
 
 

Resolution on Libraries Supporting Caregiver Awareness, Community Dialogue, 
and Dignity in Aging 

Whereas libraries have long served as trusted community-centered institutions 
dedicated to education, access to information, lifelong learning, and public 
engagement; 

Whereas family caregivers provide substantial unpaid care for older adults and 
increasingly seek accessible educational resources, supportive programming, and 
opportunities for community dialogue; 

Whereas demographic trends indicate an aging population and growing caregiving 
responsibilities across communities, increasing the need for accessible educational 
opportunities and public awareness; 

Whereas libraries are uniquely positioned to foster compassionate public conversations 
and community awareness through voluntary educational programs, outreach 
initiatives, book discussions, and informational resources related to caregiving, aging, 
and dignity; and 

Whereas the American Library Association affirms the importance of community 
engagement, inclusion, lifelong learning, and equitable access to information through 
libraries; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members: 

1. encourages libraries to explore opportunities for voluntary educational programming, 
caregiver awareness initiatives, community dialogue, and resource-sharing related to 
caregiving, aging, dignity, and community support; and 

2. recognizes libraries as important community spaces that may help promote 
understanding, inclusion, compassion, and informed public conversations surrounding 
caregiving, aging, and dignity. 

      

Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association 
Saturday, June 27, 2026, Annual Conference, Chicago, IL 

 
Dan Montgomery, ALA Executive 
Director, and Secretary of the ALA 
Council 
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