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Tribute Resolution Honoring Michael Dowling as Director of the International Relations
Office of the American Library Association

Whereas, Michael Dowling has been on the forefront of the American Library
Association’s international work since 1999, when he became Director of International
Relations at ALA;

Whereas, Michael was instrumental in developing and advancing ALA's global role,
connecting libraries, people, and ideas across borders for 27 years;

Whereas, Michael fraces his library background to his mother's work in the professional
library for the Montgomery County Public Schools in Maryland, and ultimately received
his liorary degree from the University of Maryland;

Whereas, Michael found his first international library job while tfraveling the world,
working as the reference librarian for Temple University in Japan for three and one-half
years;

Whereas, Michael served as the first staff member formally hired for the ALA's
International Relations Office, bringing great stability to the Office and greater
consistency to ALA’s international approach;

Whereas, Michael fostered ALA’s connection with the United States Information
Association (USIA) fellowship program, which helped support the International Relations
Office financially for about 10 years and brought librarians from the U.S. to other
countries to help libraries make effective use of technology;

Whereas, Michael continued to work with federal government programs, providing
support for many Information Resource Officers and Regional Public Engagement
Specialists with the U.S. State Department who managed the American Spaces
program overseas;

Whereas, Michael cultivated the American Library Association's (ALA) partnership with
the American Library in Paris (ALP), ensuring that the ALA's foundational role to establish
the ALP is preserved for future generations through active representation on the ALP
Executive Board, strategic networking, and collaborative initiatives;

Whereas, As Director of the International Relations Office, Michael provided great
support for the Guadalajara Book Fair program that assists librarians to travel to
Guadalajara and purchase Spanish language materials, one of the longest diversity
projects in which ALA has participated;

Whereas, Michael was instrumental in infroducing the concept of advocacy and
“making the case” for international library funding;
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Whereas, Michael helped many international library associations, including helping to
launch what is now the Sharjah International Library Conference that marked its twelfth
year in November 2025 and led to growth of the Emirates Library and Information
Association and translation of ALA books into Arabic;

Whereas, As ALA International Relations Director, Michael also engaged with IFLA and
supported many IFLA initiatives over the years, including the Campaign for the World's
Libraries; and

Whereas, Michael also supported many international initiatives developed by members
and particularly ALA Presidents - including the Sister Libraries program infroduced by
ALA Past President Sarah Long, now supported by the International Relations Round
Table (IRRT); now therefore, be it

Resolved, That the American Library Association thanks Michael Dowling for his
countless contributions to international librarianship, which have brought recognition to
the American Library Association and strengthened our bonds with libraries and
librarians around the world, establishing a firm global future; and that

ALA membership wishes Michael Dowling all the best in his retirement, with deep
appreciation for his leadership of the International Relations Office and his ability to
create long-lasting connections and friendships with librarians worldwide.

Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association
Monday, June 29, 2026, Annual Conference, Chicago, IL

Dan Montgomery, ALA Executive
Director, and Secretary of the ALA
Councill
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