
 
 

Memorial Resolution Honoring Diana Shonrock  

Whereas the American Library Association (ALA), the Library Instruction Round Table 
(LIRT), and the Reference and User Services Association (RUSA) lost a valued member 
and leader on January 24, 2026, with the passing of Diana Shonrock; 

Whereas Diana graduated from Iowa State University with Bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in Family and Consumer Sciences and was hired by the university to work in the 
ISU library where she would remain for over 44 years of employment in a variety of roles, 
including subject specialist in the area of family and consumer sciences and as the 
training coordinator for reference and collection development; 

Whereas Diana worked as an advisor in the ISU Learning Community program, was an 
instructor for the required Library 160 course (now Library 1600), and taught tens of 
thousands of undergraduate students’ basic discovery and information literacy skills;  

Whereas Diana used her academic background in Family and Consumer Sciences to 
develop a historical cookbook collection at the Iowa State University Library that 
documents the history and evolution household cuisine in the United States; 

Whereas Diana subsequently commuted to the University of Iowa while working full time 
and earned her master’s in library science in 1992, long before online learning was a 
possibility; 

Whereas Diana was active in LIRT, serving as secretary for three years, chairing the LIRT 
25th Anniversary Task Force, and serving on the LIRT Research Committee, where she 
edited the book Evaluating Library Instruction: Sample Questions, Forms, and Strategies 
for Practical Use published by ALA in 1996; 

Whereas Diana was an active member leader of RUSA, where in 2001, she was elected 
chair-elect of the Management of Operations and User Services Section (MOUSS), 
where she was responsible for guiding the transition of MOUSS to become the 
Reference Services Section (RSS), which it still is today; 

Whereas Diana served as President of RUSA from 2006-2007; 

Whereas Diana served on ALA’s Allied Professional Association (APA) task force in 2006 
to create a certification program for non-MLIS library staff, the ALA/APA Library Support 
Staff Certification (LSSC); and 

Whereas Diana was a joyful individual who cared deeply about the library profession 
and actively provided her time and sage advice to the next generation of library 
leaders; 
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Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members: 

1. recognizes the significant contributions of Diana Shonrock over the course of her 
career and mourns her death; and 

2. extends its sincerest condolences to her friends and family, especially her four 
children, Kelley Seyller, Derek Shonrock, Sara Shonrock, and Maggie Shonrock 
and her nine grandchildren.   

 
Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association 
Monday, June 29, 2026, Annual Conference, Chicago, IL 

 
Dan Montgomery, ALA Executive 
Director, and Secretary of the ALA 
Council 
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