
 
 

Session List 
 
Session Name: Hot Takes 
Date: 3/31/2026 
Time: 1:00 PM-3:00PM 

 
Session Name: All libraries will be indie studios making content within their community 
Date: 3/31/2026 
Time: 1:15 PM-1:25 PM 
Presenter(s): Timothy Decker, Jersey City Free Public Library 
 
Session Name: Libraries need to reject generative AI 
Date: 3/31/2026 
Time: 1:25 PM-1:35 PM 
Presenter(s): Abigail Dillon 
 
Session Name: Library buildings are boring, take the library to the people! 
Date: 3/31/2026 
Time: 1:35 PM-1:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Mandy Decker, Jersey City Free Public Library 
 
Session Name: We need action plans for trans and gender diverse inclusion, not just nicely worded statements 
Date: 3/31/2026 
Time: 1:45 PM-1:55 PM 
Presenter(s): M'issa Fleming, New Orleans Public Library 
 
Session Name: Teen services will keep suffering because teens aren't treated like people 
Date: 3/31/2026 
Time: 2:05 PM-2:15 PM 
Presenter(s): Prairie Hanson 
 
Session Name: The future of libraries is outside—in gardens, parks, and nature trails 
Date: 3/31/2026 
Time: 2:15 PM-2:25 PM 
Presenter(s): Jennifer Peters, Austin Public Library 
 
Session Name: The real threat isn’t book banners—it’s libraries self-censoring 
Date: 3/31/2026 
Time: 2:25 PM-2:35 PM 
Presenter(s): Cassandra Taylor 
 
Session Name: Let's get digital! Physical AV collections need to go 
Date: 3/31/2026 
Time: 2:35 PM-2:45 PM 



Presenter(s): Christine Lazaris 
 
Session Name: Trauma-informed isn’t free—pay library workers for the care they provide 
Date: 3/31/2026 
Time: 2:45 PM-2:55 PM 
Presenter(s): Leah T. Dudak 

 
Session Name: Conference 101 
Date: 3/31/2026 
Time: 3:30 PM-5:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Brandy McNeil, The New York Public Library 
 
Session Name: Opening Session with Bryan Stevenson 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 8:30 AM-10:00 AM 
 
Session Name: Activating Teen Services in Rural Communities 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-11:15 AM 
Presenter(s): Cejay Johnson, King County Library System; Marie Guenette, King County Library System; Kristy Calhoun, King 
County Library System 
 
Session Name: AI Book Clubs and Digital Literacy for Older Adults 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-11:15 AM 
Presenter(s): Autumn Hassett, Cotuit Library Association 
 
Session Name: Becoming One Library: How to Build Better Internal Communications 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-11:15 AM 
Presenter(s): Mary Kapusta, Calgary Public Library 
 
Session Name: Beyond Drag Queen Storytime 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-11:15 AM 
Presenter(s): Jayne Waltres, Anne Arundel County Public Library 
 
Session Name: Building Joy-Centric Libraries: An Experiential Approach 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-11:15 AM 
Presenter(s): Rebecca Hass, Anne Arundel County Public Library 
 
Session Name: Packhorse Librarians Today: Swapping a Bookmobile for a Shuttle and More! 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-11:15 AM 
Presenter(s): LB Fox-Ezell, The Trellis Team; Court Stevens, The Trellis Team 
 
Session Name: Phoning It In: Innovative Strategies to Provide Immigration Legal Help 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-11:15 AM 
Presenter(s): Virginia Vassar, Denver Public Library; Jeremey Bongers, Denver Public Library 
 
Session Name: Protecting Patrons' Data Privacy with Digital Vendors 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-11:15 AM 
Presenter(s): Dorothea Salo, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
 
  



Session Name: Advancing Anti-racism, Equity, and Justice Through Programming Design 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-12:15 PM 
Presenter(s): Edwin Harris; Nathan Johnson; Margaret Sullivan, Margaret Sullivan Studio LLC; Nicole Cooke, University of 
South Carolina; Cyndee Landrum, Simmons University School of Library and Information Science 
 
Session Name: Creating Inclusive Collections for Patrons with Disabilities 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-12:15 PM 
Presenter(s): Jessica Rico, Plano Public Library; Courtney Walker, Libraries For All LLC; Maggie Fox, Plano Public Library; Janet 
Cox, Plano Public Library 
 
Session Name: Serious Leaders Play: How Fun Fuels Performance and Productivity 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-12:15 PM 
Presenter(s): Beck Messick, Tacoma Public Library 
 
Session Name: Advocacy at the Core of ALA’s Next 150 Years 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Sam Helmick, Iowa City Public Library; Lisa Varga, American Library Association; Maria McCauley, Cambridge 
Public Library; Daniel Montgomery, American Library Association 
 
Session Name: Creating a SPARK: Developing Library Programs for Justice-Impacted People 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Tom Auger, DeKalb County Public Library 
 
Session Name: Engage, Empower, Evolve: Using Staff Input to Strengthen Culture 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Kathy Bach, Cincinnati and Hamilton County Public Library; Charlie Hansen, Columbus Metropolitan Library; 
Pam Jankowski, Cuyahoga County Public Library 
 
Session Name: Every Story Matters, Every Body Belongs: Fat Inclusive Libraries 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Amelia Mason, Flagstaff City-Coconino County Public Library 
 
Session Name: Intentional Early Literacy Outreach to Hispanohablantes 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Andy Gallegos, Arapahoe Libraries; Carina Oliva Quiroz, Arapahoe Libraries 
 
Session Name: Not Your Typical Makerspace: Creating STEAM-Based Summer Programs for Youth 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Marcus Brown, Kansas City Public Library; Kiesha Collins, Kansas City Public Library 
 
Session Name: Prompting AI to Harness Your Grant Proposal Potential 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Miriam Anderson Lytle, Gail Borden Public Library; Stephen Markve, Minnesota State Colleges & Universities 
 
Session Name: Renewing Legacy: Perspectives Renovating and Expanding Historic Libraries 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 



Presenter(s): Ann Dilcher, Quinn Evans; Jessica Keyser, Grosse Pointe Public Library; Jaspreet Pahwa, DC Public Library; Holly 
Lamb, Howell Carnegie District Library 
 
Session Name: Speak Up: Using Middle Grade Books to Build Allyship Muscles 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Tanvi Rastogi, Good Books Young Troublemakers; Caitlin Quinn, Los Angeles Public Library; Esme Symes-Smith 
 
Session Name: Audio Publishers Association Lunch ($) 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 12:30 PM-1:45 PM 
 
Session Name: 3D Printing for Accessibility 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 2:00 PM-3:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Jaclyn Little, Fort Vancouver Regional Libraries 
 
Session Name: Beyond the Binder: Summer Reading Strategies for Rural Libraries 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 2:00 PM-3:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Keturah Cappadonia, Southern Tier Library System; Arnessa Dowell 
 
Session Name: Engaging the AAPI Communities in Librarianship 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 2:00 PM-3:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Kay Yang Cha, Hennepin County Library; Nhia Lo, Hennepin County Library; Pang Yang, Hennepin County 
Library; Wang-Yu Vu, Hennepin County 
 
Session Name: Global Stories, Local Voices: Bilingual Literacy Through Culture 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 2:00 PM-3:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Mary Marques, Free Library of Philadelphia; Scout Mayor, Free Library of Philadelphia 
 
Session Name: Legal Issues in Public Libraries Forum 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 2:00 PM-3:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Tomas Lipinski, J.D., LL.M., M.L.I.S., Ph.D., School of Information Studies, University of Wisconsin—Milwaukee 
 
Session Name: Middle Management in the Grey: Strategies for Success in Public Libraries 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 2:00 PM-3:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Sophie McGrath, Brooklyn Public Library; Caroline Kravitz, Brooklyn Public Library; Nicole Davis, Brooklyn Public 
Library 
 
Session Name: Supporting Indie and Self-Published Authors Through Library Submissions 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 2:00 PM-3:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Christi Aldellizzi, Ocean County Library; Valerie Smith, The Ocean County Library 
 
Session Name: Transforming Library Public Policy and Advocacy in a New Political Era 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 2:00 PM-3:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Kent Oliver, American Library Association; Larra Clark, ALA; Lisa Varga, American Library Association 
 
Session Name: Career Fair 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 3:00 PM-6:00 PM 
 



Session Name: Exhibits Opening Reception 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 3:00 PM-6:00 PM 
 
Session Name: How To Create Compassionate Boundaries 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 3:30 PM-3:50 PM 
Presenter(s): Clarice Ambler 
 
Session Name: How To Build Your Own Peer Support Network 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 4:00 PM-4:20 PM 
Presenter(s): Julie Seigel, Urban Librarians Unite / Serial and Government Publications Division, Library of Congress; Leah T. 
Dudak 
 
Session Name: How To Empower and Inform Communities Using Media and Information Literacy 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 4:30 PM-4:50 PM 
Presenter(s): Stacey Wedlake, University of Washington Information School 
 
Session Name: How To Build an MLIS Support Cohort at Your Library 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 5:00 PM-5:20 PM 
Presenter(s): Lynda Salem Poling, Long Beach Department of Library, Arts, and Culture 
 
Session Name: How To Play ʻUkulele for Library Programs (No Experience Required) 
Date: 4/1/2026 
Time: 5:30 PM-5:50 PM 
Presenter(s): Rose Oyamot, Saint Paul Public Library 
 
Session Name: Children's-Author Breakfast (★) 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 7:00 AM-8:00 AM 
 
Session Name: Big Ideas with Dr. Ruha Benjamin 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 8:00 AM-9:00 AM 
 
Session Name: Exhibits Coffee Break 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 9:00 AM-10:00 AM 
 
Session Name: Children’s & Young Adult Publishers (Book Buzz Stage) 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 9:00 AM-10:30 AM 
 
Session Name: Mini-Mentoring 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 9:00 AM-11:00 AM 
 
Session Name: Career Fair 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 9:00 AM- 5:00 PM 
 
Session Name: How To Create Community through Speed Friending 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 9:30 AM-9:50 AM 
Presenter(s): Kerri Copus, Montgomery-Floyd Regional Library 



 
Session Name: How To Share Your Book Club on Local Radio 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 10:00 AM-10:20 AM 
Presenter(s): Resa Mai; Laurie Offerman, Three Rivers Public Library District 
 
Session Name: A Queer and Present Danger: Protecting Queer and Trans Library Staff 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-11:15 AM 
Presenter(s): Jenni Frencham, Morgan County Public Library 
 
Session Name: Aging Together: Library Programming for Older Adults 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-11:15 AM 
Presenter(s): Amy DelPo, Denver Public Library; Rosanna McGinnis, Opelika Public Library; Samantha Oakley, American 
Library Association; Witt Salley, Montgomery County Public Libraries; Rani Snyder, The John A. Hartford Foundation 
 
Session Name: Capital Funding in a Tumultuous Time 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-11:15 AM 
Presenter(s): Jeff Davis, MSR Design; Holly Yocom, Pathway Group; Ben McAdams, Common Ground Institute; Noah Baskett, 
Salt Lake City Public Library 
 
Session Name: From Kimchi to Korean Book Discussion: Culture & Community 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-11:15 AM 
Presenter(s): Ann Ban, San Diego Public Library; Maria McCauley, Cambridge Public Library; Michael Lambert, San Francisco 
Public Library 
 
Session Name: Storytelling Festival: Build Community Connections on Any Scale 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-11:15 AM 
Presenter(s): Courtney Waters, Missouri River Regional Library; Rebecca Maue, St. Louis County Library; Angie Bayne, 
Missouri River Regional Library 
 
Session Name: Teens Lead Internship: Building a Sustainable Future for Libraries 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-11:15 AM 
Presenter(s): Sarah Sever, Neuse Regional Libraries; Amber Hargett, Neuse Regional Libraries 
 
Session Name: Understanding First Amendment Rights for Everyday Courage in the Stacks 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM- 11:15 AM 
Presenter(s): MacKenzie Ledley, Pulaski County Public Library; Linda Stevens, Harris County Public Library; Dorcas Hand, 
StudentsNeedLibrariesinHISD; Joyce McIntosh, ALA / Freedom to Read Foundation 
 
Session Name: Wrangling Reservations: Ensuring Equitable Access to Your Library of Things 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-11:15 AM 
Presenter(s): Sarah Steele, St. Louis County Library; Marlee Keeven, St. Louis County Library; Kendall Kidder-Goshorn, 
Chicago Public Library 
 
Session Name: Curiosity in Crisis: Managing Conflict in Growing Uncertainty 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-12:15 PM 
Presenter(s): Emily Davies, Gwinnett County Public Library; Joshua Beasley, Gwinnett County Public Library; Daniela 
Scioscia, Gwinnett County Public Library 
 



Session Name: From Anxiety to Action: Building Stronger Communities and Libraries 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-12:15 PM 
Presenter(s): Jennifer Ferriss, Saratoga Springs Public Library; Lisa Kropp, Lindenhurst Memorial Library; Rebekkah Smith 
Aldrich, Mid-Hudson Library System; Hazel Onsrud, Curtis Memorial Library 
 
Session Name: Leading Neurodiversity-Inclusive Libraries: Empowering Staff to Thrive 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-12:15 PM 
Presenter(s): Bre Patton, Deschutes Public Library 
 
Session Name: How To Bring Nature to Your Library 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 10:30 AM-10:50 AM 
Presenter(s): Jennifer Peters, Austin Public Library; Christina Nelson 
 
Session Name: How To Create a Library Style Guide 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 11:00 AM-11:20 AM 
Presenter(s): Jamie Kallestad 
 
Session Name: Read Now! Independent Publishers Present the Best Children’s Books of 2026 (Book Buzz Stage) 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 11:00 AM-11:30 AM 
 
Session Name: Beyond ESL Classes: Serving Adult English Language Learners 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Jessica Curtis, Westerville Public Library 
 
Session Name: Faith for Libraries: How Library Workers and Faith Communities Can Advocate for the Freedom to Read 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Sam Helmick, Iowa City Public Library; Amelia Alred, American Library Association; Rev. Paul Brandeis 
Raushenbush, Interfaith Alliance; Sherry Scheline, Donnelly Public Library 
 
Session Name: Fostering Connections: Building Babies' Brains Across a Community 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Patty Reeber, Gwinnett County Public Library 
 
Session Name: Highway to Hell: The Good Intentions Journey 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Michael Hull, Southeast Oklahoma Library System; Tim Miller, Western Plains Library System; Gail Oehler, 
Southern Oklahoma Library System 
 
Session Name: Jedi Communications Masters: Using the Force to Overcome a Crisis 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Megan Millen, Joliet Public Library; Kelly Rohder-Tonelli, Joliet Junior College 
 
Session Name: Masters of Mystery: Five Authors Speak About Crafting Thrilling Narratives 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Lainey Mays, HarperCollins Publishers 
 
  



Session Name: Reading Railroad: 250 Black Men as Reading Conductors 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Karlos Marshall, Dayton Metro Library; Robert Owens M.Ed., Dayton Metro Library 
 
Session Name: Rooted in Inclusion: All Abilities STEAM Learning with Community Gardening 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Vidhya Jagannathan, Cobb County Public Library; Kristin Gwin, Cobb County Public Library 
 
Session Name: Unleash Your Genius: Building Inclusive and Impactful Employee Development 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Kelly Sitzman, Pioneer Library System; Alisa Green, Pioneer Library System; Lisa Wells, Pioneer Library System 
 
Session Name: How To Strengthen Collection Discovery with Next-Generation Catalog Tools 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 12:00 PM-12:20 PM 
Presenter(s): Kellie Leming, Ingram; Courtney Seitz, Ingram 
 
Session Name: How To Build a Bike Maintenance Clinic at Your Library 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 12:30 PM-12:50 PM 
Presenter(s): Phillip Windsor, Richland Library 
 
Session Name: Author Lunch with Ann Patchett & Kate DiCamillo ($) 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 12:30 PM-1:45 PM 
 
Session Name: How To Survive and Thrive in the Politics of Library Leadership 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 1:00 PM-1:20 PM 
Presenter(s): Maureen Hartman 
 
Session Name: Mini-Mentoring 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 1:00 PM-3:00 PM 
 
Session Name: How To Amplify Local Voices with a Library Listening Booth 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 1:30 PM-1:50 PM 
Presenter(s): Natalie Hauff, Charleston County Public Library 
 
Session Name: How To Host an Ongoing Cat Adoption Space in Your Library 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 2:00 PM-2:20 PM 
Presenter(s): Sarita Asawa; Misty Teasdale, Public Library of Steubenville and Jefferson County 
 
Session Name: Read Now! Independent Publishers Present the Best Adult Books of 2026 (Book Buzz Stage) 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 2:00 PM-2:30 PM 
 
Session Name: Advocacy in Times of Adverse Legislation: Examples from Iowa & South Dakota 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 2:00 PM-3:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Sarah Jones-Lutter, Redfield Carnegie Library; Deborah Doyle, United for Libraries; Charity Tyler, Cedar Rapids 
Public Library Foundation 
 



Session Name: Book Buzz: Presented by Booklist 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 2:00 PM-3:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Grace Rosean, Booklist; Donna Seaman, Booklist 
 
Session Name: Building a Public Library Foundation from Scratch 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 2:00 PM-3:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Jonna Ward, Library Support Network; Paula Sakey, Boston Public Library Fund; David Leonard, Boston Public 
Library 
 
Session Name: Easy as ABCDEF: Building a Co-creative, Asset-Based Culture 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 2:00 PM-3:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Kelly Clark, Howard County Library System; Audrey Barbakoff, Co/lab Capacity LLC; Stevia Morales, Howard 
County Library System 
 
Session Name: Fostering an Inspiring Environment for Neurodivergent Employees 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 2:00 PM-3:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Kate Thompson, West Des Moines Public Library 
 
Session Name: Libraries as Launchpads: Helping with the Next Steps in Education 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 2:00 PM-3:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Erin MacFarlane, Phoenix Public Library; Judy Reno, Phoenix Public Library; Lorena Mejia, Phoenix Public Library 
 
Session Name: MHOT or Not: A Materials Handling Operations Team for Libraries 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 2:00 PM-3:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Karen Wickwire, Johnson County Library; Abby Minard, Johnson County Library 
 
Session Name: Redesigning Rules to Reflect Library Values 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 2:00 PM-3:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Valerie Wonder, The Seattle Public Library; Micah Scheff, The Seattle Public Library; Richard Counsil, The Seattle 
Public Library; McCall Olson, Seattle Public Library 
 
Session Name: Rising Together: Igniting Change Through Cohort Mentorship 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 2:00 PM-3:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Molly Meisenheimer, Alameda County Library System; Melissa Santosa, Alameda County Library System; Erika 
Atkins, Alameda County Library; Anika Johnson Crittendon, Alameda County Library 
 
Session Name: Serving Migrants at Ground Zero 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 2:00 PM-3:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Tejas Desai, Queens Public Library; Rosemary Kiladitis, Queens Public Library at Corona; Marco Castillo, 
Queens Public Library; Fatma Ghailan, Queens Public Library; Lauren Comito, Brooklyn Public Library 
 
Session Name: Trust & Verify: Information Accuracy in the Age of SEO, AI, and Algorithms 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 2:00 PM-3:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Nathaniel Burnard, Allen County Public Library 
 
Session Name: How To Grow Partners, Funding for Adult Learning 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 2:30 PM-2:50 PM 



Presenter(s): Carrie Goodall, Ascension Parish Library 
 
Session Name: How To Create Engaging Book Displays That Connect with Your Community 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 3:00 PM-3:20 PM 
Presenter(s): Stacy Lienemann, Waseca-Le Sueur Regional Library System 
 
Session Name: Exhibits Coffee Break 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 3:00 PM-4:00 PM 
 
Session Name: Adult Publishers (Book Buzz Stage) 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 3:00 PM-4:30 PM 
 
Session Name: Mini-Mentoring 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 3:00 PM- 5:00 PM 
 
Session Name: How To Create Effective Community Feedback Tools for Libraries 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 3:30 PM-3:50 PM 
Presenter(s): Emma Daugherty, Suffolk Public Library 
 
Session Name: How To Lead Arts & Crafts Programs (Even If You’re “Not Creative”) 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 4:00 PM-4:20 PM 
Presenter(s): Tisa Ott, Penn Hills Library 
 
Session Name: Beyond Storytime: Community-Building Through Music, Play, and Partnerships 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 4:00 PM-5:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Socorro Pacheco, Downey City Library 
 
Session Name: Boundary Building with Patrons 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 4:00 PM-5:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Kaitlin Matesich, Benzie Shores District Library 
 
Session Name: Designing Accessible and Equitable Library Card Registration Policies 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 4:00 PM-5:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Gabby Fuentes, Tacoma Public Library; Lesley Caldwell, Tacoma Public Library; Megan Albee, Denver Public 
Library 
 
Session Name: How Gen Z Use (and Don't Use) Public Libraries: New Data and Analysis 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 4:00 PM-5:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Kathi Inman Berens, Portland State University; Rachel Noorda, Portland State University 
 
Session Name: Oakland Has Jobs, and So Can You! 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 4:00 PM-5:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Miriam Medow, Oakland Public Library 
 
Session Name: Outcomes and Benchmarks for the Rest of Us 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 4:00 PM-5:00 PM 



Presenter(s): Oscar Gittemeier, San Diego Public Library; Deborah Allman, NYPL 
 
Session Name: Pride Plus: Your Library as a Year-round Sanctuary for LGBTQIA+ Folks 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 4:00 PM-5:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Jordan Ostrum, Dayton Metro Library 
 
Session Name: Reentry Starts Here: Building Services for Justice-Impacted People 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 4:00 PM-5:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Miranda Gibson, St. Louis County Library; Megan Phifer-Davis, St. Louis County Library 
 
Session Name: Trustees as Advocates: A Strategy Sharing Session 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 4:00 PM-5:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Meghan Huppuch, Ossining Public Library; Karen LaRocca-Fels; Shannon Crawford Barniskis, UKY School of 
Information Science; Mallory Marinaro 
 
Session Name: Utilizing a Book Subscription Program to Service a Rural Library Network 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 4:00 PM-5:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Patrick Deering, Brodart; Cassandra Thompson, Illinois Heartland Library System 
 
Session Name: Wake Up! It's 1984 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 4:00 PM-5:00 PM 
Presenter(s): Betsy Gomez, Banned Books Week Coalition; Eric Stroshane, American Library Association 
 
Session Name: How To Play ʻUkulele for Library Programs (No Experience Required) *Encore presentation* 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 4:30 PM-4:50 PM 
Presenter(s): Rose Oyamot, Saint Paul Public Library 
 
Session Name: Conference Happy Hour 
Date: 4/2/2026 
Time: 5:00 PM-6:30 PM 
 
Session Name: Advocacy Strategies for Getting Things Done 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 8:00 AM-9:00 AM 
Presenter(s): Lisa Wells, Pioneer Library System; Amanda Kordeliski, Norman Public Schools; Tim Miller, Western Plains 
Library System; Gail Oehler, Southern Oklahoma Library System; Kelly Sitzman, Pioneer Library System 
 
Session Name: Building Inclusive Programming for Youth with Disabilities 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 8:00 AM-9:00 AM 
Presenter(s): Annaliese Melvin, DC Public Libraries; Claire Fogarty, DC Public Library 
 
Session Name: Coaching as a Tool to Manage Large-Scale Change 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 8:00 AM-9:00 AM 
Presenter(s): Lizette Suxo; Kim Zablud, Advancing with Purpose; Laura Marlane, Omaha Public Library; Stacy Lickteig, Omaha 
Public Library 
 
Session Name: e-Obsessed: Manage Resources, Expectations, and Demand for Libby Lovers 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 8:00 AM-9:00 AM 



Presenter(s): Sarah Hawkins, Anoka County Library; Maria Fesz, OverDrive, Inc.; Olivia Hedlund, Anoka County Library; Stacey 
Lunsford, Traverse des Sioux Library System 
 
Session Name: Heritage Ambassadors: Building Community with Artists and Libraries 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 8:00 AM-9:00 AM 
Presenter(s): Eva Raison, Brooklyn Public Library; Janel Peterson, Brooklyn Public Library; Adwoa Adusei, Brooklyn Public 
Library 
 
Session Name: Imagine IF: A Game-Based Introduction to Intellectual Freedom 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 8:00 AM-9:00 AM 
Presenter(s): Michelle Reed, Library Futures; Sam Helmick, Iowa City Public Library 
 
Session Name: Libraries Connecting Adults with Intellectual Disabilities to the Community 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 8:00 AM-9:00 AM 
Presenter(s): Sarah Brinkerhoff, Salt Lake County Library Services; Agnes Rita, Murrieta Public Library (City of Murrieta 
 
Session Name: Making Space for Teens at the Library 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 8:00 AM-9:00 AM 
Presenter(s): Jade Parks, Downers Grove Public Library; Athens Moreno, Carol Stream Public Library 
 
Session Name: Navigating Service Dog Access in Libraries 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 8:00 AM-9:00 AM 
Presenter(s): AM Dillon, St Mary's County Library 
 
Session Name: Retaining a Diverse Library Workforce: The You Belong Project 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 8:00 AM-9:00 AM 
Presenter(s): Jennifer Gibson, St. Louis County Library; April Roy, Kansas City Public Library; Charlene Oldham, Jefferson 
County Library 
 
Session Name: Exhibits Coffee Break 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 9:00 AM-10:00 AM 
 
Session Name: Adult Publishers (Book Buzz Stage) 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 9:00 AM-10:30 AM 
 
Session Name: Mini-Mentoring 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 9:00 AM-11:00 AM 
 
Session Name: Career Fair 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 9:00 AM-2:00 PM 
 
Session Name: How To Build a Canva Learning Program That Works for Your Community 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 9:30 AM-9:50 AM 
Presenter(s): Phillip Windsor, Richland Library 
 
  



Session Name: How To Use IMLS’s Library Data Tools 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 10:00 AM-10:20 AM 
Presenter(s): Marisa Pelczar, Institute of Museum and Library Services 
 
Session Name: Black Men in Libraries: Our History, Our Heroes, and Our Horizon 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-11:15 AM 
Presenter(s): Karlos Marshall, Dayton Metro Library; Kelvin Watson, Las Vegas Clark County Library District; Richard Ashby, 
Sharon Hill Public Library; Omar Chapman, Bessemer Public Library; Paul Bazile, North Miami Public Library 
 
Session Name: Creating Library Safety Through Partnerships, Planning, and Training 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-11:15 AM 
Presenter(s): Sydney Mccoy, Boulder Public Library District; Amanda Jones, Loudoun County Public Library; Tim McClelland, 
Boulder Public Library District 
 
Session Name: Leading with Intention: Establishing a Healthy Leadership Culture 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-11:15 AM 
Presenter(s): Richard Kong, Skokie Public Library; Amy Koester, Skokie Public Library; Annabelle Mortensen, Skokie Public 
Library 
 
Session Name: Memory Cafés in Libraries: Creating Meaningful Connections 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-1:15 AM 
Presenter(s): Allan Kleiman, Edison Public Library; Susan McFadden, Co-founder/Volunteer, Fox Valley Memory Project; 
Christine Johnson, Waterford Public Library 
 
Session Name: Milestones Reimagined: Recreating a Public Library Reference Collection 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-11:15 AM 
Presenter(s): Chelsea Couillard-Smith, Hennepin County Library; Kimberly Trinh-Sy, Hennepin County Library; Kelly Wavrin, 
Hennepin County Library 
 
Session Name: Reality Check: The Art of Nonfiction RA 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-11:15 AM 
Presenter(s): Jessica Curtis, Westerville Public Library 
 
Session Name: Smart Training for Tough Moments: A VR/GenAI Tool for Public Library Staff 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-11:15 AM 
Presenter(s): Rachel Williams, University of South Carolina; Catherine Dumas, University at Albany; Reza Jari, University at 
Albany; Michael Nasierowski, University at Albany 
 
Session Name: Transforming Juvenile Justice Through Partnerships 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-11:15 AM 
Presenter(s): Ella Uhler, Cincinnati and Hamilton County Public Library; Emily Mays, Cincinnati and Hamilton County Public 
Library; Dorvon Sweeten, Cincinnati and Hamilton County Public Library 
 
Session Name: Accessibility Adventure: Experience the Possibilities in New Ways 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-12:15 PM 
Presenter(s): Brandy McNeil, The New York Public Library; Chancey Fleet, The New York Public Library; Walter Ferguson, New 
York Public Library 
 



Session Name: Co-conspiring to Build Belonging: Marketing Communications Equity Practices 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-12:15 PM 
Presenter(s): Stacy Opitz, Saint Paul Public Library; Coral Gessner, Saint Paul Public Library 
 
Session Name: Safety Done Right: How Empathy-Driven Culture Can Redefine Libraries 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 10:15 AM-12:15 PM 
Presenter(s): Robert Becker, Charleston County Public Library; Christina Johnson, Charleston County Public Library; Laura 
Gramling, Charleston County Public Library 
 
Session Name: How To Build a Teen Newsletter That Actually Gets Read 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 10:30 AM-10:50 AM 
Presenter(s): Kelly Edwards, Bexley Public Library 
 
Session Name: How To Create a Thriving Musical Instrument Lending Program 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 11:00 AM-11:20 AM 
Presenter(s): Perry Genovesi 
 
Session Name: Read Now! Independent Publishers Present the Best Children’s Books of 2026 (Book Buzz Stage) 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 11:00 AM-11:30 AM 
 
Session Name: How To De-Escalate Tough Moments: Practical Tools for Library Staff 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 11:30 AM-11:50 AM 
Presenter(s): Taylor Atkinson, Union County Library System 
 
Session Name: Read Now! Independent Publishers Present the Best Adult Books of 2026 (Book Buzz Stage) 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:15 PM 
 
Session Name: The Revolution Will Not Be Alphabetized: Good Trouble in Libraries 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Allyson Malik, Oak Bluffs Public Library; Clayton Cheever, Morrill Memorial Library 
 
Session Name: All Under One Roof: Designing Services for Collective Impact 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Slaven Lee, Missoula Public Library; Traci Lesneski, MSR Design; Alex Sobin, spectrUM Discovery Area; Selya 
Avila, Missoula Public Library 
 
Session Name: Crossover Appeal: Books that Work for Teens and Adults 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Marissa Meyer; Randy Ribay; Emiko Jean; Michelle Jabès Corpora; Mary Van Akin, Macmillan Children's 
Publishing Group 
 
Session Name: Empowering Libraries to Support Caregivers 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Carolyn Martin, Network of the National Library of Medicine, Region 5; George Strawley, Network of the National 
Library of Medicine / University of Utah; Bennie Finch, Network of the National Library of Medicine, Region 7 
 
  



Session Name: From Prompt to Productivity: Build AI Agents to Boost Program Engagement 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Arnessa Dowell 
 
Session Name: Responding to ICE at the Library: Real World Approaches 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Scott Duimstra, Hennepin County Library; Kimberly Knight, Virginia Beach Public Library; Jocelyne Sansing, 
Middleton Public Library 
 
Session Name: Strategic Planning: A Roadmap for Libraries of Any Size 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Cheyenne Chontos, Harrisburg Community Library; Sarah Jones-Lutter, Redfield Carnegie Library 
 
Session Name: Writing the Story: Collaboration & Local Voice to Mark America’s 250th 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Megan Murray Cusick, On Cue Strategies; Jesse Simms, Mesa Public Library; Joseph Thompson, Carroll County 
Public Library; Lisa Varga, American Library Association; Katelyn Coyne, The Indianapolis Public Library 
 
Session Name: You've Gotta Break a Few Eggs: The Case for Making a Mess 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Presenter(s): Heather Thompson, Kenosha Public Library; Shawn Wolf, Kenosha Public Library 
 
Session Name: How To Assess Indie Titles Quickly and Fairly: A Practical Selector’s Guide 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 12:00 PM-12:20 PM 
Presenter(s): Beth Reinker, Ingram Library Services; Ann Lehue, Ingram Library Services 
 
Session Name: How To Plan an Escape Room for Teens 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 12:30 PM-12:50 PM 
Presenter(s): Cat Sebright 
 
Session Name: Author Lunch with Colson Whitehead ($) 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 12:30 PM-1:45 PM 
 
Session Name: Children’s & Young Adult Publishers (Book Buzz Stage) 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 12:30 PM-2:00 PM 
 
Session Name: How To Be a Better Boss Using Leadership Theory 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 1:00 PM-1:20 PM 
Presenter(s): Jordan Gloyd, Saint Paul Public Library 
 
Session Name: How To Teach Tech to Adults Who Swear They’re “Bad at Technology” 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 1:30 PM-1:50 PM 
Presenter(s): Steve Alcalde, Rogers Memorial Library 
 
Session Name: Exhibits Closing Reception 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 1:30 PM-2:00 PM 



 
Session Name: Activating Leaders and Cultivating Your Team 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 2:15 PM-3:15 PM 
Presenter(s): Cristy Moran; Kieran Hixon, Colorado State Library 
 
Session Name: Adventures in Customer Relationship Management 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 2:15 PM-3:15 PM 
Presenter(s): Kristina Darnell, The Seattle Public Library; David Christensen, The Seattle Public Library; Liz Wurster, Seattle 
Public Library 
 
Session Name: AI with Heart: Serving People in a Digital Age 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 2:15 PM-3:15 PM 
Presenter(s): Morgan Hanks, Kent District Library; Jaci Cooper, Kent District Library 
 
Session Name: Boost Skills for All with DigitalLearn.org Reboot Resources 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 2:15 PM-3:15 PM 
Presenter(s): Witt Salley, Montgomery County Public Libraries; Michelle Frisque, Michelle Frisque Consulting Group, LLC; 
Kate Lapinski, Chicago Public Library 
 
Session Name: Gateway to Reading: Boosting Literacy with Resource Kits and Workshops 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 2:15 PM-3:15 PM 
Presenter(s): Laura Polak, St. Louis County Library; Kristen Sorth, St. Louis County Library; Nicole Clawson, St. Louis County 
Library; Meredith Murray, Booksource 
 
Session Name: Mobile Library vs. Library Deserts and Underserved Populations 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 2:15 PM-3:15 PM 
Presenter(s): Linda Bowman, Kansas City Kansas Public Library; Rebekah Wagner, Kansas City Kansas Public Library 
 
Session Name: Responding to Multilingual Patron Needs in an Overseas Military Library 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 2:15 PM-3:15 PM 
Presenter(s): Estefania Eiquihua, USAG Italy Vicenza Library; Caralyn Champa, USAG Italy Vicenza Library 
 
Session Name: Sensory Adventures: Creating Inclusive Library Experiences on Any Budget 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 2:15 PM-3:15 PM 
Presenter(s): Kerri Copus, Montgomery-Floyd Regional Library; Beth Newman, Blacksburg Library 
 
Session Name: Stronger Together: Building Advocacy Networks with ALA's Ecosystem Toolkit 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 2:15 PM-3:15 PM 
Presenter(s): Nanette Donohue, Champaign Public Library; Matthew Tessmer, Albert Lea Public Library; Amanda Sand, Library 
Leverage; Naphtali Faris, Kansas City Art Institute 
 
Session Name: The Conflict Is Real: Library, Friends, and Foundation 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 2:15 PM-3:15 PM 
Presenter(s): Rachel Heine, Columbus Metropolitan Library; Kristin Sutton, Columbus Metropolitan Library; Donna 
Zuiderweg, Columbus Metropolitan Library 
 
  



Session Name: Closing Session with Chef Sean Sherman 
Date: 4/3/2026 
Time: 3:30 PM-4:30 PM 
 


