
ALA President-Elect Third Quarter Report 
March-May 2026 

June 14, 2026 

Dear ALA Executive Board, Council, Membership and Staff, 

It has been a whirlwind of a 150 recognition year so far, and an invigorating quarter! In March, I 
participated in membership by casting my ballot in the spring ALA elections. Thank you to all 
those who stood for election and congratulations to the incoming electeds! What a joy it was to 
join 7,500 attendees at the Public Library Association conference in Minneapolis! I greatly 
appreciated the global exchange and discourse with librarians in Istanbul on healing and 
libraries. I also enjoyed the robust discussions on intellectual freedom and democracies in 
Sweden. And it was quite special to visit the Library of Congress with Acting Librarian of 
Congress Robert Newlen and staff. 

I am thankful for the work by the Executive Board, Council, and our member-leaders and staff in 
advancing ALA's strategic plan and Forward Together roadmap. Thank you to President Sam 
Helmick, Immediate Past President Cindy Hohl, Executive Director Dan Montgomery and 
Treasurer Larry Neal for your leadership and collegiality. I also thank Cambridge City Manager 
Yi-An Huang and Mayor Sumbul Siddiqui for their ongoing support — and to the Cambridge 
Public Library team, you are a dream. 

Meetings, Orientation & Council Work 

My meeting schedule included ongoing Executive Board meetings and the March 10 Winter 
Council Meeting. In April, I participated in helping to onboard incoming Executive Board 
members and attended the April 24-26 Spring Board meeting in Chicago.  

I also attended the March 12 PLA Presidential Candidates Forum and the kick off to the April 21 
ALA Nominating Committee meeting as a guest. I held calls with various member-leaders as 
well, and I continued to step in to preside for President Sam Helmick when needed.  
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As in previous quarters, I met with my Presidential Advisory Committee, and attended Freedom 
To Read Foundation Board meetings. In my Executive Board liaison role I also attended ALA 
Affiliates committee and United For Libraries meetings as my schedule allowed.  
 
I wrapped up work on ALA Appointments. I appreciate the members of the Committee on 
Committees and Committee on Appointments who provided invaluable assistance with this 
process. 
 
On behalf of ALA Council, I collaborated with Ed Garcia on ALA Memorial Resolutions for 
Maurice J "Mitch" Freedman and Charles Kratz. Thank you to all the co-signers. 

Member Engagement & Outreach 
PLA, Minneapolis 
It was great to be back to my first home in the United States! I loved this conference with its 
vibrant sessions, excellent networking with new and returning attendees, and superb Big Ideas 
series, with Bryan Stevenson heartening discussion of librarians’ power of proximity and Dr. 
Ruha Benjamin’s insights into equity and technology. It was an honor to share the stage on April 
1 with President Sam Helmick and Executive Director Dan Montgomery for Advocacy at the 
Core of ALA’s Next 150 Years and on April 2 with Ann Beh and Michael Lambert for From 
Kimchi to Korean Book Discussion: Culture & Community. 
 
Other PLA conference highlights included the screening of Rodney Freedman’s important 
documentary “Are You a Librarian?” that shares the stories and voices of Black Librarians and 
attending a sustainability-focused meet up with Jennifer Ferris, Rebekkah Smith-Aldrich and 
PLA President-Elect Jamar Rahming. 
 
Third International Library and Technology Festival, Türkiye 
Before I knew it I was in the Minneapolis airport awaiting a connection in Chicago to finally touch 
down in Istanbul, the city of many chill cats, everywhere! Thank you to Merve Yavuzdemir and 
Türkiye’s Ministry of Culture and Tourism for the invitation to keynote on healing libraries on 
April 4. Other keynotes included Sharon Memis of the International Federation of Library 
Associations and Institutions (IFLA) and Andrew Cranfield of European Bureau of Library, 
Information and Documentation Associations (EBLIDA). This conference took place in the 
impressive Rami Library, which was repurposed from former military barracks. This theme was 
timely and thoughtful, and the program was filled with examples of libraries building a more 
resilient, connected and humane world. It was a pleasure learning from and spending time with 
international colleagues. 
 
University of Maryland Talk and Orientations with the Public Policy Office and Library of 
Congress  
It was a pleasure to be in conversation with Dr. Amelia Gibson at the College of Information 
(INFO) University of Maryland, College Park, on April 6. We chatted about libraries as 
foundational to an informed and healthy democracy, the importance of community collaborations 
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(for example, schools and libraries and the academy), and the intersection of research and 
practice. I was glad to meet representatives of the Student Chapter of ALA and, afterwards, to 
join fellow Spectrum alumnus Aaron Wilson for a wonderful tour of the McKeldin Library. 
 
I also spent a couple of days receiving a superb orientation by the Public Policy & Advocacy 
Team concluding with a splendid evening gathering of area member-leaders. On May 19, I 
received an unforgettable tour of the Library of Congress with Acting Librarian of Congress 
Robert Newlen and his outstanding colleagues. This included a look at special collections and 
exhibits and an early look at the Source, a hands-on and exciting experiential gallery for youth 
to interface with primary materials. 
 
Sweden 
Thank you to the Swedish Library Association for an invigorating week of discourse on libraries, 
democracy and the right to read. Thank you to Karen Gonvall and colleagues for a discussion 
and tour of the National Library of Sweden on April 13. I met with library directors from the 
Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions and delivered a keynote: The Impact of 
Libraries, Right to Read and What is at Stake When They Are Challenged at the Library Policy 
Summit in Stockholm on April 14. A delegation met with Pen Sweden and visited the Riksdag, 
including its beautiful library, and met with members of Parliament on April 15. I also attended a 
screening and participated in a Q&A of the film The Librarians, and met Korean Swedish 
Adoptees for a social dinner. Taking the train to Lund, I visited the beautiful Lund University 
Library and joyful Lund Public Library on April 16. We then traversed to Malmo, where on April 
17, I toured a culture house, which included a public library and the Dawat Isaak Library, which 
features banned books and references the ALA’s Bill of Rights and the Office for Intellectual 
Freedom. It was a wonderful week of exchange – and what made this trip most special was the 
generosity of spirit of hosts Silvia Ernhagen and Catherina Isberg representing the Swedish 
Library Association, and the many people I met along the way. 
 
Honoring 30 Years Since the Telecommunications Act 
It was an honor to join digital equity experts, Senator Edward Markey, and MIT Media Lab 
Executive Director Jessica Rosenworcel on May 26 to reflect on the profound impact that the 
Telecommunications Act and E-rate has had, bringing Universal broadband across the United 
States through libraries and schools. Our schools and libraries are essential digital access 
points and vibrant places of lifelong learning. As technology evolves, we need to continue to 
ensure that every community—urban, rural, and tribal—can fully participate in the digital society. 
We have come far and we have more work to do. 
 
I also enjoyed participating in the following events:  

●​ Panelist, screening of The Librarian, Concord Free Public Library, March 8  
●​ Attendee, ALA Staff Service Awards, April 24 
●​ Attendee, Urban Libraries Council CEO Roundtable in Chicago, May 3-5 
●​ Virtual Keynote, Alabama Library Association, May 15 
●​ Speaker, Massachusetts Library Association, BIPOC in the Library: Voices from Diverse 

Library Leaders, May 18 
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●​ Keynote, The Transformative Power of Libraries, Massachusetts Library Association, 
May 19 

●​ Speaker, REFORMA Northeast recording, May 21 
●​ Speaker, A Conversation with Dr. Maria McCauley, Cambridge Public Library 

Foundation, May 26 

Advocacy & Amplifying Messages 
I raised awareness for the following and more: 

●​ ALA 150 Anniversary 
●​ ALA Annual Chicago 2026 
●​ IMLS Funding & Lawsuit Updates 
●​ Denouncing HR 7661 federal book banning legislation 
●​ ALA affiliates and the Joint Council of Librarians of Color (JCLC). 
●​ Digital Equity: 30 Years Since the Telecommunications Act and the Importance of E-rate 
●​ Our Diverse Histories: Legacy of Black Women in Librarianship series, Dr. Nicole Cooke 
●​ Celebrating Pride Month! 
●​ Serving Diverse Populations: Dr. Nicole A. Cooke's second edition of “Information 

Services to Diverse Populations: Competent Humility for Library Professionals 
●​ Reader, Voter, Ready! 
●​ SustainRT: plogging, seed libraries, books for kids 
●​ April School Library Month and National School Library Day! 
●​ ACRL 2027 Call for Papers 
●​ Sweden is standing up for libraries! 
●​ National Library Week with honorary chair Mychal Threets   
●​ ALA’s State of Libraries 2026 Report 
●​ Right to Read Day! 
●​ International Library and Technology Festival and healing libraries, Istanbul Türkiye 
●​ Massachusetts Library System libraries can enroll in ALA’s Library Paraprofessional and 

Support Staff certification program at no cost to them  
●​ Libraries Transforming Communities (LTC): 300 Accessible Small and Rural 

Communities grants: Of the selected libraries, 73% serve communities with populations 
of 5,000 or fewer.  

●​ Awards, including: I Love My Librarians Award 2026 and Library Journals Movers and 
Shakers 

●​ Exploring libraries and our democracy: Dr. Amelia Gibson and visiting the University of 
Maryland 

●​ “Digital Pathways: Online Health Literacy Programming for Adults,” a guide 
●​ Leaders of today and tomorrow breakfast and scholarships award ceremony sponsored 

by the Rotary Club and Harvard 
●​ "Disrupting the School-to-Prison Pipeline: An Action Guide for Libraries" draws from their 

own experiences 
●​ ALA E-learning: facilitate challenging conversations on divisive issues and promote 

understanding and empathy. 
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●​ Youth Media Awards 
●​ Intellectual Freedom Manual latest edition 

Media 
March 17: WBZ News Radio 1030, Jeromey Russ, Laptop and Training 
March 23: Sveriges Radio interview, Anders Diamant 
March 24 Biblioteksbladet interview, Martin Röshammar 
April 4: Recording at International Library & Technology Festival, Rami Library 
April 9: Recording ALA Annual promotion 
April 14: Swedish Radio Culture News interview, Anna-Karin Ivarsson 
April 14: Magasin K interview, Susanne Claesson 
April 14: Biblioteksbladet interview, Thord Erikson 
April 15: TT News Agency Culture interview, Erika Josefsson 
April 15: Dagens Nyheter interview, Mina Asp Romefors 
April 15: Lundagård interview, Mia Graf 
April 17: Dawit Isaak Biblioteket interview 
May 10: Boston Globe interview, Omar Mohammed, Libraries Are for Everyone: How 
Immigrants Are Finding Community in Massachusetts Library 
May 14: Publisher’s Weekly, Nathalie op de Beeck, Advocating for All: PW Talks with Maria 
McCauley 

Further Reflections 
At this juncture of ALA at 150, I am reflecting on past, present and future. I am moved by the 
contributions of members and staff over all these years and their collective work to make society 
more fair, inclusive, and empathetic. It is a privilege to have worked with so many of you over 
my 28 years as a member and I look forward to meeting new members, partners and library 
supporters during my presidential term as together we advance our mission of empowering and 
advocating for libraries and library workers to ensure equitable access to information for all. 

Call to Action 
As I close out this report, I invite you to join me in contributing to the ALA 150 campaign. 
I also ask for you to share your stories, such as the importance of e-rate and digital equity, with 
your elected officials and stakeholders. Join advocacy efforts at Show Up For Our Libraries. 
 
I look forward to seeing my colleagues from across the profession at ALA in Chicago, to honor 
our 150th! 
 
Sincerely Yours, 
 
Maria McCauley 
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