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A MEMORIAL RESOLUTION HONORING MOLLY ROYSE 

Whereas the University of Tennessee and the academic library community lost a valued member, 
friend, and colleague on April 19, 2026 with the death of Molly Royse. 

Whereas Molly Royse worked tirelessly for over 40 years in academic libraries serving in a variety of 
positions to positively impact the intellectual growth of students and enhance the successful 
research of countless faculty. 

Whereas Molly earned her Master of Library Science Degree from the University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill and her Master of Arts Degree in English from Stamford University: 

Whereas Molly Royse spent the last 24 years of her career with the University of Tennessee Libraries 
as a supportive and unifying force, mentoring new faculty and devoting many hours to the equity 
and diversity needs of the entire faculty and staff: 

Whereas she strongly advocated for growing resources to build strong humanities library 
collections at Berea University, Kansas State University, and the University of Tennessee: 

Whereas she served in leadership roles including Coordinator of Multicultural Library Services, 
Kansas State University and as Humanities Coordinator, Interim Head of Research and Scholarly 
Services, Head of Research Collections, and as Head of Arts and Humanities at the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville.  

Whereas Molly Royse served the profession through service activities on funding and developing 
collections with Knowledge Unlatched and the Association of Southeastern Research Libraries.  

Whereas her strong dedication to our profession, her positive attitude along with her good humor 
and pleasant manner to all who entered the Library, therefore, be it 

Resolved that the American Library Association, on behalf of its members: 

1. Recognizes the significant contributions of Molly Pitts Royse over the course of her career
and mourn her death; and

2. Extends its sincerest condolences to her friends, and family, especially her husband David
Royse, her daughter Laura Williams, son-in-law Jacob Williams, her son, Paul Royse, and
her granddaughter Emmy Lou Williams.

Mover: Anchalee Panigabutra-Roberts, Councilor-at-Large

 Seconder:  

Jane Row, Head of Research Services (Retired), UTK, 

Rita H. Smith, Executive Associate Dean Emerita, UTK

Teresa B. Walker, Associate Dean Emerita, UTK
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Jennifer A. Mezick, Associate Dean for Research, Collections, and Assessment, UTK 

Steven E. Smith, Dean of Libraries, UTK 

Meredith L. Hale, Metadata Librarian, UTK 

Wanda Rosinski, Senior & Music Cataloger, UTK 

Lee Ann Ratledge, Resource Acquisitions Specialist, UTK 

David Ratledge, Digital Preservation Archivist, UTK 

Alexander Harriman, Collections Data Analyst, UTK 

Nathalie Hristov, Music Librarian, UTK 

Niloo Sareh, Library Specialist, UTK 

Anna Sandelli, Head of Teaching and Learning Programs, UTK 

Luke McDonald, Electronic Resources Librarian, UTK

Lara Canner, Public Services Manager, UTK 

Kim Blaylock, Senior Library Associate III (Cataloger), UTK 

Brittany Hatcher, Electronic Resources Manager, UTK 

Valeria Hodge, Resource Acquisitions Manager, UTK
Peter Fernandez, Head of Research Impact and Open Access, UTK 

Louis Becker, Assessment Programs Librarian, UTK 

Joe Ferguson, Discovery Systems Manager, University of Tennessee Libraries 

Sidney Gavel, Data Science Librarian, UTK, 

Megan Venable, Manager, UTK 

Jennifer Beals, Assistant Dean, University of Tennessee Libraries 

Judy Li, Research Impact Librarian, University of Tennessee Libraries

Myles Bowman, Discovery Systems Developer, UTK 

Melanie Dixson, Head of Health, Wellness & (Interim) Professional Programs, UTK 

Niki Cobb, Health Sciences Librarian, UTK 

Sarah McCarter, Student Success Librarian for Professional Literacies, UTK 

Debra Lyons, Business Services Office, UTK

Gail Williams, Collections Evaluation Specialist, UTK 

Chris Durman, Director, George F. DeVine Music Library, UTK 

Steven Milewski, Librarian, UTK 
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Maggie Albro, Agriculture & Natural Resources Librarian, UTK 

Emily Homolka, Special Collections Reference Library, UTK 

Paris Whalon, Student Success Librarian for Media Literacy, UTK 

Joshua Ortiz Baco, Digital Scholarship Librarian, UTK 

Tonya Brewer, Financial Director, UTK 

Grace Therrell, Student Success Librarian, UTK 

Shaina Anderson, Humanities Librarian, UTK 

Leigh Mosley, Accessibility Coordinator, UTK 

Samantha Ward, Director, Public Services & Branches

Drew Christensen, IT Admin I, Discovery and Technology Solutions, UTK 

Olivia Chin, Scholarly Communication Librarian, UTK 

Lizzie Cope, Assessment Projects Librarian, UTK 

Christine Reynolds, UTK 

Amy Chew, Director-Collection Management and Sharing, UTK 

Heather Back, Public Services and Engagement Librarian, UTK 

Calantha Tillotson, Social Sciences Librarian, UTK 

Brianne Dosch, Associate Professor and Head, Data and Digital Scholarship, UTK 

Louisa Trott, Arts & Humanities Librarian, UTK 
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