CENSORSHIP BY THE NUMBERS

WHO CHALLENGES BOOKS

Nearly 92% of
censorship attempts

21%
Pressure
groups

4% Other/ in 2025 were initiated
unknown by pressure groups

3% Parents and decision makers

1% Patrons swayed by them. This

marks a 20-point
increase over 2024.

Statistics based on 8,596 total titles
targeted for censorship.
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CENSORSHIP BY THE NUMBERS

WHERE CHALLENGES HAPPEN

Of the titles targeted in school library collections, 98% were in multi-title challenges. Public
libraries continued to experience more overall censorship attempts than all other location types.
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51% 37% 8% 3%

Public libraries School libraries ~ School curricula  Higher education

Statistics based on 696 incidents with known locations and include challenges to all materials and services. About 1% of censorship attempts took place in other locations.
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CENSORSHIP BY THE NUMBERS

BOOKS AND BEYOND

ALA’s
Office for
Intellectual
Freedom
tracked 713
distinct
censorship 13% 5% 4% 2% 1% 1% 4%
incidents , Access Displays Programs Online Hate First Films Other
: 2025 ic (Library resources/ crimes Amendment
In o ?L’,zi,‘fgzs databases gf‘:z'f?ﬁ”sml Audits
Here S the bomb threats) materials
breakdown. margmalized
groups)
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CENSORSHIP BY THE NUMBERS

PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL TITLES TARGETED 8Y
ORGANIZED CAMPAIGNS, 2001-2025 92%

Pressure groups and

the decision makers

they influenced targeted

7,884 total titles in

2025. From 2001-2020,

this constituency tried

to remove an average of

46 titles per year. From

2021-2025, they targeted

an average of 5,238

total titles annually. 6% ?;1/%
2005
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