Instructions for Reviewers: Reviewing Program Reports
for the Preparation of School Librarians

As areviewer, you serve as a member of a Review Team for each program that submits a Program
Report. Typically, this team consists of a lead reviewer and two additional reviewers. Lead
reviewers serve as a point of contact for each review team, coordinate communication, and
schedule team meetings. Each team member will individually complete a Recognition Report and
then meet together as ateam to determine the decision and finalize the team Recognition Report.
The Team Recognition Report is submitted by the Team Lead. Recognition Reports will be reviewed
by an Audit Team who will make the final determination.

Program Reports take two forms: Renewal/Initial Submission and Response to Conditions.
Programs seeking National Recognition for the first time or continuation of their National
Recognition will submit a Program Report for the Preparation of School Librarians American Library
Association/American Association of School Librarians (ALA/AASL). Programs that have received a
Nationally Recognized with Conditions decision will submit a Response to Conditions Program
Report.

Choose the type of report you are reviewing below to be directed to the correct set of instructions:
1. Instructions for Initial Submission Program Reports

2. Instructions for Renewal Submission Program Reports

3. Instructions for Renewal with Conditions Submission Program Reports

INSTRUCTIONS FOR REVIEWING INITIAL SUBMISSION
PROGRAM REPORTS

These instructions apply to programs submitting for the first time or programs whose National
Recognition status has lapsed.

Review the submitted Program Report for the Preparation of School Librarians and complete the
Recognition Report indicating Met or Not Met and providing reviewer comments for each criteria on
the Evaluation Checklist. Indicate one of two possible report decisions. Each of these is defined
below.

Decision Option 1 - National Recognition: Sufficient evidence was provided to demonstrate
candidate mastery of all five standards, and all sections of the report were completed satisfactorily
according to the ALA/AASL Evaluation of School Librarian Preparation Programs. Nationally
recognized programs are listed on the ALA website.
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The review team may offer a few suggestions for the program, but the process ends here. The
program is Nationally Recognized. Please be sure to include strengths.

Decision Option 2 - Further Development Required (Not Nationally Recognized): Sufficient
evidence was not provided to demonstrate candidate mastery of the five standards, and/or not all
sections of the report were completed satisfactorily according to the ALA/AASL Evaluation of
School Librarian Preparation Programs. This decision may be based on one or more of the following
findings:

e Sufficient data were not submitted to determine if standards were met. For example, there
may not have been enough cycles collected, the data may not have been analyzed, or the
report may not indicate that data were used to improve the program.

e Assessments were not rigorous enough or did not represent activities that show mastery of
standard components.

e Incorrect or no alignment of standards and components were evident in candidate
assessment rubrics. For example, the standards and components were not tagged in the
candidate assessment rubric(s).

e Impacton learning was not demonstrated through a PK-12 lesson that was planned, taught,
and assessed.

e One or more of the five standards were not met.

The program will need to submit a new program report. They may submit once each year, up to
three submissions. If the program has not earned National Recognition at this time, they must
pause submissions for two years. Please be sure to include strengths. Provide specific feedback
regarding what the program needs to do to improve.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR REVIEWING RENEWAL SUBMISSION
PROGRAM REPORTS

These instructions apply to programs that are currently Nationally Recognized.

Review the submitted Program Report for the Preparation of School Librarians and complete the
Recognition Report, indicating Met or Not Met and providing reviewer comments for each criterion
on the Evaluation Checklist. Indicate one of two possible report decisions. Each of these is defined
below.

Decision Option 1- National Recognition: Sufficient evidence was provided to demonstrate
candidate mastery of all five standards, and all sections of the report were completed satisfactorily
according to the ALA/AASL Evaluation of School Librarian Preparation Programs. Nationally
recognized programs are listed on the ALA website.

June 1, 2026 Page 2 of 5



The review team may offer a few suggestions for the program, but the process ends here. The
program is Nationally Recognized. Please be sure to include strengths.

Decision Option 2 - Nationally Recognized with Conditions: Sufficient evidence was not
provided to demonstrate candidate mastery of the five standards, and/or not all sections of the
report were completed satisfactorily according to the ALA/AASL Evaluation of School Librarian
Preparation Programs. This decision may be based on one or more of the following findings:

e Sufficient data were not submitted to determine if standards were met. For example, there
may not have been enough cycles collected, the data may not have been analyzed, or the
report may not indicate that data were used to improve the program.

e Assessments were not rigorous enough or did not represent activities that show mastery of
standard components.

e Incorrect or no alignment of standards and components were evident in candidate
assessment rubrics. For example, the standards and components were not tagged in the
candidate assessment rubric(s).

e Impacton learning was not demonstrated through a PK-12 lesson that was planned, taught,
and assessed.

e One or more of the five standards were not met.

List the conditions that must be met in the next submission. The report writer will only address the
conditions. The complete report does not need to be resubmitted.

The program will have two years after the first decision to attain National Recognition. Only one
cycle of data is required for resubmissions. The reviewer only considers how the conditions are met
or not met. If the program does not successfully meet the conditions after two years, the program
status will be changed to Not Nationally Recognized. Please be sure to include strengths.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR REVIEWING RESPONSE TO CONDITIONS
PROGRAM REPORTS

Review the submitted Response to Conditions Program Report for the Preparation of School
Librarians and complete the Response to Conditions Recognition Report, indicating Met or Not Met
and providing reviewer comments for each condition. All conditions as stated in the first report
must be met before awarding National Recognition. Reviewers may not add additional
conditions in the subsequent reports. Indicate one of three possible report decisions. Each of
these is defined below.

Decision Option 1- National Recognition: Sufficient evidence was provided to demonstrate
candidate mastery of all five standards, and all sections of the report were completed satisfactorily
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according to the AASL Evaluation of School Librarian Preparation Programs. Nationally recognized
programs are listed on the ALA website.

The review team may offer a few suggestions for the program, but the process ends here. The
program is Nationally Recognized. Please be sure to include strengths.

Decision Option 2 - Nationally Recognized with Conditions: Sufficient evidence was not
provided to demonstrate candidate mastery of the five standards, and/or not all sections of the
report were completed satisfactorily according to the AASL Evaluation of School Librarian
Preparation Programs. This decision may be based on one or more of the following findings:

o Sufficient data were not submitted to determine if standards were met. For example, there
may not have been enough cycles collected, the data may not have been analyzed, or the
report may not indicate that data were used to improve the program.

e Assessments were not rigorous enough or did not represent activities that show mastery of
standard components.

e |ncorrect or no alignment of standards and components were evident in candidate
assessment rubrics. For example, the standards and components were not tagged in the
candidate assessment rubric(s).

e Impact on learning was not demonstrated through a PK-12 lesson that was planned, taught,
and assessed.

e One or more of the five standards were not met.

List the remaining conditions that must be met in the next submission. The report writer will only
address the conditions. The complete report does not need to be resubmitted.

The program will have two years after the first decision to attain National Recognition. Only one
cycle of data is required for resubmissions. The reviewer only considers how the conditions are met
or not met. If the program does not successfully meet the conditions after two years, the program
status will be changed to Not Nationally Recognized. Please be sure to include strengths.

Decision Option 3 - Not Nationally Recognized: If the program is unsuccessful after two years,
the program status will be changed to Not Nationally Recognized. This decision appliesto a
program that has not met ALA/AASL criteria for National Recognition within the designated
timeframe. The program can choose to continue to seek National Recognition, but a new program
report including two cycles of data must be submitted.
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PROGRAM REVIEW TIMELINE FOR SUBMISSIONS

ALA

Dates for Dates for

Action Spring Submission Fall Submission
Notification to ALA/AASL of intentto |March 1 September 1
submit
Program report submitted March 15 September 15
Program report to review team March 30 September 30
Recognition report to ALA from review | April 30 October 31
team
Recognition report to ALA from audit |May 31 November 30
team
Recognition report to program from |June 15 December 15

Response to Conditions
Resubmission opportunity #1

September 15
(15 months out)

March 15
(15 months out)

Response to Conditions
Resubmission opportunity #2

September 15
(27 months out)

March 15
(27 months out)

For example: if a program receives their Recognition Report from ALA on June 15, 2026, and the
decision is Nationally Recognized with Conditions, resubmission opportunities would be
September 15, 2027, or September 15, 2028. If a program receives their Recognition Report from
ALA on December 15, 2026, and the decision is Nationally Recognized with Conditions,
resubmission opportunities would be on March 15, 2028, or March 15, 2029.
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