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Virtual Council I Meeting Minutes  

Wednesday, January 21, 2026  
3:00 PM-5:00PM CT  

ALA President Sam Helmick called the Virtual Special Council meeting to order.  
APPROVED by Consent:  

• Adoption of Virtual Council Rules, CD#5  
• Adoption of Agenda, CD#8.1  
• 2025 Annual, Special August and September Council Meeting Minutes, 
CD#2-2.2  

Review of Executive Board Actions since the 2025 Annual Conference, CD#15  
ALA Executive Director, Dan Montgomery, opened the floor for questions on the following 
document.  
Implementation of the 2025 Annual Conference and Special Council meeting Actions, 
CD#9  
ALA Executive Director, Dan Montgomery, opened the floor for questions on the following 
document.  
Nominations for Executive Board Election, CD#11  
Maria McCauley, ALA President-elect, presented the slate of candidates for the 2026 ALA 
Executive Board, including Shantee Burns-Simpson, Lesliediana Jones, Anchalee 
(Joy) Panigabutra-Roberts, Julia Warga, and Erin Jones.  
Deb Sica floor-nominated Erin Jones, who confirmed her willingness to be included on the 
slate.  
Committee on Organization, CD#27  
Karen Schneider, Chair of the Committee on Organization (COO), presented a 
comprehensive review of ALA standing committees, proposing 10 motions to streamline 
and consolidate committee structures.  

• Changes aim to reduce duplication, focus resources, and create synergies, 
effective by June 30, 2026.  
• Motions include merging similar committees, sunsetting outdated 
committees, and reworking leadership development.  
• Noted these changes are necessary due to financial deficits and declining 
membership, while recognizing the contributions of current committees.  

Motions #1-#10  
On the recommendation of the Committee on Organization, the ALA Council approves 
Motions #1-#10 that's outlined in Appendixes (1-10)  
Vote Results: 116 yes, 1 no, 0 abstain – APPROVED adoption of motions 1-10 for CD#27  
ALA Board Eligibility & Election, CD#34  
Sam Helmick, ALA President, presented recommendations from the ALA Executive 
Board regarding eligibility and governance changes for the Executive Board.  
Stephanie Chase presented an amendment to the motion’s eligibility outlined in CD#34, 
adding chairs of standing committees to the criteria for board membership.  
APPROVED- Motion to end the debate for CD#34 Motion 1 to amend  
Vote Results: 78 yes, 30 no, 7 abstain   
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APPROVED- ALA Board Eligibility & Elections CD #34 Motion 1 to amend (Eligibility)  
*Eligibility: ALA Executive Board Eligibility shall be limited to members who served on ALA 
Council, or in ALA Division or ALA Round Table leadership positions, or as a chair of a 
Standing Committee of the Association within the past five (5) years of election 
nomination.  
Vote Results: 105 yes, 7 no, 0 abstain  
APPROVED- ALA Board Eligibility & Elections CD #34 Motion 1 as amended  
Recommends that the ALA Council direct the ALA Bylaws Committee, the ALA Committee 
on Organization, and the ALA Policy Monitoring Committee to take the necessary actions to 
develop and present this board eligibility* change for Council approval no later than June 
2026.  
Vote Results: 105 yes, 7 no, 0 abstain  
APPROVED- ALA Board Eligibility & Elections CD #34 Motion 1 as amended to the 
amendment  
Erin Jones moved Motion 1 as amended to the amendment. Deb Sica seconded the 
motion.  
Recommends that the ALA Council direct the ALA Bylaws Committee, the ALA Committee 
on Organization, and the ALA Policy Monitoring Committee to take the necessary actions 
to develop and present this board eligibility* change for Council approval no later than June 
2026.  
*Eligibility: ALA Executive Board Eligibility shall be limited to members who served on ALA 
Council, or in an elected ALA Division or ALA Round Table leadership positions, or as a 
chair of a Standing Committee of the Association within the past five (5) years of 
nomination.  
Voting Results: 94 yes, 14 no, 1 abstain  
APPROVED- ALA Board Eligibility & Elections CD #34 Motion 1 amended as amended  
Recommends that the ALA Council direct the ALA Bylaws Committee, the ALA Committee 
on Organization, and the ALA Policy Monitoring Committee to take the necessary actions to 
develop and present this board eligibility* change for Council approval no later than June 
2026.   
*Eligibility: ALA Executive Board Eligibility shall be limited to members who served on ALA 
Council, or in an elected ALA Division or ALA Round Table leadership positions, or as a 
chair of a Standing Committee of the Association within the past five (5) years of 
nomination.  
Voting Results: 103 yes, 9 no, and 3 abstain  
APPROVED- ALA Board Eligibility & Elections CD #34 Motion 2  
Recommends to the ALA Council to direct the ALA Bylaws Committee, the ALA Committee 
on Organization, and the ALA Policy Monitoring Committee to advance the Committee 
Recommendations as outlined in EBD 10.4.  
Voting Results: 110 yes, 1 no, 3 abstain  
Public Good Core Values Interpretation Working Group, CD#35  
That ALA Council approves the Public Good Core Values Interpretation as outlined in 
Council Document #35  
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APPROVED- Public Good Core Values Interpretation Working Group, ALA CD#35  
Voting Results: 112 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain  
Resolution to Support and Commend the Work of Librarians and Institutions 
Preserving Government Information since January 21, 2025, CD#49 Moved to Council 
II  
Jennifer Brown moved to extend meeting by 10 minutes. Deb Sica objected.  
ALA President Sam Helmick adjourned the meeting.  
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Virtual Council II Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, January 22, 2026 

2:00 PM-4:00PM CT 

ALA President Sam Helmick called the Virtual Council meeting to order.  

APPROVED by Consent:  

• Adoption of Agenda, CD#8.2  

Lesliediana Jones added a change to the agenda: There will be no Freedom to Read Foundation (FTRF) Report.  

Intellectual Freedom Committee, CD#19  

Johannah Genett, Chair of Intellectual Freedom Committee, highlighted ongoing challenges to intellectual freedom  

• Facing challenges with book bans and threats to library workers  

• Announced the publication of the 11th edition of the Intellectual Freedom Manual  

Committee on Legislation, CD#20  

Susan Hempstead, Chair of the Committee on Legislation, reported on the organization's advocacy work and 
upcoming initiatives.  

• Reviewed 2026 legislative agenda: funding, library support, broadband, copyright, government info  

• Highlighted GAO report on library capital facilities; urged sharing with officials  

• Announced National Library Legislative Day, Feb 25–26, D.C.  

• Increased LSTA Grants funding; encouraged ongoing advocacy  

Membership Committee, CD#30  

Cathy Zimmerman, Chair of Membership Committee, presented the following motion.  

Motion: to approve the Policy & Procedure for removal and reinstatement of ALA Members as outlined in ALA 
CD#30  

Erin Jones moved to refer the motion.  

APPROVED- Referred back to the committee for further consideration and a vote at a future ALA Council meeting  
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Vote Results: 113 yes, 0 no, 1 abstain  

Code of Conduct Committee Report CD #39   

Motion, to approve the establishment of a task force to comprehensively review all existing codes of conduct and 
address inconsistencies and gaps between the in-person, virtual meeting, and online codes of conduct.   

Nick Buron moved to amend the motion.  

Code of Conduct Committee Report CD #39 to amend  

APPROVED-Motion, to approve the establishment of a task force to comprehensively review all existing codes of 
conduct and address inconsistencies and gaps between the in-person, virtual meeting, and online codes of 
conduct. Committee will report back to ALA Council at winter meeting 2027.  

Voting Results: 115 yes, 1 no, 1 abstain  

Code of Conduct Committee Report CD #39 as amended  

APPROVED-Motion, to approve the establishment of a task force to comprehensively review all existing codes of 
conduct and address inconsistencies and gaps between the in-person, virtual meeting, and online codes of conduct. 
The task force will report back to ALA Council at winter meeting 2027.  

Voting Results: 113 yes,1 no, 1 abstain  

Equity Interpretation Working Group, CD#35.1  

APPROVED- Motion, to approve the Equity Core Values Interpretation as outlined in Council Document #35.1  

Voting Results: 116 yes, 0, 1 abstain  

Resolution to Support and Commend the Work of Librarians and Institutions Preserving Government 
Information since January 21, 2025, CD#49 [MOVED TO COUNCIL III]  

Leah Richardson moved to amend the motion title to include “Archivists”  

APPROVED- Resolution to Support and Commend the Work of Archivists, Librarians, and Institutions Preserving 
Government Information since January 21, 2025, ALA CD#49, to amend  

Vote Results: 113 yes, 0 no, and 0 abstain  

Moved to Councill III.  

ALA President Sam Helmick adjourned the meeting.  

 

 

 



2025-2026 ALA CD#2.3 
2026 ALA Annual Conference 

 
 

 

  

Virtual Council III Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, January 28, 2026 

2:00 PM-4:00PM CT 

ALA President-elect Maria McCauley called the Virtual Council meeting to order.  

APPROVED by Consent:  

• Adoption of Agenda, CD#8.3  

Memorial Resolutions Honoring:  

• John Spears, M-#1  

• Pamela Bluh van Oosten, M-#2  

•  Dr. Carolyn Brodie, M-#3  

•  John Anthony Tuggle, M-#4  

•  Fred McCrae Peterson, M-#5  

• Dr. Alma Dawson, M-#6  

• Danica Sheridan, M-#7  

ALA Election Committee, ALA CD#11.1  

The ALA Election Committee Chair, Mary Rzepczynski, announced the election results for the 2026 Executive Board, 
with Lesliediana Jones and Shauntee Burns-Simpson being elected to serve a three-year term.   

ALA Bylaws Committee, ALA CD#25   

Brian Schottlaender, Chair of the Bylaws Committee, provided the following update.  

APPROVED Motion 1: Move that the ALA Council approve the following revisions of Articles IV and V of the ALA 
Bylaws.    

Voting Results: 110 yes, 1 no, 3 abstain  
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APPROVED Motion 2: Move that the ALA Council approve the following revisions of Articles V, VI, IX, X, and XVII of 
the ALA Bylaws.  

Voting Results: 113 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain  

DEFEATED Mario Gonzalez moved to amend Motion 3 Article XIV.  

Voting Results: 22 yes, 86 no, 6 abstain  

APPROVED Motion 3: Move that the ALA Council approve the following revisions of Articles V and XIV* of the ALA 
Bylaws.  

Voting Results: 106 yes, 4 no, 4 abstain  

ALA Treasurers Report  

Larry Neal, ALA Treasurer, provided the following report.  

• Ended FY25 with a $15 M deficit  

• 2026 operating budget anticipated a $7 M deficit  

Endowment Policy Change, ALA CD#13.1  

Voted to end the debate.  

Voting Results: 92 yes, 16 no, 2 abstain  

APPROVED Move that, the ALA Council approves the proposed revisions to ALA Policy 13.4.1 (G) Long-Term 
Investment Funds: Use, Withdrawal, and Repayment as presented.   

Voting Results: 85 yes, 16 no, 7 abstain  

  

Voted to end the meeting and reschedule  

Voting Results: 95 yes, 13 no, 1 abstain  

Moved to a future Special Council Meeting:  

• Policy Monitoring Committee, ALA CD#17  

• Resolution to Support and Commend the Work of Librarians and Institutions Preserving Government 
Information since January 21, 2025, ALA CD#49,  

•  Resolution for the proclamation of the Librarian and Library Workers’ Bill of Rights, ALA CD#50  
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• CLOSED SESSION-Current Councilors Only: ALA Honorary Membership Nomination, ALA CD#47 and ALA 

CD#48  

  

  

 Virtual Council IV Meeting Minutes  
Tuesday, March 10, 2026  

1:00 PM-3:00PM CT  
ALA President-elect Maria McCauley called the Virtual Council meeting to order at 1:03pm 
CT.  
APPROVED by Consent:  

• Adoption of Agenda, CD#8.2  
Policy Monitoring Committee, CD#17  
Aaron Dobbs, Chair of Policy Monitoring Committee, provided a report.  
Motion, to approve, at the request of the Executive Board, the Dissolution (see Appendix 
A) that was drafted by the Executive Board at the direction of Council upon approval of 
motions contained in the ALA Policy Manual Revision Working Group report provided 
during ALA Annual 2025.   
PMC will subsequently insert the approved text of the Dissolution Policy into ALA Policy 
Manual Section A Chapter 19 as subchapter 19.2  
Voting Results: 91 yes, 0 no, 2 abstain  
Resolution to Support and Commend the Work of Librarians and Institutions 
Preserving Government Information since January 21, 2025, CD#49, as amended  
APPROVED- Resolution to Support and Commend the Work of Archivists, Librarians, and 
Institutions Preserving Government Information since January 21, 2025, ALA CD#49, as 
amended  
Voting Results: 93 yes, 0 no, 3 abstain  
Erin Jones moved the following resolved clause #2.  
Resolution to Support and Commend the Work of Archivists, Librarians, and 
Institutions Preserving Government Information since January 21, 2025, ALA CD#49, 
as amended 2  
APPROVED-Resolved clause #2 be updated to read:  
“call on the U.S. government and all entities and organizations that create or steward 
government information to act in accordance with ALA’s Key Principles of 
Government Information including collecting, maintaining, and disseminating government 
information to the public;”  
Voting Results: 96 yes, 1 no, 0 abstain  
Joe Thompson moved the following amendment.  
Resolution to Support and Commend the Work of Archivists, Librarians, and 
Institutions Preserving Government Information since January 21, 2025, ALA CD#49, 
as amended  
APPROVED  
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1. issue and widely distribute a statement supporting the preservation of digital   
government information and data and in that statement;   
2. call on the U.S. government and all entities and organizations that create or steward 
government information to act in accordance with ALA’s Key Principles of Government 
Information including collecting, maintaining, and disseminating government information 
to the public;   
3. commend the organizations, institutions, librarians, and archivists who have supported 
preservation and access to federal government information in 2025 and beyond   
Voting Results: 96 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain  
Resolution for the proclamation of the Librarian and Library Workers’ Bill of Rights, CD #50, 
to amend  
APPROVED-1. WHEREAS, librarians and library workers have sought to be champions of free 
access to information, lifelong learning, and intellectual freedom;  
Voting Results- 92 yes, 4 no, 1 abstain  
APPROVED- Nick Tepe moved that the final vote on CD #50 be postponed to Annual for greater 
impact and to rally support from our constituencies.  
Tara Brady seconded the motion.  
Voting Results: 82 yes, 7 no, 5 abstain  
Councilors proceeded into a closed executive session.  
ALA President-elect Maria McCauley adjourned the meeting at 2:35pm CT.  

 

 

 

 

 
  
 


