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About the Coretta Scott King
Book Awards

The 2026 Coretta Scott King Book Award
Discussion Guide was prepared by the
Coretta Scott King Book Awards jury:.

Dr. Sujin Huggins, Chair Dr. Emma K. McNamara
Yolanda Foster Bolden  Kristen Schmidt

Ali Jamal Boyd Christina Vortia

Angela Durham

The discussion guide has been developed to encompass state and
school standards. These standards apply equally to students from all
linguistic and cultural backgrounds. Students will demonstrate their
proficiency, skills, and knowledge of subject matter in accordance with
national and state standards.

AWARD SEAL

The Coretta Scott King Book Awards seal was designed by artist Lev
Mills in 1974. The symbolism of the seal reflects both Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.'s philosophy and the award's ideals.

The basic circle represents continui-
ty in movement, revolving from one
idea to another. Within the image is
an African American child reading a
book. The five main religious sym-
bols below the image of the child
represent nonsectarianism. The su-
perimposed pyramid symbolizes
both strength and Atlanta Universi-
ty, the award's headquarters when
the seal was designed. At the apex
of the pyramid is a dove, symbolic of
peace. The rays shine toward peace
and brotherhood.

The Coretta Scott King Book Awards seal image and award name are solely and exclusively owned
by the American Library Association. The discussion/study guide has been generously provided
by Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, a division of Hachette Book Group.

© Hlustrations by Godwin Akpan 2025



The Coretta Scott King Book Awards
A LIVING LEGEND

The Coretta Scott King Book Awards have grown since their concep-
tion in the late 1960s. At a dinner gala of the New Jersey Library Associ-
ation in May 1970, Lillie Patterson was honored for her biography Martin
Luther King, Jr.: Man of Peace. In 1972, the first Coretta Scott King Book
Awards breakfast was held at an ALA conference site. Official affiliation
with the Social Responsibilities Round Table (SRRT) came in 1980, and
in 1982, the American Library Association recognized the Coretta Scott
King Book Award as an association award. During the 2003 ALA Mid-
winter meeting, the Coretta Scott King Task Force joined the Ethnic
and Multicultural Information Exchange Round Table (EMIERT). The
affiliation with EMIERT gave the group a new name: the Coretta Scott
King Book Awards Committee. In the fall of 2022, the award committee
became an American Library Association Round Table and an official
unit of ALA governance. Success of the committee can be attributed to
the work of tireless volunteers and visionary founders. For a more com-
plete history, consult The Coretta Scott King Awards Book: From Vision
to Reality, edited by Henrietta M. Smith, American Library Association,
1994; and The Coretta Scott King Awards: 1970-2009, Fourth Edition, by
Henrietta M. Smith, American Library Association, 2009.

For more than fifty years, books by African American writers and
artists have been honored by receiving the Coretta Scott King Book
Award. Given to African American authors and illustrators for outstand-
ing inspirational and educational contributions, the Coretta Scott King
Book Award titles promote understanding and appreciation of the cul-
ture of all peoples and their contribution to the realization of the Amer-
ican dream of a pluralistic society. The award is designed to commem-
orate the life and works of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and to honor Mrs.
Coretta Scott King for her courage and determination to continue the
work for peace and world brotherhood.

This discussion guide is dedicated to those teachers, parents, librarians,
booksellers, and caregivers who are committed to enriching the lives
of children and young adults through quality literature. Among their
many other functions, book awards provide a simple means for casual
browsers in bookstores, libraries, and schools to find material that is
engaging, well-crafted, and satisfying both emotionally and intellec-
tually. The Coretta Scott King Book Awards particularly introduce the
best in African American literature to all children. The award now grac-
es dozens of titles, from picture books for the smallest children to nov-
els and nonfiction for teenagers. In this guide, we have examined some
of these titles from different angles and perspectives.




2026 CORETTA SCOTT
KING AUTHOR
AWARD WINNER

WILL'S RACE FOR HOME
Written by Jewell Parker
Rhodes

Published by Little, Brown Books for
Young Readers, a division of Hachette
Book Group, Inc.

NEW YORK TIMES RESTSELLING KUTHOR OF GHOST BOYS

JEWELL PARKER RHODES

In 1889, Will Samuel and his father, George, travel on a perilous journey
for freedom from sharecropping in Texas. Their journey to participate
in the Oklahoma Land Rush is filled with action, bandits, brutal racism
and danger along the way. On their journey, they meet a courageous
Union soldier who helps Will transition from boyhood to manhood on
his quest to secure the free land for his family. This fiction story set in
the American West recounts the Exodusters’ pursuit for economic free-
dom through land ownership.

ACTIVITIES AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Will and his family were sharecroppers before they embarked on the
journey to Oklahoma. Go to the librarian at your school and/for public
library for help to find out more about this part of African American
history.

2. The journey made by Will, his father, and Cesar was quite perilous.

Which aspect of their journey stood out to you the most and why?

3. Will demonstrates determination and resilience throughout the book.
What are ways that you have set a goal for yourself and set out to
achieve it?

4. Will's mother knew that reading was an important skill, but most for-
mer slaves could not read. If you could not read, how would your life
and daily activities be changed?

RELATED CSK TITLES:

- Bad News for Outlaws: The Remarkable Life of Bass Reeves, Deputy
U.S. Marshal written by Vaunda Michaeux Nelson, iilustrated by R. Greg-
ory Christie, and published by Carolrhoda Books, a division of Lerner
Publishing Group, Inc.

- Freewater written by Amina Lugman-Dawson, and published by JIIMMY
Patterson/Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, a division of Hachette
Book Group, Inc..

- Unspeakable: The Tulsa Race Massacre written by Carole Boston
Weatherford, and illustrated by Floyd Cooper, and published by
Carolrhoda Books, an imprint of Lerner Publishing Group Inc.
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A young boy and his family move from their farm to town for more
opportunities. There, his new friends introduce him to a segregated
library, where he avidly checks books out. When he finds that his father
cannot read, he learns the importance of sharing gifts and strengths
with others.

ACTIVITIES AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. This book begins with the family moving from rural North Carolina to
a busier town in search of better jobs. This is often referred to as the
Great Migration. What are some reasons why Black Americans could
not live in rural areas anymore? Why was the Great Migration a turning
point in US history?

2. This book contains a lengthy Author's Note at the end. Consider the
difference in style and tone between the story and the Author’s Note.
What information did Ramsey include in the story that he did not
mention in the Author's Note? What information did Ramsey include
in the Author’s Note that he left out of the story? Why might he have
made these artistic decisions?

3. lllustrators select the shades of colors that they use in their illustra-
tions for specific reasons. What shades of colors did Christie use in this
book? What do you think his intended messages are by using these
specific shades?

4. Ramsey focuses on sharing books with loved ones. The protagonist in
this book, a boy named Junior, learns about books in the library from
his friends, and he shares titles with his father. What are some of your
favorite books that you learned about because a loved one shared it
with you?

RELATED CSK TITLES:

- Carver: A Life in Poems written by Marilyn Nelson and published by
Wordsong, an imprint of Astra Publishing House.

- The Great Migration: Journey to the North written by Eloise Greenfield,
illustrated by Jan Spivey Gilchrist and published by Amistad, an imprint
of HarperCollins Publishers.

- What Is Given from the Heart written by Patricia C. McKissack,
illustrated by April Harrison and published by Schwartz & Wade Books,
an imprint of Random House Children’s Books, a division of Penguin
Random House LLC.

2026 CORETTA SCOTT
KING ILLUSTRATOR
AWARD WINNER

2026 CORETTA SCOTT
KING AUTHOR HONOR

THE LIBRARY IN THE
WOODS (Author Honor
and lllustrator Winner)
lllustrated by

R. Gregory Christie
Written by

Calvin Alexander Ramsey

Published by Carolrhoda Books, an imprint
of Lerner Publishing Group, Inc.




2026

JOHN STEPTOE
AWARD FOR

NEW TALENT
(AUTHOR WINNER)

UNDER THE NEON LIGHTS
Written by Arriel Vinson

Published by G.P. Putnam's Sons Books
for Young Readers, an imprint of Penguin
Young Readers, a division of Penguin
Random House LLC
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Under the Neon Lights is a coming-of-age story based on the sheer joy
and community built and expressed through skating at the local roller
rink in a predominantly Black Indianapolis neighborhood. As the area
faces gentrification, sixteen-year-old Jaelyn reflects on the loss of this
significant community space while navigating a strained relationship
with her father, a changing friendship, and young love.

ACTIVITIES AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Gentrification is a significant theme in the book. What are examples of
the tangible and intangible ways in which this impacts the community
beyond the physical closing of WestSide Roll?

2. Rolier rinks have been an historical community place where the “rites
of passages” of the novice to experienced skaters, dates, friends and
families have converged. Do you have similar spaces in your communi-
ty. If yes, what are they and how have they impacted your life.

3. The free verse form of the novel shifts according to Jae’'s mood, activ-
ity, interactions, etc. What are your favorite examples of this? Can you
create a free verse piece that captures a range of feelings/thoughts in a
similar pattern.

RELATED CSK TITLES:

- There Goes the Neighborhood written by Jade Adia and published
by Disney Hyperion.

- The Sun is Also a Star written by Nicola Yoon and published by
Delacorte Press, an imprint of Random House Children's Books,
a division of Penguin Random House LLC.

- Piecing Me Together written by Renée Watson and published by
Bloomsbury Children’s Books.




WE STARD WITH YHE ONES WHO CAME BEFGRE US

MARIE ARNOLD

Fifteen-year-old Lala Russell, a gifted cellist, has inherited her grand-
mother Sadie’s gift of foresight. She has visions of the future—and they
always come true. In one, a Black boy is shot in the chest by a white
homeowner. Now Lala has a mission: find the boy and save him.

ACTIVITIES AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. What do you think about Lala's resistance to the Black Girl Magic label
and responsibility to act?

2. What are some of the challenges facing young Black women today
that might influence Lala's dreams of escaping her small, sundown
town?

3. Split the Sky character Lala struggles with “flashes” in the book. Flash-
es are a magical realism element created by Arnold. Do you think this
element was effective in exploring Lala’s moral dilemma? Why/why
not?

4, Avery snaps at Tallulah Oliver, Jade's stepmom, in their home. Do you
think her actions were warranted? How could she have handled her
anger differently?

5. Lala’s dilemma—save one life or allow a movement to grow through
tragedy—is deeply thought-provoking. Can or should one life be sacri-
ficed to save many? Elaborate using real-life examples from history.

6. How would you respond if given this ancestral gift?

RELATED CSK TITLES:

- How It Went Down written by Kekla Magoon, and published by Henry
Holt and Company, LLC.

- Nigeria Jones written by Ibi Zoboi, and published by Balzer + Bray,
an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers.

- The Hate U Give written by Angie Thomas and published by
Balzer + Bray, an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers.

2026
CORETTA SCOTT KING
AUTHOR HONOR

SPLIT THE SKY
Written by Marie Arnold

Published by Little, Brown Books for
Young Readers, a division of
Hachette Book Group, inc.




2026
CORETTA SCOTT KING
AUTHOR HONOR

THE INCREDIBLY HUMAN
HENSON BLAYZE
Written by Derrick Barnes

Published by Viking Children's Books,
an imprint of Penguin Young Readers, a
division of Penguin Random House LLC

Thirteen-year-old Henson Blayze is a football phenom who is set to
play for the high school team in his hometown of Great Mountain,
Mississippi. The town is excited to support him and enjoy the benefits
of being entertained by an “elite Black athlete” and the fame that
brings to their town. When his friend, Menkah, becomes a victim of
injustice, he takes a stand that enrages the community and forces him
to consider what truly matters.

ACTIVITIES AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. In the Author’s Note, Derrick Barnes asserts that The Incredibly Human

Henson Blayze is “a story about..America's strange obsession with

the Black body: for labor and for entertainment.” Identify and discuss
exampiles of this in the book, in your own community and in the wider
U.S. society.

2. Compare and contrast the attitudes of the different characters named
in the book to Henson's decisions about playing football. Which one
resonates the most and least with you and why?

3. The character Frieda St. Louis engages in activism to fight injustice
throughout the book. What are some of the ways that she does so
and what are ways in which you can do the same in your school and
community.

4. There are stories within the iarger story that provide the history of the
town and of Henson's family. Why were these stories important to
the plot? What are some of the stories about your family and your
community that have been told to you?

RELATED CSK TITLES:

- Before the Ever After written by Jacqueline Woodson, and published by
Nancy Paulsen Books, an imprint of Penguin Young Readers, a division
of Penguin Random House LLC.

- Darius & Twig written by Waiter Dean Myers, and published by Amistad,
an imprint of HarperCollins Publisher.

- Hoodoo written by Ronald L. Smith and published by Clarion Books,
an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers,
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FAIRY TALE

2026
| CORETTA SCOTT KING
ILLUSTRATOR HONOR

ANDRE: ANDRE LEON
TALLEY—A FABULOUSLY
FASHIONABLE

FAIRY TALE

lHlustrated by

Lamont O'Neal

Published by Henry Holt and Company,
a trademark of Macmillan Publishing
Croup, LLC




2026
CORETTA SCOTT KING
ILLUSTRATOR HONOR

CITY SUMMER,
COUNTRY SUMMER
lllustrated by
Alexis Franklin

Published by Kokila, an imprint of
Penguin Young Readers, a division of
Penguin Random House LLC
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KADIR NELSON was born in 1974. At a young age, Nelson
demonstrated artistic talent and was nurtured by a fami-
ly that recognized and supported his creative gifts. He was
deeply influenced by the visual world around him and drawn
to narratives of history, culture, and identity. These early ex-
periences molded him into one of the most celebrated art-
ists of our time. After earning his BFA from Pratt Institute,
Nelson's career took off. He was selected by DreamWorks
Pictures to create conceptual artwork for Steven Spielberg’s
film Amistad and later for the animated feature Spirit: Stal-
lion of the Cimarron. This opportunity marked the beginning
of a remarkable artistic journey defined by a focus on heroic
subjects, historical storytelling, and the power of illustrative
works.

Over the course of his career, Nelson has created artwork for
an extensive list of prestigious clients, including HBO, Rolling
Stone, National Geographic, Disney, ABC, the television se-
ries Blackish, and Sony Music.

Nelson is also an accomplished author whose children’s
books have reached millions of readers globally. He has over
30 titles in print, including bestselling works such as We Are
the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball, Heart and
Soul: The Story of America and African Americans, and Bas-
ket Ball: The Story of the All-American Game. His collabora-
tors include Debbie Allen, Will Smith, Spike and Tonya Lee,
and Delores Jordan, and many of his books have received top
literary honors. In 2020, he was awarded both the Caldecott
Medal and the Coretta Scott King lllustrator Award for The
Undefeated, written by Kwame Alexander. Throughout his
career, Nelson has received numerous accolades, including
New York Times Best lllustrated Book distinctions, NAACP
Image Awards, the Hamilton King Award, an Olympic Art
Bronze Medal, and extensive recognition from the Society of
Illustrators and the Art Directors Club.

This year, Kadir Nelson is the distinguished recipient of the
Coretta Scott King Book Awards Virginia Hamilton for Life-
time Achievement, an honor that reflects his extraordinary
impact on literature and visual storytelling traditions that
celebrate African American culture. His work continues to
shape the artistic landscape and inspire audiences around
the world. As Nelson himself has said, his work “rests firmly
on the journey of the hero and the collective stories of hu-
manity.”

The VHALA committee would like to extend their gratitude
to Kadir Nelson for his wonderful contribution to children’s
literature and artistry.

2026 CORETTA SCOTT
KING-VIRGINIA
HAMILTON AWARD
FOR LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT

KADIR NELSON
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