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Memorial Resolution Honoring Maurice J "Mitch" Freedman

Whereas, Maurice "Mitch" Freedman, was a dedicated library leader, fearless advocate,
thoughtful colleague, and friend; the library community and the American Library
Association mourn his loss on March 5, 2026 at the age of 86;

Whereas, Mitch earned his bachelor's degree from Rutgers University in 1961;

Whereas, Mitch earned his Masters of Library Science at the University of California,
Berkeley School of Librarianship in in 1965;

Whereas, Mitch earned his Ph.D in Library and Information Studies from Rutgers
University in 1983. His dissertation was: "The Functions of the Catalog and the Main
Entry as Found in the Work of Panizzi, Jewett, Cutter, and Lubetzky.";

Whereas, from 1969 to 1974 he worked as director of the Technical Services Division at
Hennepin County Library (MN) where he instituted a policy of establishing non-
pejorative cataloging;

Whereas, he worked from 1974 to 1977 as coordinator of technical services for the
branch libraries of the New York Public Library;

Whereas, Mitch was an associate professor at Columbia University School of Library
Service from 1977 to 1982 and a visiting professor at Pratt Institute; he also taught as
an adjunct instructor at Rutgers University;

Whereas, he served as the Director of the Westchester Library System from 1982-2005.
His accomplishments included overseeing the computerization of the library catalog,
fighting legislation against Internet filters to limit individual access to websites, and
raising the salaries of children's and young adult librarians to be on par with other library
staff;

Whereas, Mitch was one of the early activists in the American Library Association's
Social Responsibilities Round Table in 1968;

Whereas, he served as President of the Information Science and Automation Division
(later renamed the Library and Information Technology Association) from 1977-1978;
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Whereas, Mitch was a founding member of the Progressive Librarians Guild, advancing
his vision of librarianship rooted in social responsibility, democracy, and community
empowerment;

Whereas, Mitch served as the President of the American Library Association from 2002-
2003. During his presidency he focused on improving library workers' salary and
compensation, launched the Campaign for America's Librarians and the Task Force on
Better Salaries for Library Workers;

Whereas, based on the recommendations of the Task Force and other ALA committees
the ALA-APA (Allied Professional Association) was established during his Presidency in
2002;

Whereas, Mitch testified as a plaintiff in the 1997 lawsuit American Libraries Association
v. Pataki, challenging New York's Internet censorship law;

Whereas, he was an outspoken critic of the 2000 Children's Internet Protection Act
requiring the use of Internet filters;

Whereas, Mitch was honored with the Library and Information Technology Association
Award for Achievement in Library and Information Technology in 1981;

Whereas, Mitch was honored with the ALA Joseph W. Lippincott Award in 2014 in
recognition of his distinguished service to librarianship;

Resolved, that the American Library Association, on behalf of its members:

1. Honors the life, leadership, and dedication of our friend and colleague Maurice
"Mitch" Freedman for his distinguished career and contributions to librarianship;
2. Extends its deepest condolences to Mitch Freedman's family and friends.

Mover: Maria McCauley, ALA President-elect

Seconder: Ed Garcia, Past ALA Executive Board member and ALA member
Sam Helmick, ALA President

Patricia Schuman, Past President and Past Treasurer, and Honorary member
Al Kagan, member of SRRT Action Council

Loida-Garcia Febo, Past President

Sara Dallas, Past ALA Executive Board member and ALA Member
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Richard Dougherty, Past President

Patty Wong, Past President

Sara Kelly Johns, Past ALA Executive Board member and ALA Member
Mario Gonzalez, Past Treasurer

Ann K. Symons, Past President

Michael Gorman, Past President

Nancy Bolt

Wanda Brown, Past President

Barbara Ford, Past President

Karen Downing

Carol Brey, ALA President 2003-2004

Alexia Hudson-Ward, ACRL President-Elect; Past ALA Executive Board Member; ALA
Life Member

Barbara Stripling, Past President

Molly Raphael, Past President

Jim Neal, Past President and Past Treasurer, and Honorary member
Mike Marlin

Patricia H. (Pat) Smith

Nancy Kranich

Diane R. Chen

Tamika Barnes, Past ALA Executive Board Member, ALA Member
Nick Buron, Executive Board

Sally G. Reed

Alexandra Rivera

Kevin Reynolds

Gladys Smiley Bell

Hannah Buckland

Karen G. Schneider

Ellen M. Pozzi

Maggie Farrell

Katharine Phenix, ALA Member

Chip Stewart

Rob Lerman



