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It has been my honor to serve as the 2015-16 President of the Association for Specialized and Cooperative 

Library Agencies.  My heartfelt thanks go to the ASCLA executive board, the board of directors, staff, and the 

many others who have assumed leadership roles with our division.   The following report discusses the 

highlights ASCLA activities this past year. 

 

About ASCLA 

 

As the smallest division with ALA, ASCLA provides members with ability to quickly make an impact within the 

division and the wider ALA community through our interest groups, committees, and boards.  ASCLA currently 

has eighteen interest groups that provide learning and advocacy opportunities for our membership.  Our 

interest groups draft standards and compile resources for their members and others with the same interests 

within the library community.  ASCLA has a committed professional staff comprised of Executive Director 

Susan Hornung, Marketing and Program Director Marianne Braverman, and Web Services Manager Andrea Hill.  

One of ASCLA’s major fundraising activities is an annual overseas trip.  Scotland was the destination in 2015.  

We also produced a calendar for 2016 and plan to continue that for 2017.  Our current budget is $116,849, 

and our membership is currently at 830, an increase of 4.4% over last year at the same time.  We are the only 

division with ALA that has demonstrated consistent growth in the past two years. 

 

Highlights of ASCLA Activities  

 

The Strategic Plan was updated and adopted by the ASCLA Board of Directors at Midwinter in 
Boston.  The mission of ASCLA is to enhance the effectiveness of library service by advocating and 
providing high quality networking, enrichment and educational opportunities for our diverse members 
who represent state library agencies, libraries serving special populations, library cooperatives, and 
library consultants.  Our strategic directions Advocacy, Information Policy, and Professional 
Development reflect those of ALA and intended to enhance the work of both organizations.  The plan 
is in effect through 2020.  It is found on the ASCLA website at 
http://www.ala.org/ascla/asclaourassoc/asclastratplan. 

http://www.ala.org/ascla
http://www.ala.org/ascla/asclaourassoc/asclastratplan


 

ALA Council adopted the Resolution Concerning Accessibility of ALA Conferences and Meetings for 

People with Disabilities at the Midwinter meeting in Boston.  

http://www.ala.org/aboutala/sites/ala.org.aboutala/files/content/governance/council/council_documents/2016

_mw_council_documents/cd_31_Accessibility_Resol_11216_FINAL.pdf 

This resolution was sponsored by ASCLA Division Councilor Chris Corrigan, and recommended the 

establishment of a Conference Accessibility Task Force to address the issues of accessibility for members and 

to ensure ADA compliance.  The Task Force will present a final report in Chicago at Annual conference in 2017.  

The ASCLA President’s Program “Don’t Get Sued” What Librarians are Doing to Address the Physical, 

Programmatic and Web-based Accessibility Barriers for People With Disabilities” will also discuss this issue. 

 

ASCLA is working to revise the 2011 Standards and Guidelines of Service for the Library of Congress 

Network of Libraries for the Blind and Physically Handicapped under a grant from the Library of 

Congress.  Eura Ryan Szuwalski has been hired as the Project Manager.  The Standards are expected to be 

finalized in 2017. 

 

The ASCLA Executive Board has submitted a formal proposal to the Federal and Armed Forces Libraries 

Round Table (FAFLRT) to merge with ASCLA.  ASCLA is a logical division for the FAFLRT members and 

represents an opportunity for networking with ALA members with similar interests at the state and federal 

levels that is unique within ALA.  Both ASCLA and FAFLRT members are a diverse body of librarians and many 

of ASCLA’s interest groups are already comprised of FAFLRT members.  ASCLA and FAFLRT are cohosting an 

awards reception at Annual and have been investigating mutually beneficial conference program options for 

2017.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rhonda K. Gould 

2015-16 ASCLA President 
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