
Be strategic. Connect your plans to your library or institution’s priorities: for instance, civics, social
studies, increasing program attendance, or reaching out to local communities.
Collaborate. Think about those with whom you already collaborate, as well as those that bring special
expertise, relevant skills, or complementary programming.
Start small. Efforts do not have to be monumental to have impact. Keep your plans focused and
manageable with available resources, and adapt ideas you find here or from other sources.
Choose a theme. If you are doing multiple activities, brand them with a theme so that the connection
between activities is visible to your community.
Don’t rush. Commemorations of our nation’s founding will continue with a series of major
anniversaries over the next several years. Focus on your community’s history and your overall civic
programming, and give yourself time to plan and implement activities that best serve your
community.
Spread the news. Post photos/videos on social media or your website, write a blog or newsletter post,
work with local press, or report to local units of government and create a record of your activities.

WASHINGTON 
IN AMERICAN 
MEMORY

Cambridge 
Public Library 
has partnered 
with local non-
profits and
government agencies to host a lecture series
that considers the nation’s first president
through a variety of lenses, from his military
leadership to relationships with Native peoples.

COMMEMORATING AMERICA’s 250th
a Guide for Libraries

In 2026, the United States will mark the 250th anniversary of our nation’s founding. Across the country,
many communities will observe the anniversary and reflect on America’s history in various ways. Libraries
of all types can engage with these commemorations through the library’s programs, partnerships, and
collections. While the 250th anniversary date will occur on July 4, 2026, these activities can take place
throughout 2026 and beyond. Through these activities, libraries can provide access to diverse stories and
perspectives on American history for learners of all ages.

This guide will help get you started, connected, and inspired as you bring 250th commemorations to your
own library and community. 

ACTIVITIES

Local commemorations can include programs,
exhibits, or events. Here are some ideas:

Publish a reading list, listening list, or
viewing list for audiences of any age.
Pair your reading list with a book display.
Connect your book club selection, summer
reading program, or community-wide read to
your commemoration theme.
Plan a history trivia night with a local coffee
shop or bar.

Continued

TIPS FOR GETTING STARTED



25 STORIES FOR 250 YEARS

The librarian at Captain 
Elementary School in Missouri 
will pair nonfiction read-alouds with
primary sources to build students’
understanding of American history through
the experiences of those who persevered,
advocated for change, invented, explored,
and created. In addition, parents will be
invited to further build upon that 
knowledge by sharing nonfiction literature
and family stories.

Host a film or documentary screening paired
with library resources for further reading.
Create a portrait gallery of local leaders who
were instrumental in your community’s
history.
Post a collaborative timeline that reflects
local contributions to the story of our nation.
Provide supplies for community members to
add events to the timeline.
Invite a local author, historian, and/or
journalist for a discussion about local history.
Offer a genealogy workshop that highlights
the library’s unique research resources.
Work with students to gather oral histories
from area residents on their American
experiences or memories of key events.
Set up an activity table or bring your
bookmobile to local events, parades, etc. Visit your state’s 250  Commission and check to

see if there is a local committee, too. For more
ideas, check out these resources:

th

America 250
america250.org
American Association of State & Local History
learn.aaslh.org/p/250th-Program-Handbook
In Pursuit
inpursuit.org
National Archives 
archives.gov/a250
National Constitution Center 
constitutioncenter.org/america-at-250
Public Media Making History at 250
publicmedia250.org

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

ACTIVITIES (cont.)

The American Library Association is the largest non-partisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to America’s
libraries. The ALA mission is to empower and advocate for all libraries and library workers to ensure equitable
access to information for all. For nearly 150 years, ALA has provided resources for information professionals
to transform their communities through essential programs and services. For more information, visit
www.ala.org. For more information on libraries and civic engagement, visit ala.org/Reader-Voter-Ready.

Partnering with local organizations can help your
library reach a wider audience and augment the
library’s resources. Look to existing partners for
opportunities to build upon work already
underway. Some partners to consider: education
institutions, museums and historical societies,
civic organizations, faith communities, veteran’s
groups, local business groups, and local media
organizations. 

PARTNERING FOR SUCCESS

ALA is also celebrating
a major birthday in 2026!
Visit ALA150.org to 
celebrate with us and preserve the legacy of
America’s libraries for generations to come.

BETTER TOGETHER

“Together” is the  operative
 word for Indianapolis Public 
Library’s 250  celebrations, beginning th

with their Better Together launch event in
January, 2026. The event will convene
Indianapolis Public Media, local museums,
and other partners and, throughout 2026,
Indy PL will engage Indy residents through
history, art, and civic conversation. 

https://www.ala.org/
https://www.ala150.org/

