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From the Chair

Iris Taylor

Library of Congress

Greetings MAGIRT Members,

[ am Iris Taylor, and I am honored to serve once again as the
Chair of the Map and Geospatial Information Round Table
(MAGIRT). Returning to this role means a lot to me, as I
cherished learning firsthand about this community's
dedication, collaboration, and generosity.

MAGIRT is built on a strong foundation of purpose and
connection. Our mission continues to guide our efforts: ¢ /\ P
@ )

e To bring together people working with or
interested in maps and geographic collections,
including GIS.

o To support increased availability, use, and bibliographic control of maps and
geographic collections, including GIS.

e To strengthen communication and cooperation among map and geospatial
librarians and the broader library community.

e To provide tools and resources for educating and training map and geospatial
librarians.

o To advocate for greater visibility, access, and stewardship of map and geospatial
information.

These principles are not merely statements; we actively demonstrate them through our
annual programs and webinars, such as collaborating with other ALA roundtables to
participate in the Round Table Spectacular on Friday, October 16, with this year’s theme
“Apocalypse: The Impact of Climate Change” (see website and flyer, page 19). We also
participate in many informal tours (see photo, page 4) and gatherings where colleagues
become friends and new ideas take shape. MAGIRT has always been a place where
professionals can learn, collaborate, and share resources freely; that spirit of generosity is
one reason [ wanted to serve again.

[ look forward to working alongside all of you—supporting your efforts and fostering a
collaborative environment, amplifying your ideas, and continuing the legacy that defines
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MAGIRT. My commitment is to maintain open communication, fill vacant positions, encourage
participation, and ensure that every member feels welcomed and valued.

Thank you for your dedication to this community and for the work you do every day to
advance map and geospatial librarianship. [ am grateful to serve with you once again and
excited about what we will accomplish together.

Warm regards, Iris Taylor, Chair, Map and Geospatial Information Round Table (MAGIRT)

MAGIRT Map Tour at ALA Annual

2\ Y/

OB

Dr. Brendan Whyte (left) delivers an informal lecture in the Regenstein Library's Map Room
as MAGIRT members (right) attend. Pictured from left: Laura McElfresh, Susan Moore, Jim
Gillispie, and Min Zhang.

Photo credit: Tammy Wong
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On the Cataloging/Cataloguing Front

Tammy Wong
Library of Congress

MAGIRT Cataloging and Classification Committee (CCC)

Sunday, July 21,2026 3:00-4:00 pm EDT
via Zoom (use MAGIRT board meeting link)

Tim Kiser, Chair of the CCC, called the meeting to order at 3:00 pm. He welcomed all the
attendees to the CCC meeting. Members present: Tim Kiser, Laura McElfresh, Susan Moore,
Iris Taylor, Tammy Wong, and Min Zhang.

1. Call to order (Tim Kiser)
2. base line cataloging editor report (Tammy Wong)

The minutes from CCC meeting held at ALA Annual Conference, in June 29, 2025, were
approved as published on pages 4-15 of the September 2025 issue of base line.

3. CORE/MAGIRT Cartographic Resources Cataloging Interest Group Report (Amy
Swanson)

Held at the ALA Annual Conference in Chicago on Sunday, June 28, 2026. Chair, Amy
Swanson; Facilitator, Susan Moore

8 Attendees: Athena Byers, San Jose State University; Logan Hughes, New York Public
Library; Laura McElfresh, University of Minnesota; Susan Moore, University of
Northern lowa; Ronda Sewald, Indiana University; Iris Taylor, Library of Congress;
Tammy Wong, Library of Congress; Min Zhang, Library of Congress

(1) Usage of subfield $v
e The meeting opened with a discussion of the Library of Congress decision to

stop adding form subdivisions (subfield $v) to new subject headings beginning
in February 2026 and the potential impact on cartographic cataloging.

e CONSER continues to recommend using $v. However, attendees questioned
whether this is the best precedent for (cartographic) catalogers, since LC
catalogers are using MARVA for all formats except continuing resources.

e There was frustration expressed that genre/form terms do not adequately
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identify juvenile materials. It was useful to be able to look at a subject string
and see immediately that a resource is for children.

Previous efforts to establish “Road maps” as a genre/form term were
unsuccessful, with a response indicating that “Roads” as a subject heading was
adequate. Attendees felt that both terms would be useful and that it may be
worth requesting this term again.

It was noted that demographic group terms remain unfamiliar to many
catalogers; attendees agreed that additional training on this will be needed.

(2) BIBFRAME & Official RDA

Ronda Sewald shared her experience from the Official RDA preconference
training. Although the terminology initially felt unfamiliar, she found that the
underlying cataloging process remains much the same and records ultimately
look very similar. She also noted that some things are quite good for maps such
as the $e cartographic agency distinction from $e cartographer.

Attendees expressed concern that the Official RDA training currently focuses
largely on books, music, and the like, with not as much training for cartographic
materials. Laura McElfresh worries that MAGIRT may need to develop this
training. However, Min Zhang reported that catalogers at Library of Congress
will receive Official RDA training this fall, with Iris Taylor working on
assembling training cohorts.

Susan Moore commented that Competencies for a Career in Cataloging can be
confusing, with guidance that sometimes appears contradictory. Laura agreed,
observing that part of the learning curve is knowing when a reliable answer has
been reached.

(3) (Generative) A.L

Attendees emphasized that responses received to questions may seem like
good answers, but accuracy is not guaranteed, and there is also positivity bias,
so it is important to evaluate answers carefully.

Laura talked about an OCLC session she attended the day before highlighting
increased usage of machine learning with Al closed models and how different
they are from publicly available Al models.

Logan Hughes observed that Al can be useful for some tasks, but heavy reliance
on Al actually can take more time to verify than just completing the work
yourself.

Tammy Wong uses Al for some hard-to-read fonts in Chinese but cautioned that
while it is confident in its answers, sometimes they are not (fully) accurate.
Ronda has experimented with Al, but has found it is not yet able to create a
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complete catalog record for maps.

There was general agreement that Al would struggle with pictorial maps
because of the significant contextual work they require.

Min suggested digital maps may be a good starting point in using Al effectively.
Logan suggested alternative text generation could be another promising way to
use Al in cartographic cataloging.

Iris addressed concerns about Al replacing catalogers, noting that several
current projects at Library of Congress continue to rely heavily on human
expertise rather than generative Al. She is trying to reassure staff that Al may
supplement, but will not replace their positions.

Laura pointed out that the issue may not be whether Al can actually perform
cataloger’s jobs, but whether those making hiring and resource allocation
decisions believe it can. Ronda agreed, noting the importance of getting in front
of administrators and providing discovery metrics to demonstrate the value of
the human element in cataloging.

Iris observed that copyright concerns may naturally limit some of the usage of
AL

Some suggested that today’s college students who have grown up with
widespread internet content and lived through the COVID era may increasingly
become skeptical of Al and value human interaction and expertise more.

(4) Indigenous Names

Attendees discussed the importance of respecting the wishes of indigenous
communities to keep certain names and knowledge private while supporting
accurate subject headings and access to researchers.

Someone mentioned a concern that has come up on AUTOCAT is that some of
these revised headings are taking away regional specificity, but upon further
discussion attendees noted that regional context can be described in other
places in the record.

Tammy reported that, since September 2025, the Indigenous Headings Project
has changed 150 headings and cancelled 28.

Susan shared that local tribes in her area would like to get Meskwaki Nation
distinguished from Fox Nation. Iris said tribes can reach out to the Project to
get such changes made. Library of Congress wants to work directly with the
people whom they are describing.

(5) Extent Helper

There was discussion about Extent Helper, developed by the National Geologic
Maps Database after a Google Maps API change that left the Klokan Bounding
Box unusable. There have been recent updates to Extent Helper and attendees
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were invited to provide feedback. No strong opinions about the updates were
expressed.

4. CC:DAreport (Min Zhang)
ALA Core Committee on Cataloging: Description and Access, June 2026

Descriptive Cataloging Manual

e Quarterly DCM update packages:
https://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeDCM /freedcm.html

e DCM section Z1 (Name and Series Authority Records) and LC Guidelines
Supplement to the MARC 21 Format for Authority Data were updated (Feb. and
Apr. 2026):

o Added instruction to assign separate classification numbers in 053 fields
when receiving “privacy requests” not to connect records for real
identities with those for alternate identities
added guidelines for recording format of notated music in field 348
added brief instructions on use of $4 and $i in fields 368, 376, 381 fields
clarified that there is no preferred order for 4XX fields
removed British Library as a Name Authority Cooperative Program
(NACO) node

o O O O

Name Authority File

e In-process: Although the authority record for the country name “Congo
(Democratic Republic)” has been changed to “Democratic Republic of the
Congo”, the work to update the many associated name authority records is still
in-process (e.g. subordinate bodies, name used as qualifier, etc.)

e LC system upgrade (to Folio “Sunflower” version) resulted in a pause of several

days over a weekend to the name authority record distribution processes (Apr.
2026).

Resource Description and Access (RDA)

e Original RDA:

o Revised LC Policy Statement for 6.27.3: If an authorized access point for
an expression includes an additional characteristic that LC would not
have added (e.g. translator name), LC will not use that access point.
[interim policy update #5]
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o Official RDA:
o Reminder: Implementation of Official RDA has not yet begun for LC or
the Program for Cooperative Cataloging (PCC); still using original RDA.
o Implementation dates: Still being determined; dates will vary for each
PCC program.
o Training:
= LCis preparing training for LC staff; intend to begin training in
late fall 2026.
= PCCis preparing training for PCC members.
= All training materials will be made freely available [Catalogers
Learning Workshop]
= ALA Annual Conference: Preconference Workshop: “Practice
Cataloging Using Official RDA” (Friday, June 26, 2026)
(presented jointly by members of two PCC training task groups
and the North American RDA Committee) [ticketed event]
o Documentation:
= LC-PCC Policy Statements (PSs) for Official RDA: receiving
updates with each RDA Toolkit update; updated Feb. 2026; next
update: June 2026.
= LC-PCC Metadata Guidance Documents (MGDs) for Official RDA:
receiving continuous updates.
o PCCRDA Implementation Task Group:
= Created a new page with links to Official RDA presentations [PCC
Wiki]
= Continued to maintain its FAQ page [FAQ]
o PCCRDA Communications Committee:
= Published two issues of its Communications Bulletin: [Feb.
2026] and [Apr. 2026]
= Continued to maintain its Public Tracking Spreadsheet listing
updates made to LC-PCC PSs and MGDs in response to feedback
received [spreadsheet]

ALA/LC Romanization Tables and Non-Latin Script Cataloging
e Approved new romanization table for Hindi [table]

e Further expanded non-Latin script input in bibliographic and authority records
[announcement]

¢ Bibliographic records:
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Began adding BCP47 language/script codes (usually in subfield $7 but
field-dependent) to non-Latin script fields [example]

BCP47 = Best Current Practice 47; standard issued by the Internet
Engineering Task Force

e Authority records:

O

Began testing the use of BCP47 language/script codes in subfield $7 in
non-Latin script 4XX fields in authority records generated using its
linked data editor, Marva [example]

Will be working with the PCC Non-Latin Script Variants in NARs Task
Group to test the use of 4XX subfield $7 in conjunction with recently
approved new 4XX indicator values to designate “preferred non-Latin
script variants” [MARC update no. 42]

Note: Please do not use 4XX subfield $7 or the new 4XX indicator values
in LC/PCC name authority records unless you belong to one of these test
groups.

e For more information on BCP47 codes, see presentations at Workshop
sponsored by Committee on Cataloging: Asian and African Materials (May
2026): [slides #1] [slides #2] [recording] (Passcode: W555q*=p)

BIBFRAME (BF)

e Held BIBFRAME Update Forum (June 2026)

¢ Updated “Modern MARC” document (Mar. 2026) [update]

e Issued new version (3.1) of MARC-to-BIBFRAME and BIBFRAME-to-MARC
conversion specifications: [announcement]

e Reformatted Marva User Manual using Markdown [manual]

Program for Cooperative Cataloging (PCC)

e Meeting agendas, slides, and recordings available via: PCC Wiki Events Calendar

O

O O O O

Introduction to EMCO (Entity Management Cooperative Program) (Jan.
2026)

PCC Participants' Virtual Meeting (Feb. 2026)

SACO (Subject Authority Cooperative Program) Office Hour (Feb. 2026)
PCC At Large Virtual Conference (Apr. 2026)

PCC Funnel “Show and Tell” (May 2026)
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e Task groups charged:
o CONSER (Cooperative Online Serials Program) Documentation
Modernization Task Group [Wiki page]
o Task Group on Descriptive Standards in Hybrid Records [Wiki page]

¢ Documents published:

o Training and Mentorship Program Needs Assessment Task Group [final

report]

Task Group on Organization of PCC Documentation [final report]

FAQ: Cataloging of Resources Generated Using Artificial Intelligence (Al)
Software [updated]

o Changes from Original RDA for Monographs / prepared by the Standing
Committee on Training’s RDA Training Task Group: Monographs
[report]

o Task Group on Provider-Neutral MARC Record Guidelines for
Monographic E-Resources in Official RDA [final report] [Note: Do not
implement yet!]

Controlled vocabularies and Classification

e (Catching up with backlog of list work for LC Subject Headings (LCSH), LC
Genre/Form Terms (LCGFT), LC Demographic Group Terms (LCDGT), LC
Medium of Performance Thesaurus for Music (LCMPT), and LC Classification
(LCC) paused during the migration to our new Folio system: [tentative lists]
[approved lists] [tentative LCC lists] [approved LCC lists]

¢ Resumed holding quarterly public subject editorial meetings: [agendas/notes]
o Next quarterly editorial meeting scheduled for: July 17, 2026

¢ LCSH project updates:

o Subject headings “Transgender people” and “Transsexuals” cancelled in
favor of Trans people and changes made to associated records: [LCSH
approved list] [LCC approved list]

o Records affected by change of “Congo (Democratic Republic)” to
“Democratic Republic of the Congo” in process of being revised: [LCSH
tentative list]

o Indigenous Headings Project [project page]

* Phase 1 complete: “Indians” cancelled in favor of Indigenous
peoples and changes made to associated records: [LCSH
approved list]
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* Phase 2 underway: will include changes to the headings Indians
of Central America, Indians of Mexico, Indians of North
America, Indians of South America, and Indians of the West
Indies in favor of Indigenous peoples—|[place], and changes will
be made to the broader terms for individual Indigenous people
groups.

= Held public Virtual Meeting (May 2026) [slides] [recording]
(Passcode: +CQ02**4)

e LCSH Subject Heading Manual (SHM)
o Updating SHM instruction sheets to add “LC practice” instructions to not
use subfield $v in LCSH strings and instead assign LCGFT headings in
field 655 [updates]

e LCMPT Manual “draft” status removed [manual]
e LCGFT training released [training materials]
5. LC Geography and Map Division report (Min Zhang)

Geography and Map staff acquired, through end of year purchases, a unique native
peoples produced map of the Parmachenee Lake region of Maine, on birch bark, made
by Chief Metallak of the Arosaguntacook tribe in 1835. In addition, G&M also acquired
a full digital set of official, topographic maps of Uzbekistan, updating our holdings from
the Soviet maps produced in 1969-1989 in support of Congress and the American
people’s need for current, informational maps of the region.

e Geography and Map staff have played a crucial part and have completed its round
of ArchivesSpace testing, working with the EAD import team to review imported
finding aids for data loss and display issues. G&M staff developed strategies for
resolving these issues ahead of the system's go-live date. This testing ensures
smoother transition and greater data integrity and discoverability for our
collections in the new system.

e Geography and Map staff continued to support and make our collection available to
researchers worldwide by conducting five virtual orientations for 567 virtual
attendees, extending our reach to a new audience. These successful bimonthly
virtual orientation series enable researchers to engage with the division’s subject
matter experts and enhance remote access to LC’s map collections. All orientations
are recorded and posted to the division's website to allow future researchers
access to the content.
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e The Geography and Map staff offer direct support to Congress through the
Division’s Congressional Cartography Program (CCP). CCP staff hosted multiple
virtual briefings for Congressional staff, including, “Know Your District: Mapping
Demographic Data for Districts and States,” and “Web Mapping 101” on how to
find, visualize, use, and publish spatial data in a web mapping application using
ArcGIS Online (available to Congressional staff through the Library of Congress).

e On February 26th, the Geography and Map Division hosted “Adventures in
Topographic Mapping,” a Live! At the Library event held as a delayed celebration of
the Library’s 26th annual GIS Day event, originally scheduled for November of
2025. The evening featured a standing-room only keynote address from Tom
Patterson, a retired National Park Service cartographer, called "From Airbrush to
Al: My Career in Cartographic Relief Presentation.” Next door, a tremendous
display of topographic collection items from across the Library was available for
viewing with participation from the Manuscript Division, Rare Book and Special
Collections Division, Science and Business Reading Room, and the Geography and
Map Division. In the Great Hall, event attendees used watercolors to paint
topographic scenes, helped build a collaborative 3D terrain model of the hills
around Tombstone, Arizona, counted their pace on the 25-meter El Camino Ritmo,
crafted pace beads, and completed a series of orienteering challenges.

e The Geography and Map Division staff has completed cataloging a recently
acquired collection of 24 maps illustrated by Tim Paul, depicting fictional locations
from 20 different published novels—mostly in the fantasy genre. The “Tim Paul
[llustrated Map Collection, 2013-2026" significantly enriches the Division’s
holdings of “fictional maps” based on literary settings. It represents a valuable
addition of contemporary works at the intersection of popular fiction and
cartography.

6. OCLC report (Kate James)

OCLC Report: MAGIRT Cataloging and Classification Committee
Annual Meeting, July 2026
Submitted by Kate James, OCLC Representative

WorldCat updates
WorldCat Validation release, July 2026

Our July 2026 Validation release included MARC 21 Update 42 changes for the
bibliographic and authority formats. It also incorporated MARC codes announced in
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six Technical Notices issued from April 4 through June 3, 2026.

The MARC 21 42 Update to the Authority Format includes new content designators for
4xx fields to indicate a “preferred variant heading.” Name Authority Cooperative
(NACO) participants cannot use new indicators in fields 400, 410, 411, 430, and 451 in
the LC/NACO Authority File at this time.

WorldCat Validation release, April 2026

Our April 2026 Validation release included MARC 21 Update 41 (December 2025)
changes to bibliographic, authority, and holdings formats. MARC codes announced in
Technical Notice (December 11, 2025) and Technical Notice (January 27, 2026) were
also included in this validation. Some updates that may be of interest to cartographic
catalogers are:

e The addition of 21 source codes that were added to MARC’s Cartographic Data
Source Codes in Technical Notice (December 11, 2025). Examples include:
o bbuss - Bounding boxes for all US states (Anthony Louis D'Agostino)
o ohcor - Ohio state coordinates (ALA: MAGIRT)
o ussc - United States state coordinates (ALA: MAGIRT)

e In existing Bibliographic Maps elements 008/25 and 006/08 (Type of
cartographic material), code r (Remote sensing image) has been defined (see
BFAS CrTp: Type of Cartographic Material)

Addition of field 341 to existing WorldCat records

Libraries are very interested in providing more accessibility metadata in their
bibliographic records both because it serves user needs and to meet legal
requirements such as the European Accessibility Act. In April 2026, we updated 1.2
million records to add field 341 with vocabulary terms from Schema.org accessibility
properties. This was possible because we analyzed data in other fields in the records,
such as fields 500 and 041, and programmatically updated records that met our
criteria. Here are examples of fields added:

341
341

auditory $b openCaptions $2 sapdv
auditory $b closedCaptions $2 sapdv

341
341

0
0

341 0 textual $b largePrint $2 sapdv
0 textual S$b taggedPDF $2 sapdv
0

tactile $e braille $2 sapdv
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We welcome suggestions for enhancements to bibliographic records that use
controlled vocabulary terms or codes and can be done without the resource in hand.
Please email askqc@oclc.org with your ideas.

Non-Latin scripts

In June 2025, Library of Congress implemented a new ILS that supports many more
non-Latin scripts. As a result, they are adding and updating more WorldCat records to
include paired fields with these non-Latin scripts.

See oc.Ic/non-latin-scripts-lc for information about how we are supporting script
expansion in bibliographic and authority records. This webpage contains a table of
recently added languages and scripts with a recommended font for Connexion 2.63
and 3.1. We will continue to update this page as we verify that the scripts will validate
and export correctly in our cataloging products.

Upcoming LC and PCC Pilot Project

In August, LC and PCC will conduct a pilot project for non-Latin script variants used in
name authority records. These new indicators will be used by pilot participants along
with subfield $7 containing a BCP 47 data provenance code indicating language and/or
script.

Example:

110 2# Ahydn S8nggydl Kyohoe (Seoul, Korea)

410 21 oFd A2 w3 (ME&, ) #7 (bcpdT) ko

410 21 Pl BEPR & (M&, Bl +7 (bcpd7)ko-hani
This pilot should not affect the work of those not participating in the pilot.
OCLC free virtual events

September 22-23 virtual OCLC Cataloging community meeting

In response to feedback about the length of our virtual Cataloging community meeting,
OCLC has adopted a new format for the event. We will have two sessions of 90 minutes
each on Tuesday, September 22 and Wednesday, September 23. The content for each
session will be different, and there will be a question-and-answer period for each. We
also decided to move the event to September to avoid overlapping content with our
ALA Cataloging community meeting.
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Registration links for each session are available on the OCLC cataloging community
meeting homepage. You may register for Session 1 or register for Session 2 or both,
but you must register for each session you wish to attend. Our agenda has not been
finalized, but we will update the website with that information when it is ready. This
event is free to attend and open to everyone.

A recording will be available on our website after the event. Registrants will receive an
email when the recording is available.

Virtual AskQC office hours

Registration for our August-November 2026 webinars is now available on our Current
AskQC office hours page.

These are our topics for those months:

e August: Choosing a good class number: A closer look at ambiguous
situations in DDC and LCC

e October: WorldCat knowledge base (KB) and managing e-resource
collections

e November: Official RDA: What you see now and what to expect

The webinars are free to attend and open to everyone. They are offered twice—
Tuesday at 10 am Eastern and Thursday at 4 pm Eastern. Recordings and slides for
past webinars are available on the Previous AskQC office hours page.

MARC Advisory Committee report (Susan Moore)

The MARC Advisory Committee met via Zoom on July 22, 2026. These are the
proposals and discussion papers that seemed the most pertinent to the cartographic
materials cataloging community.

e Proposal 2026-05 Recording Container Designation in the 87X Fields of the MARC
21 Holdings Format

There was general support for the proposal. There was concern expressed about
how this would be used in a consortial environment. Also there was a question
regarding how this would be used in archives and they suggested wording that
wouldn’t require barcoding everything in the container. There was some
reworking of the definition based on discussion. The proposal passed.

e Discussion Paper 2026-DP08 Adding Subfield $5 to Field 340 in the MARC 21
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Bibliographic Format

There was discussion as to when the information should be recorded in the
bibliographic record instead of the item record for copy-specific information. The
rare books community has a best practice on when they include item specific
information in bibliographic records. This seemed to sway people in favor of the
discussion paper. This will be brought back as a proposal.

e Discussion Paper 2026-DP06 Broadening Field 542 to Record Intellectual Property
Disputes in the MARC 21 Bibliographic Format

This came from the ISSN International Center and the ISSN Review Group and their
focus was on situations where two publishers claim to be the official publisher of a
journal. Apparently, there has been a case where one publisher cited the
bibliographic record as proof that they were the legitimate publisher and the
thought is that by recording information that the intellectual property is in dispute,
this would potentially not happen again. Points against recording this information
in the bibliographic record included the fact that catalogers don’t necessarily know
when there is a dispute and when the dispute is settled; the fact that the field could
be used by communities outside the continuing resources community which was
the focus of this paper; and the fact that one constituency would prefer to have the
information in a field that could be stripped out of the records easily. This will be
brought back as a proposal.

e Discussion Paper 2026-DP07 Adding an Indicator for Non-preferred Variant
Headings in 4XX Fields in the MARC 21 Authority Format

While there was some support, many constituencies felt initially that an additional
indicator wasn’t necessary. After some discussion, the committee voted for this to
be brought back as a proposal.

8. RBMS-BSC Liaison Report (Laura McElfresh)

RBMS RDA Editorial Group: DCRM(G) (graphic materials) integration into DCRMR
(unified RDA-compatible DCRM) is progressing, though they've paused work on
integration of DCRM(G) instructions into DCRMR to allow for a text ingest. Work on
the DCRM(G)-related appendices is nearly complete. After DCRM(G) integration is
finished, the Editorial Group will begin work on outstanding issues, such as addressing
deprecated elements and creating example records. Then, when outstanding issues
work is complete, integration of DCRM(C) will be the next project.
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Catalogers Directory: RBMS maintains a directory of rare materials cataloging
specialists. The group that maintains the directory is working to improve search
capabilities. They've also updated the directory, contacting people to confirm or
update their profiles, and have removed profiles of catalogers who have retired or
passed away.

9. New Business

Notes from PCC Participants’ Meeting (including Updates from the RDA
Implementation Task Group) July 16, 2026 -- Tim Kiser

10. Announcement

The role of chair of this committee is available. Please contact Tim Kiser
(tkiser@msu.edu) or any MAGIRT officer if interested in serving.

11. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 pm Eastern time.
Respectfully submitted,

Tammy Wong
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Phantom Collections: What is lurking in your

map drawers?

Shonn Haren

Cal Poly, Pomona

Hello and welcome to a new feature in base line! My name is Shonn Haren, and [ am the
Geography Librarian at California State Polytechnic University, Pomona (Cal Poly Pomona).
just accepted the role in MAGIRT as the GIS and GeoTechnology Interest Group chair, and as
part of this role have volunteered to do a regular column in Baseline.

This column, like its author, is going to be a bit eccentric and eclectic. As much as possible, I'm
going to try to talk about GIS, GIS projects and the things I've learned over the past decade of
being a Geography Librarian. ['m going to try and cover the interesting, the fun, the useful and
the just plain weird of this specialty in the hopes of sparking your interests as the reader and
learning new things in the process. With luck this column will be both informative and
interesting. Failing that, it will hopefully just be weird enough to be entertaining.

So, to begin this series, [ want to talk about a phenomenon I've noticed during my career that
some of you may also be familiar with: the discovery of a "phantom map collection." As |
stated above, ['ve been the Geography Librarian at Cal Poly Pomona for about a decade now.
This particular role involved, among other things, stewardship over our physical map
collection. Due to the limited number of Librarians at our institution, [ have, during this same
period, also been the Librarian for Anthropology, Economics, History, Political Science,
Psychology, Sociology and, for a few years, English and Modern Languages.

As might be expected with so many demands, [ wasn't able to focus as much on any
specialization as I would have liked, and our physical maps collection ended up drawing the
short straw, neglected as other issues took priority. To be honest, I always felt a little
intimidated by the collection, residing in a number of mismatched cases at the back of the 6th
floor of our Library. Straightening it out and getting a handle on it always appeared to be a
potentially gargantuan task, for which I had neither the bandwidth, nor the time. Hence, I had
always found some excuse or another to postpone a close inspection of the collection until
"sometime in the future."

Unfortunately for me, "sometime in the future" began this summer, as our library began
preparing for an impending renovation, and the materials on the sixth floor needed to be
evaluated for potential deaccessioning immediately. The physical map collection had
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suddenly become my top priority.

According to our cataloging department, this task should be no problem, as they had checked
the records in the catalog and we only had about 300 maps and atlases in the collection.
Something about this number seemed wildly off to me, as it didn't nearly match the number
of cases we had upstairs, so I finally worked up my courage to have a brief survey of what we
had up there.

The short answer was that we had 11 map cases with a total of 165 drawers, and another 30
some-odd archival boxes of maps arranged across the top of the cases. It was an eclectic
collection, including old census tract maps, National Geographic maps (both a circulating and
non-circulating collection no less) and the USGS Topographical map collections of not only
California (which makes sense as we are a part of the California State University system) but
also of Arizona, Nevada, Oregon and Washington! Unless most of these drawers were empty,
or we had very few maps in each of them, we had a whole lot more than 300 maps there. This
began to feel eerily familiar to me.

Backin 2011 I had been a staff member at UC Riverside for five years and had just started
Library School. As part of my studies, [ was strongly encouraged to take on an internship to
gain the experience necessary to be competitive in the job market. At the time, I figured I'd be
going into archives, as | had been a history major, and thought myself extremely lucky as our
library had just been selected to host the Water Resources Center Archives (WRCA) which
were being moved down south from UC Berkeley. Here was a golden opportunity to work at
an archive without ever leaving the library [ worked at... or so I thought.

[ learned quickly that if there was one thing the universe never intended to be moved, it was
an archive. The WRCA included a decent-sized circulating collection (with its own bizarre
home-grown classification system), a non-circulating archival collection, and a large maps
collection. The circulating collection was relocated to the main floor of the Orbach Science
Library, the archives ended up in the basement, and the maps collection ended up in UC
Riverside's Maps Library, which was then also located in the basement of the Orbach Library.

And everything was a bit of a jumbled mess. It took us months to organize things, make the
bizarre cataloging scheme work and get ourselves into a position to actually serve the patrons
who came in with reference questions. And then there were the maps.

Now, according to the catalog records provided to us from Berkeley, the WRCA had about
1,000 maps, give or take. However, when looking at the rather large number of cases and
other materials that had been moved into our maps library, it was clear that something was
off. Thus began one of the stranger tasks | undertook as an intern with the archive, the hand
counting of each and every map in each and every case, and box that had been brought in by

base line 47 (3): 21



the WRCA. This proved to be a surprisingly grueling task. Most of the maps were held in a
series of very large metal map cases.

Being new at all this, [ was unaware at just how many maps you could cram into a single
drawer of one of those cases, and how heavy those maps could be, when you had to
continuously hold an increasingly heavy sheaf of them up to keep counting the remaining
maps in the drawer. I also learned very quickly that map cases tend to not care for being
moved and when done so without proper care, the drawers can get stuck in such a way that
near herculean efforts are required to pry them back open.

[ don't remember the exact numbers after all these years, but upon completing my dusty
census, instead of the approximately 1,000 maps that the catalog records claimed the WRCA
had, there were somewhere between 4,000-5,000 maps. Each of these maps had been
provided its own unique WRCA call number, but apparently no catalog record.

Whether these maps had never been cataloged, or whether their records had somehow been
lost in the Aether between Berkeley and Riverside, I never found out.

Perhaps the memory of this less than enjoyable activity was the reason why I had hesitated in
spending much time with the Cal Poly Pomona maps collection during my years there.
However, there was no further space or time for delay, I now needed to confront whatever it
was lying in those drawers at the back of the 6t floor. The answer, unsurprisingly enough,
was another “phantom collection.” Apparently very few of the maps in our collection had
ever been cataloged at all, they had been acquired, stamped as state property, given a sticker
that noted which group they belonged to, and had been filed away until needed.

And there they had sat for years. Though, I couldn’t say that they had been entirely unvisited.
In the midst of my inventory and deaccessioning, I discovered some fascinating paraphernalia
that had been stashed in this out-of-the-way space. While working my way through the
Washington State topographical maps, I found that the map sheets seemed suddenly heavier
than usual. Lying buried between the sheets was a 314 Generation iPad, that had probably lain
undisturbed there for at least a decade. A little later, while digging through the topos for
Arizona, I felt a similar anomalous weight, and discovered a student’s wallet, and car keys
that, due to the presence of the vaccine card, had probably been sitting there since some time
after we returned from COVID lockdown in 2021. Our “phantom collection” had apparently
become a handy place for the local pickpockets and petty thieves to dump their ill-gotten
gains.

Despite these admittedly odd and fascinating discoveries, most of the work inventorying and
weeding the maps collection has been slow arduous work. In the midst of counting and
removing over 7,000 sheets from the collection, there have been some interesting gems:
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¢ One of the USGS quadrangles in Arizona is named for a landmark known as
“Many Ghosts Hill.” I haven’t been able to discover the origin of this name, but
you don’t give a hill that kind of name without a heck of a backstory.

e We had a (mostly) complete, albeit badly out-of-date, and battered set of world
maps produced by the Soviet Union, that began at the North Pole and spiraled
down the globe to the South Pole, something [ had never seen before.

e Then there were the Census maps for Southern California from the 1970
census. [ didn’t know whether to laugh or weep when I saw that average rent
for an apartment in my hometown was around $400.00 in 1970. I don’t think
you could rent a broom closet for that much today.

Very few, if any of these maps had been cataloged at all, and as they were not accessible via
our discovery layer and were not located in a high-traffic portion of our library where
serendipitous discovery was likely, they had remained unused for years and were now going
to be deaccessioned.

This brings me to what I suppose the moral of this strange story is. Take the time to carefully
inventory your physical maps collections. Because it's very possible that what your catalog
says you have may not reflect in any way what's actually sitting in those drawers. It is very
possible that you too may be hosting a phantom collection filled with undiscovered gems (and
quite possibly stolen property) that you never knew existed.
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Minutes of the 2026 MAGIRT Executive Board
& Annual Membership Meeting at ALA Annual

Laura McElfresh, MAGIRT Secretary

University of Minnesota

Time: Sunday, June 28, 10:00 AM Central Time

Location: Hyatt Regency McCormick [NOTE: NO ZOOM OPTION.]

o PLEASE NOTE: We are scheduled in two different rooms at the Hyatt Regency McCormick for
this event. The “Membership Meeting” is at 10am in Grant Park C and the “Board Meeting” is
at 11am in Superior, but it’s really more of a single meeting. We’ll take a break (probably
10:55-11:05) to change rooms.

Present: Sam Kim (Univ. at Buffalo), Laura McElfresh (Univ. of Minnesota), Susan Moore (Univ. of
Northern lowa), Ronda Sewald (Indiana Univ.), Iris Taylor (LC), Tammy Wong (LC), Min Zhang (LC)

1. Call to order - 10:03 am Central
2. Call for changes to Agenda — none (if any come up we’ll add them on the fly)
3. Secretary--Minutes from past meeting

a. Minutes from our March and May meetings were corrected and approved over email and then
published in the June 2026 issue of base line (47:2).

4. Officer Reports
a. Chair (Susan)

i. Susan thinks the Membership and Board meetings got put in different rooms because she
had indicated that the Board meeting would be smaller. Next time we will figure on the
same attendance for both (since that’s usually what happens anyway).

ii. Chair’s Program was yesterday — up against LeVar Burton! — but we still had 12
attendees we don’t know (16 total). We got names & emails thanks to Iris thinking of it &
will send out the slides to them. Folks were interested, took notes, asked questions.

b. Vice Chair (Iris)

i. Friday - 6 members toured the University of Chicago’s Mansueto Library with David
Botorff, Collection Management and Circulation Services Librarian at UC. It was a great
tour — some of us took pictures, which Iris will be looking forward to seeing! The
Mansueto Library is named for donors Joe & Rika Mansueto, who insisted that their
donation must benefit the Libraries and that the facility should be called a library. It
features a glass-domed reading room (a modern take on the traditional library reading
room), atop a 5-stories-below-ground automated high-density collection with a fully
automated retrieval system. Then we had a tour of the UC map collection with Brendan
Whyte, Curator and Head of the Maps Collection at UC (see photo, page 4), followed by a
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il.

campus tour to see the architecture. Unfortunately, the “Hogwarts” library he had wanted
to show us was on summer hours, so we missed it. Thanks to Tim and Tammy for
suggesting U. Chicago!

Saturday: Members’ Dinner at Joe’s Seafood, Steak, and Stone Crab (we did not have an
award recipient; we hope to have an award next year).

c. Secretary (Laura)

i.

il.

Laura apologizes deeply for the Zoom bait & switch. [ hope to see y’all at our next (virtual)
meeting,.

As incoming VC/CE: I'll get started on looking at tours early; considering doing a joint
reception with GODORT and perhaps another Round Table or two. Min points out that the
award process has to be done by December; Susan confirms that the award is the Past
Chair’s responsibility and she’s ready for it.

d. Webmaster — not present

e. Treasurer (Sam)

i.

il.

We still have money! We're a little further in the black than last year, even with decreased
membership. ALA is rolling out a new financial thing where excess funds will be placed
into a savings account where it will earn interest (starts in July).

We could do a travel grant or a scholarship but have to get it started very soon; this has to
go through an ALA process.

f. Past Chair — not present

5. Old Business

i.

il.

Need to catch Iris up on the Round Table Spectacular! There’s a planning meeting that
Susan will attend; she’ll get Iris in on it too (July 6th at 2pm Central/3pm Eastern). This is
coordinated by GameRT and the theme this time is “Libraries at the End of the World”.

Susan got dropped from Exec Board group on Connect — Danielle is looking into it

6. New Business

I.

il.

Huddle recap: how do map collections maintain space & relevance in libraries?

1. Susan was pleased with the turnout! 8 or 9 ppl, including folks we didn’t already know.
(Being resourceful and using resources wisely, we pulled a spare table & chairs over to
our one!) Drawbacks: it was noisy & we didn’t have enough time.

2. Talked about necessity of cataloging in order to make maps discoverable so that
people will use them! Also talked about people not knowing how to read maps. Marcy
Bidney recommended the AGS “What’s in a map?” StoryMap. Laura took notes & has
sent them out to attendees.

3. Susan asked if Laura would put the Huddle in base line? Sure! (See page 30)

4. Iris: Will we do another one? — Susan doesn’t know; thinks it was an experiment by
ALA but if they do, we would be willing to do it.

How can we increase membership?
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1. Iris: RTCA meeting: esp. GODORT said that they are recruiting outside of ALA. If we
find creative ways to recruit, it would help us. We have a lot of members but they’re
not active. Iris is thinking of creating a What'sApp group. Glad to hear we have money;
looking for creative ways to recruit.

2. “Friday chats” — put out on listservs. Monthly webinars or maybe something like
brainstorming on RDA? If monthly is too much, may start with quarterly. Need a nice
flyer pulling all the officer roles together (plain language! Don’t just copy & paste all
the organizational language from official ALA stuff.

a. Alternate webinars with “office hours” style chats, bimonthly? Can also include
something like LC’s LC G&M Orientations.

3. GODORT does “Help! I'm an accidental Gov Docs librarian!” We could do something
similar for people who are new to map librarianship. There’s a thirst for knowledge
out there, as demonstrated by interest in yesterday’s Chair’s Program (“How to Catalog
a Map”).

4. Maybe TikTok videos?

5. Tap into library school programs, ones that are offering geospatial librarianship
content. Tammy remembers when she was in library school, there was a bulletin
board with flyers (before social media). Laura & Susan have both been guest speakers
for Wade Bishop’s classes at UT-Knoxville iSchool and have talked about MAGIRT.

a. Notmany programs have classes specifically on map librarianship; UTK and UW-
Milwaukee, think that’s it.

b. Maybe MAGIRT talking with library schools is how we get students aware that map
librarianship is a thing; build interest. ALA student membership is currently
$39/yr and the MAGIRT add-on isn’t expensive. We might get people to at least try
it out that way.

i. Does ALA have any kind of a sponsored membership thing? Or could MAGIRT
establish one? If we sponsor student membership for, say, 5 people that could
be helpful.

ii. Would also be a resume builder for students for when they enter the job
market. Then when they need to do leadership work for tenure, they’re already
here too.

6. GIS as an outreach conduit? Sam doesn’t hear it mentioned as much as ESRI or QGIS.
Google Earth is easy to get to but not as robust as dedicated GIS software. Folks from
other disciplines looking to get into GIS tend to use Google Earth. People have been
asking for georeferenced historic maps. Talk to genealogical societies looking at
historic data; displaced populations

7. Committee/DG/IG Reports
a. Bylaws & Governing Documents/Nominations & Awards Committee

i. Susan will be taking on this role as Past Chair. Round Tables can no longer call their
governing documents Bylaws. Instead, we have Governing Rules that supplement ALA’s
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uniform Bylaws for all Round Tables. There’s a template; Susan will put our material into
the template so it can go out for approval by the membership.

ii. Need to also take “Bylaws” out of the name! Susan’s got this.
b. Cataloging & Classification Committee

i. CCC will meet via Zoom on July 21st (Tuesday) at 2:00 pm Central. Email Susan, Laura, or
Tim (CCC Chair) for an invitation.

c¢. Education Committee — no report
d. Geographic Technologies (GeoTech)/GODORT GIS DG

i. The Board is happy to announce that Shonn Haren from Cal Poly will step in as
Geotech/GIS Chair! We met Shonn at the May Board meeting. He’s not at ALA this time but
is working out a time to meet with Susan to talk about the role.

e. Membership & Marketing Committee — vacant
f.  Online Presence & Publications Committee (OPPC) — vacant
g. Cataloging of Cartographic Resources IG — Laura/Susan for Amy

i. CCRIG met just this morning! Amy will report to the ALA Office, but here’s a quick
rundown of our discussion. We had a good and wide-ranging discussion on RDA &
Bibframe; Indigenous names and geography; $v going away; Al in cataloging. We were
joined by two new people too; Laura put them on the invitation for the CCC meeting.

ii. Iris suggests doing 8:30 instead of 8:00 am next year.

h. Map Collection Management DG — vacant
i. Freedom to Read Foundation — vacant
j.  WADML liaison report — Kathy (report sent to Laura)

i. Lauraread out Kathy’s report (see page 29)
k. CC:DA Report

i. CC:DA is this afternoon. Min will send report to Laura.
1. MAC Report

i. MAC meets after CCC. The discussion papers are out but Susan has not had a chance to
read them yet; she will read them & send out a request for input, then will report after the
meeting.

8. Restructuring committees and interest groups

a. Can we combine some of the groups? Which ones do we want to keep in person at ALA and
which can/should we move online?

i. Membership & Marketing + OPPC — would this merge make sense? Would it put too much
work on one person?

1. Webmaster & base line editor are ex officio members; Kevin & Laura respectively are
doing fine on that. Membership & Marketing is the bigger lift. Laura recommends
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merging OPPC (essentially nominally) in with Membership & Marketing and looking
for someone to do the M&M work. Maybe also rename as “Outreach”.

ii. GIS/Geotech + Collections?

1. Sam thinks this makes sense because map librarians are retiring and it’s getting added
to someone else’s responsibilities, usually the GIS person. Works great if the GIS
person is an MLIS, not so much if they’re a GIS Ph.D. Sam thinks there’ll be a big shift in
the next 5 years.

iii. Education

1. Keep this committee separate but Education will collaborate with Membership &

Marketing (possibly renamed “Outreach”) to work with library schools.

iv. Liaisons: all covered except Freedom to Read and WAML (Kathy is retired and needs to
step down).

9. Board Changeover — Susan Moore (left) handed the reins over to Iris Taylor as MAGIRT Chair!

(Photo credit: Tammy Wong)

10. Next meeting: September 15th at 2pm Central (3pm Eastern) via Zoom
(Board will not meet in July; CCC will use that time slot instead)

11. Adjournment: 11:56 am Central
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WAML Liaison Report to MAGIRT Executive
Board Meeting June 28, 2026

Katherine Rankin

Kevin Dyke was elected Vice President/President Elect and Ron Mulder was elected secretary
of WAML recently. They take office on July 1st. The membership also voted to hold the 2027
conference outside of the principal region. The conference will be held in Milwaukee. It will
be hosted by the American Geographical Association.

The 2026 WAML conference will be held in person in Denver, Colorado, at the Denver Public
Library Central Library from Wednesday, October 7t to Saturday, October 10, 2026. There
will be workshop sessions on Wednesday, October 7th along with a tour of the Denver Public
Library Map Collection and an early bird dinner. There will be presentations on both
Thursday and Friday, a banquet on Thursday, and a membership meeting on Friday. The field
trip will be to the Argo Mill and Historical Society of Idaho Springs on Saturday, October 10th,
Registration is open at the 2026 conference part of the website WAML.org. The conference
website has other details about the conference.

A small group is going to work on revising the WAML bylaws this summer. Also, there is a
committee working on getting the Online Guide to US Map Collections back online. ESRI had
taken it down due to lack of clicks. Many people who had worked on this project as MAGIRT
members under the leadership of Carol McAuliffe, such as Paige Andrews and Sierra
Laddusaw, are on the WAML committee. Stephen Appel is heading the Online Guide
committee.

[ am looking for someone to take over my WAML liaison position since I'm retired and don’t
attend ALA Annual.

Respectfully submitted,

Katherine Rankin, WAML Liaison
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“How do map collections maintain relevance
and space in libraries?”

(Report from the ALA Connect Lounge Huddle)

Laura McElfresh, MAGIRT Secretary

At the 2026 Annual Conference in Chicago, ALA introduced Connect Lounge “Huddles”:
informal, 20-minute open discussions on targeted topics. MAGIRT held a huddle to talk about
how map librarians work to retain library spaces for our collections.

Present: Susan Moore, Univ. of Northern lowa (discussion facilitator); Iris Taylor, Library of
Congress; Jenny McElroy, Minnesota Historical Society; Jamie Middleton, North Little Rock
Public Library; Kori Robbins, FamilySearch; Marcy Bidney, Univ. of Chicago; Sam Kim, Univ. at
Buffalo; Laura McElfresh, Univ. of Minnesota

Topic: Libraries have been grappling with the perception that "everything is online" for some
time now. Map libraries are no exception. In a time when GPS is on everyone's phones, how
do map collections (and the librarians who work with them) maintain relevance and space in
libraries?
e What academic or local partners would benefit from incorporating maps either into a
display/exhibit or in course curricula?
e What ideas do we have for unconventional community outreach to promote use of our
physical maps (for example, programming with a local gaming community about using
maps to help with world building?)

Susan’s former dean would look at the map collection and think of all the other things he
could do with that space — “no one uses it” — but it’s not cataloged, so no one can find it or
even know it's there! What are others’ issues?

Jenny (MNHS) spends a lot of time pushing their collection (recommending maps) rather than
advertising. They have lots of specialized maps (e.g. if a nuke hit the Minnesota State Fair,
how quickly would you die?) She does a lot of show-&-tell and always pulls at least one map.
Sometimes people are into it! Sometimes Jenny even learns something new; she once showed
an environment map to some environmental scientists & they knew what plants grow in what
terrain. Some maps are digitized; some were “digitized” for discovery but are not high-
resolution scans for actual use.

Jamie (North Little Rock PL) deals a lot with map literacy and how to use a map; her library
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does instruction around that. They mostly have copies of copies of maps and don’t have a lot
of space for a map collection, but they do have a lot of interesting maps that other libraries
around them don’t have. Their maps are stored folded in a filing cabinet.

Susan wants to go back in time & slap whoever reinforced the edges of their maps with white
tape — it has aged, so now it doesn'’t tear, it cracks. MNHS has a map that’s an example of
“Preservation: What Not To Do” (it got lacquered. Now it’s framed on the wall so they can
show the cracks in the lacquer.) They finally got a big map case for some of the larger maps
that are no longer piled up on top off other cases.

As a map person and a genealogist, Marcy asks: what kinds of maps does FamilySearch have?
They do a lot of British research. They also have county maps of US. (Laura needs to ask Kori
for more details about their search map!) They have a big touchscreen. The maps are all
cataloged.

Laura gave an example of a set of UMN'’s set of manuscript maps from a geological study —
the Head of the Map Library requested cataloging for these maps so they can be found and
can be used for class visits! The maps were already digitized but now the catalog record can
be used to enhance repository metadata too, to improve repository discoverability. Map
librarians need examples of maps and map collections that have enjoyed increased use once
they got cataloged and made discoverable.

Sam writes to professors whose research priorities are publicly available; he recommends
maps for digitization, then tells the professors about them. Sometimes this quantity over
quality, scan now/clean up the metadata later approach does lead to “really bad metadata”
and an unhappy Digital Assets team! Sam is also building bridges with environmental science
and history. There are some students who don’t know how to read maps but are interested in
being park rangers; Sam'’s not a geographer, so he gets help from the geography department
(which has their own maps) with instruction. Georgia Brown’s “Meet the Map” StoryMap at
AGS was given as a map literacy instruction resource; it addresses questions such as what is a
map? What are the elements of a map, what are they used for?

The Huddle was over too quickly (additionally, it was in a loud, heavy-traffic area and our
group was larger than the allotted table) but we would definitely be interested in repeating
the experience next time.
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Great Moments In Map Librarianship by Jim Coormbs
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VHEY MAN, WHAT ARE YOU NO, I'M A MAP LIBRARIAN. MY LIBRARY
DOING WITH ALL THOSE MAPS?)l DEAN DECIDED WE DON’T NEED A PAPER MAP
AFRAID YOU'LL GET LOST? COLLECTION ANYMORE, SO I TOOK THEM
YUK YUK! _, AND I'M GOING TO CREATE MY OWN

LIBRARY OF LOST MAPS. T'LL BE A
SECRET MASTER OF MAPDOM.
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WELL THEN, CAN ONE OF THESE MAPS ) { NO, BUT HE CAN SHOW YOU A MAP

SHOW ME HOW TO 6ET OVER TO OF THE STREETS OF CASABLANCA,
BURGER DOODLE ON ELM STREET? MOROCCO IN 1942 PRINTED ON THE
BACK OF A NAZI MAP OF MADRID.
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