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Memorial Resolution Honoring Molly Royse

Whereas the University of Tennessee and the academic library community lost a valued
member, friend, and colleague on April 19, 2026, with the death of Molly Royse;

Whereas Molly Royse worked tirelessly for over 40 years in academic libraries serving in a
variety of positions to positively impact the intellectual growth of students and enhance
the successful research of countless faculties;

Whereas Molly earned her Master of Library Science Degree from the University of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill and her Master of Arts Degree in English from Stamford University:

Whereas Molly Royse spent the last 24 years of her career with the University of
Tennessee Libraries as a supportive and unifying force, mentoring new faculty and
devoting many hours to the equity and diversity needs of the entire faculty and staff:

Whereas she strongly advocated for growing resources to build strong humanities library
collections at Berea University, Kansas State University, and the University of Tennessee;

Whereas she served in leadership roles including Coordinator of Multicultural Library
Services, Kansas State University and as Humanities Coordinator, Interim Head of
Research and Scholarly Services, Head of Research Collections, and as Head of Arts
and Humanities at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville;

Whereas Molly Royse served the profession through service activities on funding and
developing collections with Knowledge Unlatched and the Association of Southeastern
Research Libraries; and

Whereas her strong dedication to our profession, her positive attitude along with her
good humor and pleasant manner to all who entered the library, therefore, be it

Resolved that the American Library Association, on behalf of its members:

1. Recognizes the significant contributions of Molly Pitts Royse over the course of her
career and mourn her death; and

2. Extends its sincerest condolences to her friends, and family, especially her
husband David Royse, her daughter Laura Williams, son-in-law Jacob Williams,
her son, Paul Royse, and her granddaughter Emmy Lou Williams.
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