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Resolution: Celebrating Staff in Honor of the ALA 150th Anniversary 
 
A Resolution Recognizing and Honoring ALA Staff in Celebration of the 150th Anniversary of the American 
Library Association (1876–2026) 
 
WHEREAS, the American Library Association, founded in 1876, has for 150 years championed equitable 
access to information, lifelong learning, and the essential role of libraries in a democratic society ; and 
 
WHEREAS, the ALA has upheld and advanced foundational principles such as the Library Bill of Rights, first 
adopted in 1939, affirming the profession’s commitment to intellectual freedom and the right to read ; and 
 
WHEREAS, through its extensive awards program, including honors recognizing leadership, equity, innovation, 
and distinguished service the ALA has long celebrated the transformative impact of library workers and 
institutions on their communities ; and 
 
WHEREAS, for 150 years the ALA and its members have demonstrated leadership in advancing literacy, 
defending free expression, expanding access to information, and strengthening communities through library 
service ; and 
 
WHEREAS, American Library Association staff embody these same values through their daily work by 
providing inclusive service, fostering community connection, supporting lifelong learning, and upholding the 
principles of intellectual freedom; and 
 
WHEREAS, the contributions of ALA staff reflect the highest ideals recognized by ALA honors such as 
distinguished service, leadership, and commitment to equity and access; 
 
WHEREAS, ALA staff have supported and nurtured member leaders and have provided a platform for 
members to thrive and grow in their professional development 
 
Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members: 

1. formally recognizes and celebrates the staff of the American Library Association staff for their 
outstanding service and dedication in conjunction with the 150th anniversary of the American Library 
Association; commend ALA staff for their ongoing commitment to the principles of intellectual freedom, 
equitable access, and public service as articulated through ALA’s historic leadership and policy 
framework;that the ALA Council expresses its deep appreciation for the essential role ALA staff play in 
strengthening our community, supporting informed citizenship, and ensuring access to knowledge for 
all; and 

 
2. that a copy of this resolution be shared with ALA staff and entered into the official record as a lasting 

tribute to their contributions during this milestone year. 
 
 
Mover: Sam Helmick 
Seconders: 
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Larry Neal, ALA Treasurer 
Maria McCauley, President-Elect 
Shanna Hollich, GNCRT Councilor 
Jennifer Joe, LRRT Councilor 
Sarah Schroeder, SC Chapter Councilor 
Kestrel Ward, Councilor-At-Large 
Julia Warga, IRRT Councilor 
Jennifer Brown, Councilor-At-Large  
Leah Richardson, Councilor-At-Large  
Jennifer Ferriss, SustainRT Councilor 
Jennifer Alvino Wood, Maine Chapter Councilor 
Levi Fleming, Core Division Councilor 
Matthew Kovar, Nebraska Chapter Councilor 
Danielle De Jager-Loftus, South Dakota Chapter Councilor 
Gail Tobin, Councilor-At-Large 
Aaron M. Wilson, Councilor-At-Large 
Melody Scagnelli-Townley, New Jersey Chapter Councilor 
Anchalee Panigabutra-Roberts, Councilor-at-Large 
Deb Sica, PLA Division Councilor 
Lesliediana Jones, Councilor-At-Large 
Ana Elisa de Campos Salles, Councilor-at-Large 
Joseph Thompson, Maryland Chapter Councilor 
Catherine Damiani, Rhode Island Chapter Councilor 
Alexandra Rivera, Councilor-at-Large 
Steven Yates, ALA Executive Board 
Julia Lanter, New Hampshire Chapter Councilor 
 


