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A little about me:

• Pre-TSP

• My work/research supports 

two TSP strategic priorities
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Understanding how criminal legal 

system involvement impacts 

voting

What are the barriers to voting 

during incarceration?

Multiple perspectives:

• Those who advocate for voting rights (access) for 

incarcerated residents

• Those who assist in implementing and facilitating voting 

for incarcerated residents

• Those who have the right to vote while incarcerated
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Maine and Vermont

• Adult facilities, 132 

incarcerated participants

• Data

• Mail survey (ME) 

• In-person data collection 

(VT)
Vermont

Maine
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• The majority of respondents (73%) said that voting 

while incarcerated was important to them.

• 49% of respondents said they did not know how to vote 

at their facility

Understanding how criminal legal 

system involvement impacts 

voting

Barriers:

• Navigating a multi-step voting 

process

• Limited information about 

candidates

• Lack of guidance on voting dates 

and deadlines

• Lack of staff training on 

incarcerated resident’s voting 

rights and how to assist voters

Other logistical challenges:

• Limited access to voting 

paperwork (registration 

forms, ballot requests)

• Delays due to prison mail 

and external mail factors

• Lack of person-power to 

conduct voting rights 

work across all facilities
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Understanding how criminal legal 

system involvement impacts 

voting

“When you entered the 

facility, when did you 

learn you could vote in 

elections?”

• 22%, never

• 19%, > 6 months

• 9%, within 6 months

• 5%, within 1 month

• 11%, day of arrival

*Note, roughly 35% did not 

recall when they learned 

about their right to vote
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Understanding how criminal legal 

system involvement impacts 

voting

Helpful Context

• 55% could not access 

candidate information 
• 19% had limited 

access to candidate 

information

• 86% said they did not 

get reminders from DOC 

staff about important 

voting dates and 

deadlines

• 49% did not understand 

how to vote at their 

facility
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Understanding how criminal legal 

system involvement impacts 

voting

What makes it harder to 

vote while you’re 

incarcerated?
• “I am under the impression 

that I do not have the right 

to vote”

• “Lack of organization/too 

crowded during process to 

help”

• “The time it takes to get the 

ballot to and from me (time 

constraints)”

What would make it 

easier to vote while you’re 

incarcerated?
• “Better access to political 

information, better access 

to the paperwork needed 

to register to vote”

• “Access and more notice”

• “In person voting”
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• Implement in-person 

voting in prisons

– Benefits incarcerated 

people and staff

• Increase education 

for incarcerated 

residents about their 

voting rights and how 

to vote

– Absentee ballot 

clinics, peer mentors

How to improve access 

to voting in prisons

• Increase access to candidate 

information and voter 

referendum information.
• Candidate forums, access to 

permissible media and 

websites, nonpartisan 

candidate guides

• Online registration and 

ballot request access; modify 

mail policies and staff 

training to ensure timely 

delivery 
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For more TSP work 

on voting rights 

Final Thoughts

• Voting is a right

• All eligible adults should 

be able to vote, 

regardless of conviction 

or incarceration status


