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DATE: June 8, 2026 

RE: 

X   ACTION REQUESTED 

� INFORMATION 
� REPORT 

 

ACTION REQUESTED/INFORMATION/REPORT:  

Publishing Committee Accomplishments, January–June 2026  

• Voted on awardees of the Carnegie-Whitney grant for 2026: 
https://www.ala.org/aboutala/offices/publishing/sundry/alapubawrds/carnegiew
hitneypast    

• Continued to oversee the Monograph Ethics subcommittee. The group created 
draft recommendations for ethical guidelines for ALA monograph editors. See the 
action requested below. 

• Continued to review and provide feedback about ALA Publishing & Media 
products (content and marketing).  

• Worked with the Committee on Organizations (COO) to discuss the possible 
consolidation of the ALA Publishing Committee and the ALA American Libraries 
Advisory Committee and, after their report was adopted by ALA Council at the 
2026 Winter meeting, began discussions with the Chair of the AL Advisory 
Committee Ben Leubsdorf and the committee staff liaison, Sanhita SinhaRoy, the 
editor and publisher of American Libraries. Ben and I have been appointed as co-
chairs of the new ALA Publications Committee for one-year terms as it forms. 

• Planned the committee's meeting at ALA Annual.  

 
Action requested from Councilors is to cast their vote to:  

https://www.ala.org/aboutala/offices/publishing/sundry/alapubawrds/carnegiewhitneypast
https://www.ala.org/aboutala/offices/publishing/sundry/alapubawrds/carnegiewhitneypast
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The Publishing Committee, per the Publishing Committee charge, by which the 
committee “recommends policies on publishing for the approval of Council if 
revision or new policies are needed,”  requests that ALA Council approve the 
creation of an ALA monograph publication ethics guidelines (draft attached) as 
association policy, permitting this new policy to be added to the ALA Policy 
Manual and the new ALA Publications Committee web page when it is developed. 

 

ACTION REQUESTED BY: (add committee name) 

ALA Publishing Committee 

CONTACT PERSON: (add chair information) 

Sara Kelly Johns, chair July 2024–June 2026, skjohns@gmail.com  

STAFF LIAISON CONTACT: 

Rachel Hendrick, Senior Director, ALA Publishing & Media, rhendrick@ala.org  

Mary Jo Bolduc, ALA Licensing & Permissions Manager, mbolduc@ala.org  

BACKGROUND: (add information) 

 
In September 2025, the Publishing Committee formed the Publishing Monograph Ethics 
Guidelines subcommittee with a goal of presenting the draft (attached) to ALA Council at 
Annual, 2026. Members were: 
ALA Monograph Ethics Guidelines Subcommittee and Staff Liaisons, 2025-2026 

Rachel Hendrick Senior Director, ALA Publishing & Media, and 
Publisher, Booklist 

Angela Gwizdala Publisher, ALA Editions 

Sara Kelly Johns ALA Publishing Committee Chair, Syracuse 
University iSchool Adjunct 

https://www.ala.org/aboutala/committees/ala/ala-pb
https://www.ala.org/aboutala/governance/policymanual
https://www.ala.org/aboutala/governance/policymanual
mailto:skjohns@gmail.com
http://rhendrick@ala.org
mailto:mbolduc@ala.org


2025-2026 ALA CD#32.1 
2026 ALA Annual Conference 

 
ALA Council Committee  

Report Form 
 

Marcie Boutwell Miami University of Ohio 

Michele Fenton Indiana State Library 

Renna Redd Clemson University 

 
The subcommittee met virtually several times, working collaboratively and diligently in a 
Google document, researching, commenting, reviewing progress, and updating. Members 
continued to meet periodically and communicate through May 2026 to produce the 
attached draft of a monograph ethics guidelines for the association. The subcommittee’s 
work began with a review and adaptation of the ALA Journal Ethics Guidelines adopted 
by Council in June 2024, a study of relevant guidelines and information from the 
Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE), and other relevant sources cited in the 
attached monograph guidelines. 
 
Once the Monograph Publication Ethics Guidelines draft for the association is approved 
by ALA Council, committee and subcommittee members recommend the following 
actions: 

1. Review of the monograph publication ethics guidelines draft by the Policy 
Monitoring Committee, with the goal of adding the policy to the ALA Policy 
Manual, currently listed as: Chapter 15, ALA Publications; 15.4, Content 
Generation; 15.4.1, Monographs/Series. 

2. Posting of the monograph publication ethics guidelines on the new ALA 
Publications web page.  

3. Exploration of Association application for membership in COPE. 
4. Implementation by ALA editors and/or editorial boards of publishing ethics 

policies for their publications based on the association policy. 
 
The Publishing Committee, as it becomes the ALA Publications Committee, will support 
the implementation of the policy by serving as the point of contact for allegations of 
editorial or authorial misconduct and reviewing, investigating, and recommending action 
as appropriate in response to allegations of misconduct. The current Publishing 
Committee charge supports this role and that is included in the Publications Committee 
charge in ALA CD #27 approved at the ALA 2026 Winter Meeting, page 33: "The committee 

https://publicationethics.org/
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/2026-02/Section%20A%20ALA%20Policy%20Manual%20General%20Revision_Updated%20February%202026.pdf
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/2026-02/Section%20A%20ALA%20Policy%20Manual%20General%20Revision_Updated%20February%202026.pdf
https://publicationethics.org/join-cope
https://www.ala.org/aboutala/committees/ala/ala-pb
https://www.ala.org/aboutala/committees/ala/ala-pb
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mediates any conflicting practices, inconsistencies, or irregularities it observes among 
the units its members represent."  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Sara Kelly Johns 
Chair, ALA Publishing Committee, 2024-2026 

 


