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Memorial Resolution Honoring Charles Kratz  

  

Whereas the library community and the American Library Association mourn the loss of 
Charles Kratz, who died on February 7, 2026, at age 74, following a short illness. He 
was a dedicated library leader, thoughtful colleague, and friend.   

Whereas Charles served the University of Scranton as the Dean Emeritus of the Library 
and Information Fluency for 28 years. As Dean, he was instrumental in advocating for 
technology and infrastructure updates to the library. He led the opening of the Harry & 
Jeanette Weinberg Memorial Library in 1992.  

Whereas, under Charles’ leadership, he founded the Friends of the Library, expanded 
the University’s Special Collections, and regularly taught writing to students as an 
integral part of the Writing Center.  

Whereas, his career in librarianship extended beyond the University of Scranton. 
Charles was involved in the Pennsylvania Library Association and the ALA, where he 
served on various committees, including the Executive Board from 2007 to 2010. He 
also held library roles at Notre Dame, Hofstra University, Rider University, and the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City.  

Whereas, Charles was a committed leader, enthusiastic about supporting faculty and 
students, as well as his ALA colleagues. He served as a member and chaired numerous 
ALA and ALA Division committees and awards juries, such as various committees of the 
Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL), and the Library Leadership and 
Management Association (LLAMA). He was the coordinator of the Social 
Responsibilities Round Table (SRRT) and played a pivotal role in bringing social issues 
to the attention of ALA. Additionally, he held the position of SRRT treasurer for several 
years. Charles served as an ALA Councilor for twelve years.  

Whereas, Charles was a longtime member of the Intellectual Freedom Round Table 
(IFRT) and served as Chair from 2017-2018; 

Whereas, Charles championed intellectual freedom, sustainability, and other social 
justice causes. He was a teacher, mentor, and friend to all. After 45 years in 
librarianship, Charles retired in 2019.  
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Resolved, that the American Library Association, on behalf of its members:  

1. Honors the life, leadership, and dedication of our friend and colleague 
Charles Kratz for his expansive contributions to the field of librarianship.   

2. Extends its deepest condolences to Charles Kratz’s family, friends, 
colleagues, and community at the University of Scranton, who had the honor 
of working with, learning from, and knowing him.  

 
Mover: Maria McCauley, ALA President-elect 
Seconder: Aaron Dobbs, Policy Monitoring Committee Chair 
 
Sam Helmick, ALA President 
Ed Garcia, ALA member 
Jen Hossack, MT ALA Councilor, MT AASL Representative 
Andrea Lapsley, UFL Councilor 
Julia Warga, IRRT Councilor 
Nick Buron, Executive Board 
Loida Garcia-Febo, ALA President 2018-2019 
Courtney L. Young, ALA President 2014-2015 
Sara Dallas, ALA Member 
Andrew K. Pace, ALA Member  
Wanda K. Brown, Past President 
Kent Oliver, ALA Member 
Ann Symons, ALA Member 
Patricia Schuman, ALA Member 
Sally G. Reed, ALA Member  
Kevin Reynolds, ALA Member  
Alexandra Rivera, ALA Member 
Ana Elisa de Campos Salles, Councilor-at-large 
Barbara Ford, Past President 
Tamika Barnes, Past ALA Executive Board Member, ALA Member 
Michael Gorman, ALA Member 
Alexia Hudson-Ward, ACRL President-Elect; Past ALA Executive Board Member; Past 
Pennsylvania Library Association Chapter Councilor; ALA Life Member  
Jennifer Ferriss, SustainRT Councilor 
Gladys Smiley Bell, ALA Member 
Lessa Kanani’opua Pelayo-Lozada, ALA Member 
Dora T. Ho, ALA Life Member 
Joseph Thompson, Maryland Chapter Councilor 
Maureen Sullivan, ALA President 2012-2013; Past President of ACRL and LAMA (now 
CORE) 
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John DeSantis, ALA Member 
Karen G. Schneider, ALA Member  
Molly Raphael, ALA Member  
Jim Neal, ALA Member 
Larry Neal, ALA Treasurer 
Mike Marlin, ALA Member 
Patty Wong, ALA Member 
Nann Hilyard, ALA Member  
Mario Gonzalez, ALA Member  
Diane Chen, ALA Member 
Patricia Smith, ALA Member 
Barbara Stripling, ALA Member  
Karen Downing, ALA Member 
Sara Kelly Johns, ALA Member 
Michael A. Golrick, ALA Member  
Nancy Kranich  
Carol Brey, ALA President 2004-2005, ALA Member 
Maggie Farrell 
Katharine Phenix, ALA Member 
Patricia Schuman, Past President and Past Treasurer, and Honorary Member 
Diedre Conkling, ALA Member 
Elaine Harger, ALA Member 
Joseph Winberry, ALA/SRRT/EJTF Member 
Frieda Afary, Director-at-Large, Intellectual Freedom Round Table 
Julie Ann Winkelstein, ALA/SRRT/HHPTF member 
Derek Wilmott Montoya, ALA SRRT Treasure and SRIDP Co-Chair 
 
 
 
 


