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A Memorial Resolution Honoring Fobazi Ettarh 
Whereas, the library profession as a whole has lost a radical thinker and change-maker to the 
profession on February 4th, 2026 with the death of Fobazi Ettarh. 

Whereas Fobazi was an amazing thinker who coined and described the term “vocational awe”, a 
monumental shift in how we think about library work and worked tirelessly to advocate for better 
working conditions for minority library workers. Her work provided new theoretical frameworks for 
understanding librarianship in relation to library workers, and for understanding justice within 
librarianship.  

Whereas Fobazi was a 2017 ALA Emerging Leader and speaker at the ALA GLBT Roundtable 50th 
Anniversary celebrations involved with their Archival Digitization Project and had been a keynote 
speaker for ACRL in 2019.  

Whereas Fobazi’s writing on vocational Awe appeared in publications such as In The Library With The 
Lead Pipe, and such volumes as Critical Library Pedagogy Handbook, and Knowledge Justice: 
Disrupting Library and Information Studies Through Critical Race Theory. 

Whereas Fobazi created other works that were in dialogue with disability justice, such as the text-
based educational game Killing Me Softly and writings around disability in the profession.  

Whereas Fobazi was pursuing a PhD around her research into the relationships and tensions 
between espoused library values and the lived experiences of marginalized library workers and 
patrons from University of Illinois - Champagne-Urbana. 

Resolved that the American Library Association on behalf of its members 

1. recognizes the significant contributions of Fobazi Ettarh to the field of librarianship and 
library values and 

2. extends its sincere condolences to Fobazi’s family, friends, and colleagues for her loss.  

 

Mover: Kestrel Ward (Councilor-At-Large) 

Seconder: Amanda Jones (Louisiana Chapter Councilor) 

Contributors: Shanna Hollich, Cindy Thompson, Leah Richardson, Deb Sica 
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