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Memorial Resolution Honoring Dr. Stanton F. Biddle (1943-2026)

WHEREAS the Black Caucus of the American Library Association (BCALA) salutes the
distinguished legacy of Dr. Stanton F. Biddle, a frailblazing leader in librarianship who
dedicated over fifty years to advancing African American research collections and the
professional development of Black librarians. Stanton championed excellence, service,
and cultural preservation, serving with distinction as BCALA President, Treasurer, and
Executive Board member across nearly three decades of elected leadership;

WHEREAS Dr. Stanton F. Biddle believed in the tfransformative power of education and
the critical need for Black perspectives in academia. Born in Cuba, New York, in 1943,
he was often one of the only Black students in his early schooling, a reality that drew
him toward Howard University, where he earned a B.A. in Government in 1965. He went
on to earn a Master of Library Service from Atlanta University in 1966, a Master of Public
Administration from New York University in 1973, and a Doctorate in Library and
Information Science from the University of California, Berkeley;

WHEREAS Dr. Stanton F. Biddle's record of success is evidenced by his roles as Chief
Librarian at Baruch College, Associate Director at Howard University Libraries, and his
impactful tenure at the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture. His maverick
influence extended deeply into professional associations, where he served as President
of both the New York Black Librarians’ Caucus as well as the Schomburg Corporation.
Further, he was a founding member of the New York Chapter of the Afro-American
Historical and Genealogical Society. Dr. Biddle was tireless in his devotion to Black
cultural heritage preservation;

WHEREAS Dr. Stanton F. Biddle's record of success is further evidenced by prestigious
honors including the 2001 BCALA/DEMCO Award for Excellence in Librarianship, 2022
BCALA Distinguished Service Award, ALA Award for Achievement in Library Diversity
Research, the JCLC Legacy Award, and a Lifetime Achievement Award from the Office
of the President of the United States. His scholarship includes editing the African
American Yellow Pages and the proceedings of the first two National Conferences of
African American Librarians—all important resources for the global library and
information science community; and

WHEREAS Dr. Stanton F. Biddle served as a vital bridge between librarianship and the
LGBTQ+ community, living authentically as a proud national activist and being featured
alongside his lifelong partner in the documentary Before You Know It, which explored
aging in the gay community. His extraordinary influence was felt in his ability to foster
partnerships between African American research libraries and his fireless mentorship of
hundreds of librarians who saw in him a reflection of their own professional struggles and
triumphs;
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Resolved, that the American Library Association, on behalf of its members:

e Conveys our deepest condolences to the family of Stanton F. Biddle;

e BCALA members should model Dr. Stanton Biddle's steadfast commitment to
library innovation, his passion for Black ancestral knowledge, and his courage in
leading with authenticity; and

e BCALA preserves Dr. Stanton F. Biddle's legacy as a master builder of the Black
library community and an unfailing champion of the Black experience

Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association
Monday, June 29, 2026, Annual Conference, Chicago, IL

Dan Montgomery, ALA Executive
Director, and Secretary of the ALA
Councill
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