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TO: ALA Council 

DATE: June 22, 2026 

RE: (select one) 

X ACTION REQUESTED 

� INFORMATION 

X REPORT 

 
ACTION REQUESTED/INFORMATION/REPORT: (add below) 

 
Action requested from Councilors is to cast their vote to: (if applicable) 
 

 
ACTION REQUESTED BY: (add committee name) 
 

 
CONTACT PERSON: Dr. Sandy Hirsh on behalf of IRC Chair, Julius C. Jefferson, Jr. 
 
 
STAFF LIAISON CONTACT: Delin Guerra 
 
 
BACKGROUND: (add information) 

International Participation at Annual 
 
As of June 22, there were over 200 colleagues from forty-five countries registered. The 
international participation continues to be lower than previous years, especially Canada, due to 
the current political climate. International exhibitor participation is higher than in Philadelphia 
last year, with sixty-one companies from fifteen countries in the Library Marketplace. In 2025 
there were fifty-two vendors from twelve countries. 
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The International Relations Committee is pleased that International Federation of Library 
Associations (IFLA) President-elect Leslie Weir, Librarian and Archivist from Canada and Sharon 
Memis, IFLA Secretary General are attending this conference. ALA is pleased that many national 
library leaders are also joining us this year. CILIP President (UK), Carryl Allardice, Kishor Subedi, 
Vice General Secretary of the Nepal Library Association; Helene Voldner, Norwegian Library 
Association President, as well as, Tomas Foltyn, Director General of the National Library of the 
Czech Republic, and Dr. Abdullah Majed, Director of the National Library of the United Arab 
Emirates and his staff members. 
 
International Activities at Annual 
 
The Annua Conference is rich in international programming. The International Relations Round 
Table (IRRT) has organized a preconference “One Mission, Many Voices: Libraries Collaborating 
for Inclusion” and providing the ‘International Librarians Orientation.’ 

International focused programs include: 

“Erasing Erasure: How African and American Libraries Can Collaborate to Center and Preserve 
African Cultures” (Africa Subcommittee) 
 
“From Global to Local: How ALA's UN Engagement Strengthens Libraries and Communities” (IRC 
UN Sustainable Development Goals Subcommittee) 

“Libraries and Book Fairs Building a Reading Culture in the United Arab Emirates” 

“An ALA Legacy going strong over 100 years: The American Library in Paris” 

“Building the Future Together: Libraries Partnering for Collective Impact” 
(IRRT Chair’s Program) 
 
This year there are thirty-nine posters for the Global Perspectives & Approaches Poster Session 
on Sunday from 10:30am-12:00pm. The IRC encourages Councilors to visit with our 
international colleagues as they share innovative ideas and practices. 
 
This year’s International Librarian’s Reception will be held on Sunday at the Chicago Cultural 
Center. The reception will go back to its regular Saturday schedule for 2027. 
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Book Donations for Ukraine at Annual 
 
ALA is partnering with San Jose State University for the second year to collect donations of 
children’s books at the Annual Conference for libraries and schools in Ukraine. Attendees and 
exhibitors are encouraged to drop off books at five bins located around the conference. Funds 
from the ALA Ukraine Library Relief Fund will assist in the covering the shipping costs. 
 
 
2nd Sharjah School Librarians Conference 

ALA decided to defer its participation in the 2nd Sharjah School Librarians Conference, originally 
scheduled for April, due to the U.S. State Department’s Level 3 travel advisory for the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). This action is consistent with ALA’s responsibility to ensure the safety of 
its staff and member representatives. Further discussions regarding next steps are expected 
during the ALA Annual Conference in Chicago in June. 
 

 
IFLA 
 
The North American Regional Division Committee will lead the ‘Engage with IFLA’ program on 
Saturday, June 27, 4:00pm-5:00pm at Annual. 

IFLA’s World Library and Information Congress will take place in Busan, South Korea, August 10- 
-13. ALA will have a stand to promote membership, products and services, and the 2027 Annual 
Conference in New Orleans. 

ALA will be participating in this year’s IFLA General Assembly on July 8, 2026. There will be a 
physical meeting in The Hague which will be streamed live to Members and observers who are 
unable to attend in person. ALA President-Elect Maria McCauley will be participating via Zoom. 
In attendance will be Loida Garcia-Febo, Chair, IFLA Management of Library Associations, IFLA 
Governing Board Member. 
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ALA and United Nations 
 
The ALA UN Sustainable Development Goals Subcommittee is organizing another delegation to 
attend and participate in the United Nations High Level Political Forum in New York, July 7-15. 
The theme for this year is “Transformative, equitable, innovative and coordinated actions for 
the 2030 Agenda and its SDGs for a sustainable future for all.” The ALA UN Sustainable 
Development Committee as created a side event “Libraries as Catalysts: Driving Equitable and 
Innovative Action for the SDGs” on Wednesday, July 15, 6:00 – 7:30 PM at the New York Public 
Library’s Stavros Niarchos Foundation Library. Delegates from around the world will be invited. 
A final list of speakers will be available in the coming days. 
 
ALA’s application for Consultative Status with the United Nations Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs has been put on pause until further notice. If accepted it will provide ALA official 
status to attend forums and other meetings, provide comment on UN policy, and 
interact/participate in UN initiatives. Currently ALA participates through its membership in IFLA. 

International Webinars 

IRC and IRRT and their subcommittees organized webinars this spring. 

“Libraries as Builders of Peace: Fostering Understanding through Access, Dialogue, and 
Knowledge” (IRC) 

“Introduction to Sister Libraries” (IRRT) 

“The Future of Books and Reading” (IRRT) 

“Research4Life: Networks, Equity and Engagement in Action for 25 Years” (IRRT) 

IRRT International Librarians Networking Program 

The International Librarians Networking Program (ILNP) was created by the International 
Relations Round Table (IRRT)-sponsored Emerging Leaders Program in 2019 and first 
implemented in 2020. Modeled after the International Librarians Network (ILN) Peer Program, 
ILNP aims to help librarians and library students around the world expand their professional 
networks and develop their skills in librarianship through collaboration and peer mentoring. 
The program received eight hundred and sixty two applications from 108 countries, and 201 
participants from 87 countries were selected. 
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American Library in Paris 

Maggie Farrell, ALA representative to the Board of the American Library in Paris (ALP) reported 
that ALP continues to advance American literature, history, and culture through extensive 
programming, services, and outreach to a diverse international audience. With 5,340 members 
and more than 125 annual events, ALP offers many free and online programs that are 
accessible to ALA members. New Executive Director Kristina Ver Foley, who began in April 2026, 
is leading organizational assessment and the development of a new strategic plan supported by 
recent funding opportunities. ALP’s annual Gala, featuring author Amy Tan, remains its primary 
fundraiser, while the library will also be highlighted during ALA’s 150th anniversary conference. 
Additional initiatives include the ALP Book Award, which recognizes outstanding English-
language works about France and carries a $5,000 prize. Like many libraries, ALP faces 
challenges related to inflation, staffing, regulations, and supply-chain disruptions, making its 
relationship with ALA valuable for staying connected to U.S. library trends. Maggie’s will 
complete a second term in December 2026, after which a successor will be selected. 
 
 
A Tribute Resolution Honoring Michael Dowling 

The International Relations Round Table (IRRT) proudly presents this tribute resolution 
honoring Michael Dowling upon his retirement as Director of the American Library Association’s 
International Relations Office, and moved by the International Relations Committee (IRC). For 
more than two decades, Michael has provided visionary leadership that has strengthened ALA’s 
global presence, fostered international partnerships, and advanced the role of libraries as 
bridges across cultures and borders. Through his dedication to international librarianship, 
advocacy, and professional exchange, he has helped build enduring connections among 
librarians and library organizations worldwide. This resolution recognizes Michael’s 
extraordinary contributions to the profession and expresses the Association’s deep gratitude 
for his service, leadership, and lasting impact on the global library community. 
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A Tribute Resolution Honoring Michael Dowling as Director of the International Relations 
Office of the American Library Association 

Whereas, Michael Dowling has been on the forefront of the American Library Association’s 
international work since 1999, when he became Director of International Relations at ALA; and   
 
Whereas, Michael was instrumental in developing and advancing ALA’s global role, connecting 
libraries, people, and ideas across borders for 27 years; and  
 
Whereas, Michael traces his library background to his mother’s work in the professional library 
for the Montgomery County Public Schools in Maryland, and ultimately received his library 
degree from the University of Maryland; and   
 
Whereas, Michael found his first international library job while traveling the world, working as 
the reference librarian for Temple University in Japan for three and one-half years; and  
 
Whereas, Michael served as the first staff member formally hired for the ALA’s International 
Relations Office, bringing great stability to the Office and greater consistency to ALA’s 
international approach; and  
 
Whereas, Michael fostered ALA’s connection with the United States Information Association 
(USIA) fellowship program, which helped support the International Relations Office financially 
for about 10 years and brought librarians from the U.S. to other countries to help libraries make 
effective use of technology; and   
 
Whereas, Michael continued to work with federal government programs, providing support for 
many Information Resource Officers and Regional Public Engagement Specialists with the U.S. 
State Department who managed the American Spaces program overseas; and  
 
Whereas, Michael cultivated the American Library Association's (ALA) partnership with the 
American Library in Paris (ALP), ensuring that the ALA's foundational role to establish the ALP is 
preserved for future generations through active representation on the ALP Executive Board, 
strategic networking, and collaborative initiatives; and  
 
Whereas, As Director of the International Relations Office, Michael provided great support for 
the Guadalajara Book Fair program that assists librarians to travel to Guadalajara and purchase 
Spanish language materials, one of the longest diversity projects in which ALA has participated; 
and 
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Whereas, Michael was instrumental in introducing the concept of advocacy and “making the 
case” for international library funding; and   
 
Whereas, Michael helped many international library associations, including helping to launch 
what is now the Sharjah International Library Conference that marked its twelfth year in 
November 2025 and led to growth of the Emirates Library and Information Association and 
translation of ALA books into Arabic; and   
 
Whereas, As ALA International Relations Director, Michael also engaged with IFLA and 
supported many IFLA initiatives over the years, including the Campaign for the World’s 
Libraries; and   
 
Whereas, Michael also supported many international initiatives developed by members and 
particularly ALA Presidents - including the Sister Libraries program introduced by ALA Past 
President Sarah Long, now supported by the International Relations Round Table  
(IRRT); now therefore, be it   
 
Resolved, That the American Library Association thanks Michael Dowling for his countless 
contributions to international librarianship, which have brought recognition to the American 
Library Association and strengthened our bonds with libraries and librarians around the world, 
establishing a firm global future; and that  
 
ALA membership wishes Michael Dowling all the best in his retirement, with deep appreciation 
for his leadership of the International Relations Office and his ability to create long-lasting 
connections and friendships with librarians worldwide.  
 
Moved by: International Relations Committee (IRC)  
IRRT Executive Committee:  
Sandy Hirsh, Chair  
Whitney Bevill, Chair Elect  
Carol Brey, Immediate Past-Chair  
Diana Price, Secretary/Treasurer  
Kate Blalack, Member-At-Large  
Gina De Alwis, Member-At-Large  
Julia Warga, IRRT Councilor  
Mark Mattson, Publications & Communications Steering Committee Chair 
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