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A MEMORIAL RESOLUTION HONORING BRENDA LANGSTRAAT BUI 

  
Whereas the American Library Association (ALA) and the broader library community lost a visionary nonprofit leader and 
library advocate on January 31, 2026, with the passing of Brenda Langstraat Bui; 
  
Whereas Brenda was President and Chief Executive Officer of the Chicago Public Library Foundation since January, 2019, 
aligning her personal and professional values with the Chicago Public Library’s enduring belief in “the freedom to read, to 
learn, to discover,” and led the Foundation with extraordinary impact, care, and integrity, including through the unprecedented 
challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic; 

  
Whereas Brenda began her philanthropic career at the Chicago Humanities Festival, where she spent five years developing 
major giving programs, special events, and the annual gala, laying the foundation for a lifelong commitment to arts, culture, 
and civic engagement; 
  
Whereas prior to joining the Chicago Public Library Foundation, Brenda served for seven years as Chief Executive Officer of 
Working in the Schools (WITS), the largest literacy organization partnering with Chicago Public Schools, and as Executive 
Director of the Parkways Foundation, the philanthropic partner of the Chicago Park District, while also volunteering her own 
time reading to Chicago’s youngest learners; 

Whereas, under Brenda’s leadership, the Chicago Public Library Foundation secured $40 million in revenue over 7 years 
from thousands of donors, broadened and democratized philanthropic engagement, and ensured access to high-quality 
learning, cultural, and literacy programs across all 81 Chicago Public Library branches; 
  
Whereas Brenda championed innovative and inclusive initiatives such as Live from the Library, which reached millions of 
viewers worldwide, and reimagined the Chicago Public Library Foundation Awards to elevate the library’s visibility, deepen 
donor engagement, and celebrate the transformative power of libraries on a global stage; 

Whereas Brenda played a meaningful role in advancing library access and equity in Chicago, including supporting efforts to 
eliminate late fees and to provide all Chicago Public Schools students with library cards, further reinforcing the Chicago 
Public Library as a cornerstone of opportunity and inclusion; 
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Whereas throughout her career, Brenda served the broader literary and cultural community as a board member of 
Lookingglass Theatre, an Emeritus Director of the Chicago Literary Alliance, and as a longtime literacy mentor, exemplifying 
both visionary leadership and hands-on service; 

Whereas Brenda was a founding board member of the Library Support Network and helped shape efforts to build the field for 
library advancement professionals, championed the vital role of philanthropy in sustaining libraries, and led with integrity and 
commitment that inspired her team, board, library staff, and peers across the field; 

Whereas Brenda was appointed to a 3-year term as Foundation at Large in 2020 to the board of United for Libraries: The 
Association of Library Trustees, Advocates, Friends and Foundation, a division of the American Library Association, was re-
elected for a 3-year term in 2023, was an active and dedicated board member and contributor across numerous committees, 
and was generous with her time, her ideas, and her energy, turning ‘what if’ into ‘why not’ and then into ‘let’s do it’; 

Whereas Brenda helped shape, and in 2025, launch the ALA Public Supporter Program for creating new pathways for library 
advocates and users to support the ALA and libraries, serving on ALA’s Public Supporter Program Steering Committee until 
her passing; 

Whereas Brenda Langstraat Bui saw abundance where others saw limitation, was the spark behind bold ideas, marketing 
campaigns, and innovative fundraising efforts, the kindling that fueled enthusiasm and creativity in those around her, and 
taught others that leadership can be generous, playful, and fearless all at once, now, therefore, be it 
  
Resolved that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members: 

  
1.    acknowledges Brenda Langstraat Bui's passing and celebrates the lasting impact she left on the City of Chicago, the 
ALA, United for Libraries, and the broader library community through her creativity, generosity of spirit, and unwavering 
belief in the mission of libraries and the power of learning, reading, and community to transform lives and strengthen 
neighborhoods. 
 
2.    extends its sincerest condolences to all whose lives she touched in the library world, her friends and family, and 
especially to her beloved husband, Ve Bui. 
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Mover: Andrea Lapsley, United for Libraries Division Councilor 
Seconder: [Full Name], Illinois Division Councilor,  
 


