. 

The division’s Membership Committee reported on the success of its mentoring program and has a number of 

division members seeking relationships with librarians in related fields for the upcoming year. Virtual 

committee meetings utilizing ZOOM prove very successful for a number of ASGCLA committees including the 

Accessible Assembly. 

I was most pleased to present the ASGCLA President’s Program on the Marrakesh Treaty at the annual 

meeting in Washington, D.C. because the panel included federal librarians from both the Library of Congress 

and the Institute for Museums and Library Services as well as staff from the New Jersey State Library and also 

from the private sector (Bookshare).  This panel reflected why ASGCLA is a valuable division with ALA. 

The past year’s success was because of the hard work by Executive Director, Smithee, and her Chicago staff:  

Ninah Moore, Melissa Vanyek, and Shuntai Sykes and the late Melissa Tracy. 
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