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Resolution on Library Infrastructure as Essential Economic and Civic Infrastructure

Whereas, libraries serve as essential civic and economic infrastructure in communities
across the United States and its territories, providing access to information, broadband
connectivity, workforce development resources, entrepreneurship support, small
business assistance, cultural engagement, emergency services, civic participation, and
public discourse;

Whereas, libraries increasingly function as multipurpose public infrastructure, serving as
community anchors, voting locations, technology hubs, cooling and warming centers,
disaster response sites, workforce training centers, and incubators for lifelong learning
and economic opportunity;

Whereas, libraries play a documented role in supporting local and regional economies
by enabling job seekers, supporting small business formation, providing access to
technology and fraining, and offering no-cost spaces and resources that reduce
barriers to entrepreneurship;

Whereas, the U.S. Government Accountability Office, in the December 2025 report
Public Libraries: Many Buildings Are Reported to Be in Poor Condition, with Increasing
Deferred Maintenance (GAO-26-107262), found that an estimated 38 percent of public
libraries report at least one building system in poor condition and approximately 70
percent report deferred maintenance backlogs, with many expecting those backlogs
to persist or increase over time;

Whereas, deferred maintenance and inadequate facilities directly constrain libraries’
capacity to deliver workforce development services, digital skills tfraining, small business
programming, and community-based economic development activities;

Whereas, approximately 7,000 public libraries report at least one physical barrier that
limits accessibility for individuals with disabilities, restricting equitable participation in
education, employment, and entrepreneurship opportunities;

Whereas, libraries in rural communities, tribal communities, territories, and areas with
high rates of poverty often face the greatest challenges in securing capital funding for
facility repair, modernization, accessibility improvements, and technology infrastructure;

Whereas, disparities in library facilities, staffing, and resources further compound
inequities in educational attainment, workforce readiness, and long-term economic
mobility for children and families in underserved communities;

Whereas, public libraries form a continuous public learning and workforce ecosystem
that supports early literacy, academic achievement, digital literacy, job readiness,
entrepreneurship, and informed civic and economic participation;

Whereas, safe, accessible, resilient, and well-maintained library facilities are
foundational infrastructure for local economic development, enabling libraries to serve
as trusted, no-cost platforms for innovation, workforce advancement, and small
business growth;
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Therefore, be it resolved that the American Library Association:

Recognizes public libraries as essential economic and civic infrastructure that directly
conftributes to workforce development, entrepreneurship, small business formation, and
community resilience;

Affirms that investment in library facilities, including maintenance, modernization,
accessibility improvements, broadband capacity, energy efficiency, and capital
construction, constitutes investment in local and national economic development
infrastructure;

Urges federal, state, local, tribal, and territorial governments to prioritize sustained and
equitable investment in public library and facilities as part of broader workforce
development, small business, and infrastructure funding strategies;

Encourages alignment of library infrastructure funding with economic development
programs, including those supporting entrepreneurship, workforce training, digital
inclusion, and community revitalization;

Supports expanded and coordinated public funding opportunities that enable libraries
to serve as hubs for economic mobility, including through small business support
services, job training programs, and technology access;

Encourages collaboration among public libraries, policymakers, economic
development agencies, workforce boards, architects, planners, researchers, and
community stakeholders to develop integrated approaches to library infrastructure as
economic development infrastructure;

Requests the Committee on Legislation and Committee on Library Advocacy to
continue their work with the appropriate ALA Offices and federal elected officials and
staff to advance awareness of library infrastructure as economic infrastructure, to
support efforts that strengthen public investment in these facilities nationwide and
advance the ALA Legislative Agenda for funding of Library facilities that are modern,
accessible, energy-efficient, and resilient to extreme weather.

Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association
Sunday, June 28, 2026, Annual Conference, Chicago, IL

D)l

Dan Montgomery, ALA Executive
Director, and Secretary of the ALA
Council


https://ala150.org/

