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Global, national, 
state, and local 
research shows a 
link between voter 
participation and 
health outcomes
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Hunter D, Ayers J, Mahs G. Health & Democracy Index. democracyindex.responsivegov.org. Published 
2024. https://democracyindex.responsivegov.org/
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STRUCTURAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH
The upstream causes of the causes

SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH
The causes of poor health

HEALTH-RELATED 
SOCIAL NEEDS

Effects of the causes

Voting
Voting is arguably 
the most important 
aspect of the political 
determinants [of 
health]”
Daniel Dawes
Author, The Political 
Determinants of Health
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The problem is, too many people do 
not have a seat at the table to vote… 

72 Million
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=
Unregistered voters in the United States Entire population of France

Source: US Census Data
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Source: Pew Charitable Trusts 2017. “Why are millions of citizens not registered to vote?ˮ

... often because they have never 
been asked

Join the movement at  vot-ER.org

Have you been asked to register to vote in any of the following ways?
62% of 
unregistered 
eligible voters 
have never 
been asked to 
register
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Unregistered 
eligible voters

People most 
marginalized by our 
current health 
systemYoung,

low-income,
and people of 

color

We see these same Americans as our patients
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Pharmacists, 
registered nurses, 
physician assistants, 
dentists, and 
physicians are 
12-23% less likely to 
vote than the general 
population.
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But it’s not just our patients who need to 
vote more — it’s practitioners, too
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In June 2022, the 
American Medical 

Association 
passed Resolution 

422 that 
recognized voting 

as a social 
determinant of 

health.

The American
Medical Association 
recognizes the link 
between voting and 
health ... 
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In August 2022, the 
Association of American 
Medical Colleges issued 
guidance on medical school 
and teaching hospital support 
for voter registration
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… as does the Association of American 
Medical Colleges
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How 
Vot-ER 
Helps
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The health 
space has a 
unique 
opportunity 
to help

Join the movement at  vot-ER.org

Sources: Ipsos 2021, CDC Statistics

Health professionals are the most trusted professionals in 
the US, and 83% of adults saw a health professional in 2022.

https://www.instagram.com/vot_er_org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/vot-er/
https://twitter.com/vot_er_org
https://www.youtube.com/@vot-er5306
https://www.facebook.com/vot.er.org
https://vot-er.org/contact-us/
https://vot-er.org


@vot_er_org

Vot-ER creates easy-to-use, nonpartisan tools and 
programs for civic engagement in clinical spaces

Email & text templates 
that help staff & 
patients to vote

Badges & lanyards 
for teams and 
organizations

Custom digital 
materials for teams 
and organizations
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Vot-ER tools are... 

undisruptive

optional

nonpartisan
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Vot-ER provides structure to support health 
organizations and health professionals

Healthy Democracy 
Campaign for health 

professional students

Civic Health Partnership 
for hospitals and 

associations

Community Civic 
Engagement Program 
for FQHCs and clinics
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DOCTOR
Do you smoke?

Do you drink?

Are you wearing 
your seatbelt?

Are you registered 
to vote?
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How it works: Health professionals ask a simple 
question during social history, intake, or discharge
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Vot-ER “plays an important 
role in addressing the social 
determinants of health by 
meeting potential voters 
where they are and 
supporting them in becoming 
more civically engaged.”
Bill Ryan, VP of Government 
Relations, Einstein Health
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Vot-ER helps give a sense of belonging and 
groundedness to participating health professionals

I am continually 
energized when talking 
to patients about 
this...It has been a 
great thing for my own 
mental health.”
Emergency Doc in Ohio

79% 50%
Said Vot-ER 
helped increase 
their sense of 
personal agency 
to affect change

Said Vot-ER 
helped protect 
them from 
workplace 
burnout

Sources: Vot-ER 2022 End of Year Survey, n = 112 
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Legal 
FAQs
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There is long-standing precedent 
and federal guidelines for voter 
registration in 501(c)(3) spaces

Join the movement at  vot-ER.org

501(C)(3) organizations may conduct nonpartisan voter engagement 
activities designed to help the public participate in elections:

• voter registration
• voter education
• get-out-the-vote (GOTV)

The National Voter Registration Act of 1993 actually encourages this type of 
non-partisan voter registration in health centers!
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Clinicians and healthcare organizations can...

• Point patients to Vot-ER posters, 

badges, or handouts 

• Tell patients that their institution 

offers a service to help them register 

to vote, but they do not endorse any 

political party.
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Take the 
Next Step

Join the movement at  vot-ER.org
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CIVIC HEALTH 
MONTH

Order & distribute 
your Vot-ER badges 

and materials

August

NATIONAL VOTER 
REGISTRATION DAY
Remind staff, patients, & 

members to register to 
vote 

September 15

VOTE EARLY DAY
Help staff, patients, and 
members to vote early

October 27

ELECTION DAY
It is the final push — 
remind patients it is 
the last day to vote! 

November 3

Key Dates on the Horizon
*Each date represents a “peak” or Civic Holiday that is optimal for 

nonpartisan voter engagement
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vot-er.org/custom-materials

Order free digital materials to 
print and use in your space

Is your organization all-in? They can join at vot-ER.org/join
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Thank you! 

emily.polak@vot-er.org
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