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As President of the American Library Association during its 150th anniversary year, my work continues its 
focus on advancing ALA’s mission of ensuring equitable access to information, defending intellectual freedom, 
strengthening libraries as civic infrastructure, and amplifying the voices of library workers across all sectors. 

This year has taken place at a moment of national reflection as the United States approaches its 250th 
anniversary. It has also been a year of significant challenge and significant affirmation: libraries have faced 
sustained pressure, including record levels of book challenges, while simultaneously achieving major victories 
in public policy, advocacy, and community trust. 

Throughout this term, I have worked closely with ALA leadership, staff, and members to represent the 
Association publicly, engage stakeholders nationally and internationally, and support the governance and 
strategic priorities of the organization. 

Advocacy, Public Engagement, and Media Representation 

A core responsibility of the presidency is representing ALA in public discourse and ensuring that libraries are 
visible, accurately understood, and supported in national conversations. 

This year’s media and public engagement activities included interviews, commentary, and briefings with 
national and international outlets addressing intellectual freedom, federal library funding, rural library 
sustainability, digital access, censorship, and the evolving role of libraries in civic life. 

Key engagements included: 

● Reuters — national interview on the 250th anniversary of the United States and the role of libraries in
civic identity and public trust

● WORLD Magazine — interview on rising costs of e-books and implications for library access
● CBS Cincinnati — recorded interview on public library safety and community service roles
● The 19th — National Library Week coverage and the I Love My Librarian Award
● The Contrarian — feature interview on early literacy and access to diverse materials
● Community Sentinel — rural and small library funding challenges, censorship pressures, and AI-related

concerns
● Coastal Observer — regional feature tied to National Library Week messaging
● National Library Week Op-Ed — “Find Your Joy and Return to It Often: Why Libraries Matter More Than

Ever”
● Rogue Librarians Podcast — ALA Annual, National Library Week, and the Institute of Museum and

Library Services (IMLS), with emphasis on advocacy, intellectual freedom, and federal funding priorities.
● United Librarians Podcast — conversation centered on professional practice, association leadership,

and the evolving responsibilities of librarianship amid heightened national attention to censorship,
digital equity, and public trust.

● Drinks in the Library Podcast — discussion exploring the cultural side of librarianship, including
community engagement, storytelling, professional identity, and how libraries remain both serious civic
institutions and deeply human spaces of connection and belonging.
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● Sing Out for the First Amendment — concert at NY City Hall as a First Amendment-focused public
engagement amplifying the importance of free expression, intellectual freedom, and the role of libraries
in safeguarding constitutional rights. The event underscored the intersection of advocacy, culture, and
civic responsibility at a moment of heightened national attention to the freedom to read and access
information.

● American Stories: A Reading Road Trip – shared Iowa’s library history including its drafting of the
Library Bill of Rights by Des Moines Public Library Director Spaulding before it was adopted by ALA

Across all engagements, I emphasized a consistent message: libraries remain one of the only civic institutions 
where access is unconditional, participation is free of barriers, and public trust remains exceptionally high. As 
the nation approaches its 250th anniversary, libraries continue to offer a working model of democratic inclusion 
grounded in everyday practice. 

International Engagement and Library Diplomacy 

International travel and engagement reinforced the global nature of librarianship and the shared values that 
connect library systems across nations over the last three months. 

● Norway (Oslo and Molde) — National Library Congress keynote and library visits highlighting open
access practices and international exchange in library design and philosophy

● Ireland (Dublin and Monaghan) — keynote engagement on library leadership and civic infrastructure
● Japan (Tokyo and Yokohama) — professional library tours culminating in a visit to the National Diet

Library, focused on access, preservation, and national information infrastructure

A notable historical reflection emerged during the Norway engagement: Norwegian library leaders’ study of 
American library stacks decades ago influenced their adoption of open browsing systems. This exchange 
remains a powerful example of how library practice evolves through shared trust in public access. 

Similarly, the United States’ postwar support for library rebuilding efforts in France and Japan, including ALA’s 
foundational contributions that shaped institutions such as the National Diet Library, underscored the 
long-standing role of libraries in democratic recovery and civic reconstruction. 

National and State Engagements 

Throughout the Spring, I participated in and delivered remarks at multiple state, regional, and national 
association meetings, including: 

● SXSW - panel on LGBTQIA+ censorship
● Rhode Island Library Association Conference — keynote address
● Florida Library Association Conference — keynote address
● ALA Executive Board Spring Meeting (April 24–26, 2026)
● PLA 2026 Conference – intellectual freedom, community building, and 150th anniversary panels
● Monthly ALA Executive Committee meetings
● Monthly ALA Affiliate Committee meetings
● Alaska (Sitka) — conference participation and regional engagement with rural and remote library

systems
● Yale Law Library – discussion on the future of librarianship
● National Library Legislative Day – joined library leaders around American to speak on the Hill



These engagements focused on shared strategic priorities, including intellectual freedom, workforce 
sustainability, funding stability, and strengthening library services across all institution types. 

Governance and Association Leadership 

This year included sustained collaboration with ALA governance bodies to support organizational direction and 
member-driven leadership. 

Work included: 

● Executive Board strategic alignment and governance oversight
● Executive Committee monthly coordination
● Affiliate and partner leadership engagement and cross-organization communication
● Committee, Round Table, and Task Force consultation on goals, charges, and leadership continuity
● Support for onboarding and engagement of new board members
● Supporting our new Executive Director

These structures remain essential to ALA’s ability to function as a member-led association responsive to both 
national conditions and local professional realities. 

Federal Policy and Advocacy Outcomes 

This year included significant federal policy engagement, including sustained advocacy related to the Institute 
of Museum and Library Services (IMLS). 

Key outcomes included: 

● Successful defense of IMLS amid existential threats
● Preservation of federal funding streams supporting libraries and museums nationwide
● Reinforcement of the role of libraries as essential infrastructure for education, workforce development,

and civic participation

This work occurred alongside continued engagement on censorship, intellectual freedom, and access to digital 
materials, including the historic volume of challenged titles reported this year. The defense of IMLS stands as 
one of the defining achievements of this period, reaffirming the national importance of library funding 
infrastructure. 

Challenges and Conditions Facing Libraries 

Libraries continued to operate in a complex environment marked by: 

● The second-highest number of challenged titles in recorded history
● Ongoing legislative and political pressures related to intellectual freedom
● Rising costs and access constraints for digital materials, including e-books
● Persistent inequities affecting rural, small, and under-resourced libraries
● Pervasive cuts to school and academic libraries throughout the nation
● Increased public-facing responsibilities for safety, community support, and digital navigation



Despite these conditions, library workers demonstrated resilience, adaptability, and sustained commitment to 
public service. 

Community Engagement and Library Practice 

In addition to national and international work, this year included direct engagement with library practice and 
outreach, including recording my work as a practicing public librarian for National Library Week, National 
Library Workers Day, and National Bookmobile and Outreach Day promotions. 

Recordings of both my day-to-day work as well as behind-the-scenes at the Iowa City Public Library 
highlighted the ongoing importance of circulation, marketing, and outreach services and the central role of 
engagement in expanding access to library resources. 

These experiences reinforced that my library work this year was not only policy and advocacy. It has been the 
daily service that connects me with my fellow ALA members the most and is delivered through relationships, 
trust, and presence in community spaces. 

With Gratitude 

This year’s work has been made possible through the collective effort of the American Library Association’s 
members, staff, and leadership. I extend my sincere deep gratitude to: 

● ALA staff across all departments for their expertise, dedication, and stewardship of the Association’s
mission

● The ALA Executive Board for its leadership, governance, and partnership throughout a consequential
year

● Members of ALA Council, committees, task forces, and advisory groups for their volunteer leadership
and sustained engagement

● ALA divisions, round tables, chapters, and affiliates for representing the full breadth of library practice
across the profession

● Our partners and advocates across the library ecosystem who continue to advance shared goals for
access, equity, and intellectual freedom

● ALA members who actively supported me and each other with grace, kindness, and patience
● Detractors throughout the modern library ecosystem who developed my forbearance and humility in

leadership and helped me to hone my focus on mission-driven action
● My Presidential Advisory committee, my family, friends, and my ICPL colleagues who helped shaped

library services and support well beyond our shared service area through their direct support and
encouragement

I also want to extend a special welcome and gratitude to our new Executive Director, Dan Montgomery, whose 
leadership marks an important new chapter for ALA. I look forward to the continued partnership as we 
strengthen the Association and expand its impact. 

Closing Reflection 

Libraries endure not because they are static institutions, but because they are living commitments. America’s 
libraries chose to open the stacks and to trust the public with knowledge, discovery, and exploration.  

That decision reflected a deeper belief that continues to define this profession: that people are worthy of trust, 



that access strengthens civil society, and that knowledge belongs in common. 

For 150 years, ALA has carried that belief forward. As we approach America’s 250th anniversary, that 
commitment remains unchanged. 

Our work continues. And it continues together. I look forward to all the stories we will write and share. 
Onward, beloved. 

In appreciation, solidarity, and hope, 

Sam Helmick 
President, American Library Association 
2025–2026 


