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Year in Review



From the President As I reflect on the 2025–2026 year, I am filled with 
gratitude and pride for the incredible work of our 
members, leaders, chapters, and partners who continue 
to elevate the impact of school librarians nationwide. 
This year showcased the strength of our profession 
through outstanding advocacy efforts, innovative 
programming, meaningful partnerships, groundbreaking 
research, and a vibrant national conference that brought 
our community together to learn and inspire one 
another. From recognizing exemplary school libraries 
and dedicated professionals to celebrating chapter 
achievements and advancing intellectual freedom, 
AASL remains committed to empowering school 
librarians and ensuring every learner has access to 
strong, future-focused library programs. Together, we 
are building a stronger, more connected profession and 
shaping the future of learning for students everywhere.

Amanda Kordeliski                               
AASL President, 2025-2026



From left to right: Stacy Nunn, Hannah Byrd Little, Melissa Corey, April Dawkins, 
Amanda Kordeliski, Becky Calzada, Lindsey Kimery, Juan Rivera, and Sue Kowalski
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District Library Coordinator (TX)
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Secretary/Treasurer
School Librarian (NY)
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AASL Section 
Leadership 2025-2026

Educators of School Librarians Section (ESLS)
• Jenna Kammer, Chair (MO)
• Buffy Edwards, Chair-elect (OK)
• Mary Ann Harlan, Past Chair (AZ)
• Jessica Thompson, Secretary (VA)

Independent Schools Section (ISS)
• Kelly Hincks, Chair (MI)
• Jamie Gregory, Chair-elect (SC)
• Kate Lewallan, Past Chair (TN)
• Diana Rendina, Secretary (FL)

Supervisors Section (SPVS)
• Kevin Washburn, Chair (DC)
• Katie Salmela, Chair-elect (MN)
• Maureen Squier, Past Chair (NY)
• Kaitlyn Benavides, Secretary (TN)



AASL Chapters Coordinating Team 
(ACCT) 2025-2026

Matt King
Chair
Missouri

Steve Tetreault
Chair-Elect
New Jersey

Barbara Johnson
Past Chair
Connecticut

Lindsy Serrano
Secretary
Kentucky

Sarah DeMaria
State Policy 
Liaison
Pennsylvania

Lindsey Kimery
Director-At-Large, 
Chapters
Tennessee

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ALL- Order: Matt, Steve, Barbara, Lindsy, Sarah, Lindsey, Jen




AASL Chapter Commendations

Acting upon recommendations made by its state association chapters, the American Association 
of School Librarians (AASL) formally commended twenty outstanding programs, events, and 
products for their support of the school librarian profession and the learners the profession serves. 
• Book Bus/Book Depot, nominated by the Virginia Association of School Librarians
• Chapel Hill-Carrboro Public School Foundation, nominated by the North Carolina School Library Media 

Association
• Cincy Book Bus/Book Depot, nominated by the Ohio Educational Library Media Association
• Connecticut Education Association, nominated by the Connecticut Association of School Librarians
• Connecticut Library Association, nominated by the Connecticut Association of School Librarians
• Connecticut Library Consortium, nominated by the Connecticut Association of School Librarians
• Education Association of Charles County, nominated by the Maryland Association of School Librarians
• Fayetteville Woodpeckers, nominated by the Missouri Association of School Librarians
• Forbidden Book Club, nominated by the Missouri Association of School Librarians



AASL Chapter Commendations Cont.
• Grandparents for Truth Group in Albuquerque, New Mexico, nominated by the New Mexico School Librarians
• Manassas Read, nominated by the Virginia Association of School Librarians
• Maryland Library Association, nominated by the Maryland Association of School Librarians
• Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, nominated by the Missouri Association of School 

Librarians
• Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and Lisa Scroggs, nominated by the Missouri 

Association of School Librarians
• Missouri Humanities, nominated by the Missouri Association of School Librarians
• North Carolina Children’s Book Award Program, nominated by the North Carolina School Library Media 

Association
• Richmond Public School's Lit Limo, nominated by the Virginia Association of School Librarians
• Students Engaged in Advancing Texas (SEAT), nominated by the Texas Association of School Librarians
• Texas Freedom to Read Project, nominated by the Texas Association of School Librarians
• Tuscaloosa City School System Innovative Approaches to Literacy Team, nominated by the Alabama School 

Library Association



AASL 2025 National Conference
Opening General, 
Steve Hofstetter

Friday General Panel, 
Soman Chainani, Ellen 
Oh, and school librarian 
Lauren Mobley

Author General, 
Jason Reynolds

Closing General, 
Mychal Threets



AASL 2025 National Conference

Poster Presentations

Award Ceremony
Research Symposium

Sessions



Presidential Commendations

Becky Calzada Commended 
The Librarians creative team:
• Sarah Jessica Parker, Executive Producer
• Lois Vossen, Executive Producer
• Hallee Adelman, Executive Producer
• Kim A. Snyder, Director & Producer
• Janique L. Robillard, Producer
• Maria Cuomo Cole, Producer
• Jana Edelbaum, Producer

Book Riot contributor Kelly Jensen



Distinguished Service Award

Recognizes an individual member of the library 
profession who has, over a significant period of time, 
made an outstanding national contribution to school 
librarianship and school library development.

Susan D. Ballard, past president of AASL and a 
retired district director of Library, Media, and 
Technology (Londonderry, NH).
Member of the Standards and Guidelines Editorial 
Board and co-author of Elevating the School Library: 
Building Positive Perceptions through Brand 
Behavior.









AASL/ALSC Pokémon Club Partnership

AASL and ALSC will provide 
members with a Pokémon Club kit to 
participating libraries to run Pokémon 
Clubs for their communities. These kits 
include materials, resources, 
scaffolded activities, and prizing for 
children ages 5-14 who are 
participating in these clubs.





AASL School Library Research Published

School Library Research promotes and publishes high quality original research 
concerning the management, implementation, and evaluation of school library 
programs.
• Johnson, C. (2025). Perspectives of Black Female School Librarians on 

Recruitment and Retention. School Library Research 28.
• Allen, K. (2025). Finding Balance within School Librarianship: Exploring 

School Library Leader Behaviors. School Library Research 28.
• Dukic, Z. and Pestic, D. (2025). School Librarians Using Smartphones for 

Higher Productivity during the COVID-19 Pandemic. School Library 
Research 28.

https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/2025-09/johnson.pdf
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/2025-09/johnson.pdf
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/2025-10/allen.pdf
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/2025-10/allen.pdf
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/2025-12/dukic-et-al.pdf
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/2025-12/dukic-et-al.pdf
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/2025-12/dukic-et-al.pdf
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/2025-12/dukic-et-al.pdf


AASL Chapter Award Winners

ABC-CLIO Leadership Grant
North Carolina School Library Media 
Association’s “School Librarian Advocacy 
Institute” (SLAI)

AASL Chapter of the Year
Connecticut Association of School Librarians



AASL Program Recognition Award Winners

Innovative Reading Grant
“Puentes a la Lectura / Bridges to Reading,” 
Aaleya King, Media Coordinator (NC)

Roald Dahl’s Miss Honey Social Justice Award
“Pink Box Project & Menstruation Stations,” Emily 
Wilt, School Library Media Specialist (IN)



AASL Professional Recognition Award Winners

Distinguished School Administrator Award
Keely Tolin, Principal (OK)

Frances Henne Award
Jessie Commerce, Assistant Librarian (VA)



AASL 2026 National School Library of the Year Winner

Vernon Hills High School (IL) 
Monica Caldicott, School Librarian

Established in 1963, the award 
recognizes school libraries as a unique 
and essential part of their learning 
community. NSLY honors school 
libraries exemplifying implementation of 
AASL's National School Library 
Standards for Learners, School 
Librarians, and School Libraries.



From the President-Elect As I prepare to begin my term as AASL President, I am 
excited to build upon the remarkable work accomplished 
by our members and leaders over the past year. AASL 
continues to demonstrate the power of collaboration, 
advocacy, and innovation through impactful professional 
learning opportunities, strong chapter engagement, 
meaningful partnerships, and recognition of excellence 
across our profession. I am inspired by the passion and 
resilience of school librarians who champion equitable 
access to information and the right to read, foster 
literacy and inquiry, and create inclusive learning 
communities for all students. Together, we will continue 
advancing the mission of AASL, strengthening our 
collective voice, and ensuring that school libraries 
remain essential to teaching and learning in every 
school community. I look forward to working with you all 
in the coming year.

April Dawkins                              
AASL President-Elect, 2025-2026
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President
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School Librarian (MO)
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School Librarian (NY)

Shannon Giles
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School Librarian (VT)
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AASL Section 
Leadership 2026-2027

Educators of School Librarians Section (ESLS)
• Buffy Edwards, Chair (OK)
• Carolyn Vibbert, Chair-elect (VA)
• Jenna Kammer, Past Chair (MO)
• Jessica Thompson, Secretary (VA)

Independent Schools Section (ISS)
•   Jamie Gregory, Chair (SC)
• Stacy Brown, Chair-elect (TX)
•   Kelly Hincks, Chair (MI)
• Alisa Brandt, Secretary (CA)

Supervisors Section (SPVS)
• Katie Salmela, Chair (MN)
• Kaycie Hoffman Blaylock, Chair-elect (VA)
• Kevin Washburn, Chair (DC)
• Kaitlyn Benavides, Secretary (TN)



ALA Annual Conference

AASL President's Program @ 
ALA Annual Conference

"Telling Our Stories: Native Voices 
in Children's Literature" panel

Saturday, June 27, 10:00-11:30
Marriott Marquis, Great Lakes AB

Creators, Andrea L. Rogers, Anton Treuer, and 
Rebecca Lee Kunz

Panel appearance is made possible by the independent 
publisher Levine Querido
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