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All amounts are in dollars ($) 2007 2008 2009 2010 2010 Increase
All schools (average) 11,169 11,390 13,525 12,260 -1265 (9.4%)
    50th percentile 7,000 7,000 6,500 6,000 -500 (7.7%)
    75th percentile 13,000 13,500 12,477 12,000 -477 (3.8%)
    95th percentile 33,000 35,000 35,072 32,000 -3072 (8.9%)
All elementary schools (average) 7,032 6,720 7,772 8,408 +636 (8.2%)
    50th percentile 5,000 5,000 5,000 4,931 -69 (1.4%)
    75th percentile 8,355 8,800 8,000 8,000 0 (0) 
    95th percentile 17,077 17,000 16,000 18,000 +2000 (12.5%)
All middle schools (average) 10,563 11,173 11,892 11,642 -250 (2.1%)
    50th percentile 8,000 8,000 7,000 6,900 -100 (1.4%)
    75th percentile 12,535 13,000 12,000 12,000 0 (0)
    95th percentile 24,752 27,000 25,000 25,000 0 (0)
All high schools (average) 16,473 18,550 23,679 19,129 -4550 (19.2%)
    50th percentile 11,000 13,028 12,000 10,250 -1750 (14.6%)
    75th percentile 21,000 24,418 23,000 20,000 -3000 (13%)
    95th percentile 48,000 52,000 50,000 46,737 -3263 (6.5%)

Survey Background

In 2007, the American Association of School Librarians (AASL) initiated an 

annual survey of school library programs. The development of this longitudinal 

survey project was mandated by the AASL Board as part of the association’s 

strategic plan with the goal to provide research and statistics to be used at the 

national, state and local levels when advocating for School Library Programs. 

The survey was developed through the AASL Research & Statistics committee 

with AASL Board review and final approval.

In addition to annual survey questions, starting in 2008 AASL began adding a 

series of questions that change annually and address a current issue within the 

school library field. In 2010 AASL focused these questions on Digital Content 

and Resources. This report summarizes those findings.

2010 marked the fourth year of AASL’s “School Libraries Count!” survey, with 

5,191 respondents. The results represent a + 1.4 percentage points at the 95% 

confidence level.

Key Highlights: Moving Hard  
Copy to Digital Content

	 •	 The majority of those surveyed (72%) have moved less than five percent of  

		  previous hard copy materials to digital content. Elementary schools and  

		  those with enrollment of less than 999 students are the least likely to have  

		  moved their materials.

	 •	 Only a scarce few schools (4%) report moving 25% or more of their  

		  materials to digital content. Schools with enrollment of 2,000 or more and  

		  High Schools are the most likely to have moved hard copy materials to  

		  digital content.
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Access to Database Subscriptions

	 •	 Nearly one in two schools (49%) report that their libraries have more than five database  

		  subscriptions. This trend is stronger among schools with high enrollment, private schools,  

		  the Northeast, Midwest and areas with high poverty.

Teachers Professional  
Development and Digital Content

	 •	 School library staff, along with technology staff, are the most frequently mentioned sources  

		  of providing professional development for teachers in the use of digital content. 

			   Six in ten (61%) say school library staff provide professional development for  

			   teachers in the use of digital content. 

			   Nearly as many (57%) report that technology staff would also provide professional  

			   development for teachers. 

			   Fewer report relying on district level library/technology staff (49%) or outside vendors (34%). 

	 •	 The majority of library staff already spend time training teachers on the use of digital resources.

			   Seven in ten school library staff (71%) spend between one and six hours or more a week  

			   training teachers on digital resources, with more than half (54%) spending between 1  

			   and 2 hours. 

Percent of Schools that reported  
less than 5% content moved to digital

Perceived impact of increased 
digital content on access needs 
and school library support
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Impact of Digital Content  
on School Library Needs

	 •	 Increased digital content has an important impact on  

		  access needs and school library support, with six in  

		  ten of those surveyed reporting an increase in overall  

		  technology infrastructure in schools (61%). 

	 •	 Few report (15%) that increased digital content is  

		  having no impact at all on access needs and school  

		  library support.

	 •	 With the growing use of digital content, the vast  

		  majority of school librarians believe there will be an  

		  increased demand for technical support (77%) and  

		  network infrastructure (61%). 

	 •	 More than half believe budget lines will shift but without  

		  increases (55%), while a third believe budget lines will  

		  increase due to the impact of the digital content. 
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